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Mr.  Chai rman,

I have the honour to speak on beharf of the European union.

Mr.  Chai rman,

The universal i ty and interdependence of al l  human r ights and fundamental
freedoms are principles that the European Union holds dear. As we have
repeatedly stated, no country - large or small  -  can be regarded as being beyond
or above considerat ion by international human r ights fora.

The EU f irmly bel ieves that the Third Committee of the General Assembly must
address the si tuat ion of human r ights in Belarus, based on the gravity of the
situation on the ground. The text before us reaffirms that all Stites have the
obl igat ion to promote and protect human r ights and fundamental freedoms and to
fulf i l  their international obl igat ions. I t  notei the commitments Belarus has made
under a number of international human r ights instruments, and cal ls on i t  to
honour those commitments.

The draft  resolut ion sets out part icular issues of concern to the international
communi ty ,  inc lud ing the European Union,  in  the human r ights  s i tuat ion in
Belarus. Elect ions held in the recent past have fal len short of international
standards. Int imidation of opposit ion candidates and groups has been systematic.
Judicial  proceedings al l  too often lack the necessary elements of due process, and
are used as a tool for pol i t ical int imidation. Human r ights defenders, nat ional
minori ty organisat ions, independent media, rel igious orga-nisat ions, among others,
face harassment on a regular basis. Senior oFfrciats in tne Government who have
been implicated in the enforced disappearance of pol i t ical opponents enjoy
impuni ty .

Unfortunately none of these concerns are new. Previous resolut ions by the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights have addressed them, and various United
Nations and other international human r ights mechanisms have made
recommendations on how to rect i fy the si tuat ion. We regret that the Government
of Belarus has chosen to ignore them. Systematic, widespread and serious
violat ions of human r ights continue to persist in Belarus. Were we to choose not to
address the human r ights si tuat ion in Belarus, we would let down the very people
whose human r ights we have committed ourselves to protect ing.

Mr.  Chai rman,

The European Union strongly urges delegations to consider the draft  resolut ion
before us on i ts own merits. We wil l  be vot ing in favor of draft  resolut ion L.40 on
the s i tuat ion of  human r ights  in  Belarus.

Thank you,  Mr .  Chai rman.
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