U.N. must concentrate on disarming Hezbollah
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Only hours after the official start of the ''post-war'' period along the Israel-Lebanon border, displaced civilians began pouring back to their towns and villages. The rush to return pointed to two emotional reactions to the United Nations resolution that for now has stopped the fighting.

First, everyone was tired of this war.

Second, those rushing home believed that the halt to hostilities will hold. Sadly, a close reading of U.N. Security Council Resolution 1701 and recent statements from political leaders indicate that optimism will prove unfounded.

When war started after Hezbollah's deadly incursion into Israel and its capture of two Israeli soldiers, we heard much about the two-year-old U.N. Resolution 1559. That was the last unenforced U.N. resolution calling for Hezbollah's disarming. We must now remember the number 1701. One day, we will hear pleas for the enforcement of UNSC 1701, and we will talk about how doing that could have averted another war.

Barring an unlikely feat of bravery by Lebanese and European leaders, this resolution, much like 1559, will again fail to prevent war. It will merely postpone it.

The new resolution declares that Hezbollah's actions caused this war. But it does not produce a reversal of those actions, allowing the conflict to end without the return of the captured Israeli soldiers. Their anguished families now wait wondering, as does much of Israel, what this war achieved.

What the war achieved was the temporary removal of Hezbollah from the south of Lebanon. That is mandated by 1701, and it is eventually likely to happen, giving Israelis a pause from rocket fire. Israel also wanted to see the Lebanese government take control of the entire country's territory. Even if Hezbollah fighters simply change clothes and begin wearing a Lebanese army uniform, an attack against Israel will now have a clear return address. The resolution repeatedly states that there shall be ''no authority other than that of the government of Lebanon.'' That, indisputably, is a victory for Israel and for the Lebanese people. But it is far from enough to ensure the safety of either country.

The Lebanese army will now de ploy alongside a U.N. force (UNIFIL) comprising troops from several countries, including France, Italy, Turkey and others. Their key mission should be disarming Hezbollah and preventing it from again stockpiling massive arsenals that one day, crowned with an Iranian nuclear device, could produce the unimaginable.

UNSC 1701 reiterates the need to disarm Hezbollah. It calls for the creation of ''an area free of any armed personnel, assets and weapons other than those of the government of Lebanon and of UNIFIL,'' and it says that weapons deliveries shall be forbidden for anyone other than the Lebanese government. The disarmament of Hezbollah and the prevention of its rearming, as dictated by 1559 and 1701, is indispensable for peace. Yet, there is every indication that it is simply not going to happen.

Hezbollah remains much more powerful than the government. Now, emboldened not just by the survival of its forces but also by weeks of anti-Israel press and by a U.N. resolution that allows it to claim victory, Hezbollah says it will not disarm. The Lebanese government has already said it will not ask Hezbollah to give up its weapons. As for UNIFIL -- whose soldiers used to drink tea with Hezbollah militants before this all began -- members are warning they have no intention of challenging the ''Party of God.'' The Italian prime minister says UNIFIL will remain a ''peace mission'' and Condoleezza Rice admits that no one expects UNIFIL to ``physically disarm Hezbollah.''

Let's review: Hezbollah, a radical Islamic group officially committed to the destruction of Israel, looks set to keep its weapons and continue receiving new and presumably improved armaments from oil-rich Iran, which says it, too, wants Israel destroyed. Hezbollah's armaments have only one purpose. Once the Iranian franchise rebuilds its deadly stockpiles, what we will see is, first, at the U.N., calls from Israel to stop the militia's rearmament. Then, inaction from the U.N. War will again start after a Hezbollah provocation or when Israel feels it can no longer wait. When fighting restarts, UNIFIL forces will rush out of the country as fast as their vehicles will take them.

The only way this scenario will fail to materialize is if the large number of Lebanese who despise Hezbollah but remain quiet today rise up to demand that UNIFIL and their government disarm Hezbollah and block new weapons deliveries through Syria. Or, if a courageous UNIFIL member does the same. Holding our breath for that could result in terminal asphyxia.

Tragically, it seems that civilians returning to their homes in Israel and Lebanon will enjoy only a respite from war, not lasting peace.
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