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“Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the
highest attainable standard of physical and mental health”

ke ke ok

“Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the situation of human
rights defenders”
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Mr President,

I have listened with great interest to Mr. Hunt’s report. His presentation
yesterday included a chilling description of the deprivation of the
population of Iraq and of the Occupied Palestinian Territory.

a) - On Iraq, Mr. Hunt mentioned that there are 2 million IDP’s, plus 2
million refugees. This very much echoes the gravity of the human rights
situation expressed at this session by the Iraqi Minister for Human Rights.
The John Hopkins and MIT universities have also registered 650 000
persons, mostly civilians, who have been killed in Iraq. The UN Secretary
General himself, yesterday, expressed concern about the “shocking daily
toll in civilian lives” in Irag.

How do you explain that this situation of unprecedented gravity as
compared to all human rights crises our Council has reviewed, has received
so little attention by our august body? No special session or even special
item have been proposed, let alone agreed, on this issue. Fortunately
UNHCR demonstrated more sensitiveness to the plight of those victims by
launching a campaign to assist Iraqi refugees fleeing for their lives.

b) - With respect to the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Mr. Hunt has noted
a denial of the right to health by a resort to health sanctions by donors
which have affected the sick, the infirm and the elderly living under
occupation. Are the donors concerned the same as those who advocate the
enhancement of human rights by beneficiary countries themselves?

¢} - A last question concerns the two cases mentioned above: Why in
Mr. Hunt’s opinion have international media and some usually articulate
international NGO’s not expressed concern for those two burning issues
which would be commensurate with that they express in other current
human rights issues?

En ce qui concerne le rapport de Mme Hina Jilani, permettez-moi,
Monsieur le Président, tout d’abord, de noter avec satisfaction que la
Représentante spéciale du Secrétaire général sur les Défenseurs des droits
de ’homme, s’est, enfin, conformée, a l'instar d’autres détenteurs de



mandats, aux usages diplomatiques en respectant la voie diplomatique lors
de ’envoi de ses Appels Urgents.

Néanmoins nous considérons que la procédure d” « Appel Urgent » devrait
ctre utilisée avec plus de circonspection. Dans un cas cité dans son rapport
qui a trait & la dispersion d’une manifestation non autorisée et i la
vérification d’identité de certains manifestants en septembre 2005,
le recours par Mme Jilani a ia procédure d’urgence nous semble abusif.
Nous espérons que les prochains débats au sein du Groupe de travail
intergouvernemental sur le Code de conduite des détenteurs de mandats
aboutiront & une définition claire des circonstances graves justifiant le
recours aux Appels Urgents.

Si le concept d’ « Appel Urgent » est galvaudé, il perdra en effet sa force
lorsqu’il s’agira de sauver des vies humaines. A force de crier
« Au loup ! » hors de propos, dit la Fable, personne ne se dérangera s’il
apparait vraiment.

Je vous remercie.



