

U.N. 'reforms'



April 18, 2012 

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/opinion/print_791716.html#ixzz1sQLiBnv8
Among the silliest selling points of Barack Obama's re-election campaign is its vow to "reform" the United Nations.

A Turtle Bay turnaround, from its lack of transparency to its serial corruption, is about as likely as the U.N.'s jaded Human Rights Council conducting an Israel Appreciation Day in Tehran.

The U.S. reform "mission" at the U.N., headed by deputy ambassador Joseph Torsella (the former chief of Pennsylvania's State Board of Education), relies not on withholding any American taxpayer dollars but on the power of persuasion. Which explains why this cockamamie campaign has the support of pro-U.N. groups that know a sucker when they see one.

Last year the U.S. forked over more than $7 billion to the United Nations and its various agencies, according to the State Department. But nothing ever changes.

Among the easier U.S. "goals" is a salary freeze for top U.N. officials. But that ship sailed in December when the U.N. passed a biennial budget with pay hikes of about 3 percent for the U.N. top brass in New York.

The Heritage Foundation's Brett Schaefer says the Obama administration is "taking baby steps." Congressional U.N. critic Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, R-Fla., says the U.S. goals are destined to fail.

Which is why we continue to call for the United States to pull out of the United Nations and found a League of Democracies.

