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The International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) annual general conference will be held on Thursday, and once again Arab states will attempt to pass a resolution at this meeting that would force Israel to join the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Arab states’ resolution against Israel is an annual tradition. Arab member states have accused Western countries of double standards on the nuclear issue by not putting Israel's activities under IAEA supervision, while forcing Iran to honor its obligations under the NPT.
The resolution has been rejected every time so far. Last year, a similar measure by 18 Arab member states was rejected by 58 votes to 45, with 27 countries abstaining.
The measure was similarly defeated in 2013 by 51 votes against and 43 in favor with 32 abstentions.
The Yedioth Ahronoth newspaper reported on Wednesday night that Israel is taking action to ensure that this year’s initiative, which is supported by Syria, Iran, Iraq and Libya, is rejected as well.
According to the newspaper, Israel is working behind the scenes, in coordination with the United States and other allies in the West, to obtain a majority that would thwart the Arab resolution.
The report further said that the difference between this year’s vote and votes in years past is that this year’s vote is taking place on the heels of the deal signed between Iran and the six world powers.
The Foreign Ministry has sent envoys to several countries in several continents to convince them to oppose the proposal, according to Yedioth Ahronoth. As well, Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu has held several conversations with leaders and foreign ministers of other countries and asked them to vote against the measure.
Meanwhile, the head of Israel’s Atomic Energy Commission Ze'ev Snir spoke Wednesday before the IAEA conference and denounced the Arab states for their attempt to attack Israel, warning the resolution is politically motivated proposal and is designed to isolate Israel.
Snir warned that “if the resolution passes it will harm the credibility of the IAEA through politicization and depletion of its precious resources. This is clearly beyond the scope and mandate of the IAEA. The discussion on these proposals is imposed on the general conference year after year and most of the member states understood that by having rejected these proposals three times in recent years.”

