Livni: Ahmadinejad speech makes mockery of UN vow of 'never again' 
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The head of the ruling Kadima party, Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni, blasted the United Nations on Wednesday for granting Iran's president a platform to deliver an address against "Zionist murderers" that contradicted its vow to prevent another Holocaust. 

"[Mahmoud] Ahmadinejad's speech makes the situation absurd for an organization that raised the banner of 'Never Again' upon its establishment," said Livni. After winning a Kadima leadership primary, she was invited by President Shimon Peres on Monday to form the next coalition government. 

Ahmadinejad, in an address that opened with a long discourse on God, justice and morality, told the 192-nation UN General Assembly on Tuesday that a few "deceitful" Zionists were manipulating Americans and Europeans and controlled the world's financial and monetary systems. Click here for the full text of his speech. 
Livni continued: "The ultimate [challenge] is still ahead of us as Iran requests to join the UN Security Council. The significance would be to let a criminal become his own judge. 

"It is absurd that a state unparalleled in threatening the security of its neighbors and calling for the destruction of another state should be a member of a body whose goal is to further global security." 

The foreign minister also said that Iran currently is under UN Security Council sanctions because it is making nuclear weapons and is supplying terror organizations with arms, while violating the Security Council's resolutions. 

Opposition chief Benjamin Netanyahu said the Iranian leader's statements heighten the urge for Western action against Tehran's nuclear activities. 

"I can understand the frustration of Israel's ambassador to the UN ," Netanyahu told Army Radio on Wednesday, referring to the envoy having to hear the applause for the Iranian president. "The president of Iran unites all of Israel given the threat. The West still does not spot the danger and even if it does spot it, it still is not acting. Israel needs to do what is needed so that Iran does not obtain a nuclear weapon." 

When asked if Israel was capable of effectively destroying Iran's ability to develop an atom bomb, Netanyahu preferred not to elaborate. "Any public discussion on this matter is superfluous," the Likud chairman said. 

"The year is 1938 and Iran is analogous to Germany," Netanyahu told Army Radio. "Europe is sleeping, it's napping, unfortunately not for the first time but Israel must not absorb the negative consequences of that." 


Peres says Iran guilty of worst anti-Semitism 

On Tuesday, Peres said that the Iranian president's speech to the United Nations was reminiscent of one the most notorious anti-Semitic tracts in history. 

"This is the first time in the history of the United Nations that the head of a state is appearing openly and publicly with the ugly and dark accusations of the 'Protocols of the Elders of Zion,'" Peres said after Ahmadinejad's speech. 

He was referring to an anti-Semitic tract published in the early 1900s that described a Jewish and Masonic plot to take over the world. The document has been discredited and is widely considered to be a hoax and a fraud. 

"It never took place in this building or in the United Nations," Peres said, adding that it recalled the "the darkest accusations in an air of hatred" and anti-Semitism. 

He reiterated Israel's position that Iran has become a "center of terror" with its support for the militant groups Hamas in the Gaza Strip and Hezbollah in Lebanon. 

Peres was responding to Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's speech earlier on Tuesday at the annual United Nations General Assembly in New York, in which he said "The Zionist regime is on a slope to decline," 
adding there is no Israel can "get out of the cesspool created by itself and its supporters." 

Ahamdinejad also accused "a small but deceitful number of people called Zionists" for dominating financial and political centers in Europe and the U.S. in "a deceitful, complex and furtive manner." 

Ahmadinejad said Iran supports a referendum in Israel and the Palestinian territories that would determine the nature of government in one state that would encompass Jews and Arabs. 

The Iranian President also lashed out at "bullying powers" that are trying to interfere with the country's nuclear program, saying "Iran is for dialogue but won`t accept illegal demands on nukes." 

Ahmadinejad also issued a harsh rebuke of what he called American attempts at 'hegemony', blaming U.S. military interventions around the world in part for the collapse of global financial markets, saying "the American empire is reaching the end of its road". 

The Anti-Defamation League released a statement shortly after the speech saying that it put Ahmadinejad's "anti-Semitism on full display" and "shows the true threat that the Iranian regime poses to the West." 

On Wednesday, the ADL urged UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to speak out against the "hate-filled diatribe" delivered from the podium by Ahmadinejad. 

The League also urged Ban Ki-moon to convince Miguel d'Escoto Brockmann, President of the General Assembly, to decline an invitation to a September 25 dinner in New York, sponsored by five religious organizations, attended by the Iranian president. 

"It would be wholly inappropriate for the President of the General Assembly to honor the Iranian President through his attendance at such a dinner," said Abraham Foxman, the National Director and Chairman of the ADL. 

Last year, thousands rallied at the United Nations to protest Ahmadinejad's speech. When Ahmadinejad was ushered to the podium of the General Assembly to speak, the U.S. delegation walked out, leaving only a low-ranking note-taker to listen to his speech. 

"Problems do not arise suddenly," Ahmadinejad told the Los Angeles Times in an interview published Tuesday. "The U.S. government has made a series of mistakes in the past few decades. The imposition on the U.S. economy of years of heavy military engagement and involvement around the world? the war in Iraq, for example. These are heavy costs imposed on the U.S. economy." 

"The world economy can no longer tolerate the budgetary deficit and the financial pressures occurring from markets here in the United States, and by the U.S. government," The Iranian president added. 

In a separate interview with National Public Radio, Ahmadinejad said he does not want a confrontation with the United States. He said he wants diplomatic relations to develop between the two countries and that he was willing to cooperate on upholding security in Iraq. 

"We do not have confrontations with anyone," he said. "The U.S. administration interferes, and we defend ourselves." 

According to a report on Tuesday on the Web site of Iran's National Public Radio, Ahmadinejad claimed that "the people of the world - the majority actually - support our stand." 

Despite UN sanctions against Iran over its enrichment of uranium, Ahmadinejad claimed vast international support for his country's nuclear program and said the campaign against it consisted of only three or four countries, led by the United States and its allies. 

Ahmadinejad also said the West's policy toward Iran is at the root of the confrontation. He maintained that the United States and its allies believe they own the world and want to interfere in anything that goes on in the world. 

The West is concerned that Iran's nuclear program masks a push to make nuclear arms. Iran insists its nuclear activities are geared only toward generating power. But Israel says the Islamic Republic could have enough nuclear material to make its first bomb within a year. The U.S. estimates Tehran is at least two years away from that stage. 

The Iranian leader warned over the weekend that the military would strike back against anyone targeting his country's nuclear facilities. 

"If anyone allows himself to commit even a tiny offense against Iran's legitimate interests, borders and sacred land, our armed forces will break his hand before he pulls the trigger," Ahmadinejad said during a military parade Sunday. 

