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BRAZILIAN REPRESENTATIVE:  Mr. President, Brazil voted in favor of the resolution before us today.  We reiterate our sincere concern for the violations of international humanitarian and human rights law reported to have occurred in Gaza and southern Israel last December and January.  The Goldstone report represents a serious and important account of those violations, addressing crimes allegedly committed by both sides.  They should be fully investigated so as to ensure accountability and justice, prevent impunity from leading to more violence and encourage the parties to find a solution to their differences through peaceful means.

We believe that at this stage the reports should be primarily implemented by the concerned parties with the full support of the international community.  Israel and the Palestinians must fully commit to the establishment of transparent and serious investigations according to international standards.  The parties should be given adequate time to conduct appropriate independent investigations.

The seriousness and credibility of such investigations and their conclusions or absence thereof should guide the consideration of possible involvement of other UN bodies according to their respective functions and powers.

Brazil is a friend of peace and a firm supporter of the establishment of an independent, geographically united, democratic and economically viable Palestinian state, living side by side with Israel in peace and security within internationally recognized borders.  We are confident that today's decision will help achieve this goal.  Thank you very much.  

