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Mr .  Cha i rman ,

Human r ights  are universal  va lues,  and no s tate may sh i rk

protect  and promote a l l  human r ights  of  i ts  own people.  In  a

society ,  respect  for  and protect ion of  bas ic  human r ights

impor tance for  the government  and the c i t izens.

Not  on ly  at  the nat ional  level .  As s t ipu lated in  the Vienna

Programme of  Act ion,  the promot ion and protect ion of  a l l

leg i t imate concern of  the in ternat ional  communi ty  as a whole.

i ts  responsib i l i ty  to

f ree and democrat ic

is  o f  fundamenta l

Declarat ion and the

human r ights  is  a

In achiev ing th is  ob ject ive in  the real  wor ld ,  we recognize that  a  balance needs to  be

st ruck between the "pr inc ip le"  level  and " implementat ion"  level .  We endeavor  to

achieve the promot ion and protect ion of  human r ights  as universal  va lues,  whi le  at

the same t ime tak ing in to account  the def in ing s i tuat ions of  each country  in  regard to

i ts  h is tory ,  t rad i t ion and cu l ture.

The Uni ted Nat ions has p layed a key ro le  in  s tandard set t ing in  the f ie ld  of  human

r ights .  Among recent  notable successes are the draf t  o f  the In ternat ional  Convent ion

for  the Protect ion of  A l l  Persons f rom Enforced Disappearance,  which is  one of  the

f i rs t  substant ive outcomes of  the Human Rights  Counci l ,  and the draf t  o f  the

Convent ion on the Rights  of  Persons wi th  Disabi l i t ies,  which concluded a long

negot ia t ion in  the Ad Hoc Commit tee.  Japan s incere ly  hopes that  the Genera l

Assembly wi l l  adopt  these draf t  Convent ions as ear ly  as poss ib le .
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Mr.  Chai rman,

The establ ishment  of  the Human Rights  Counci l  represents a s ign i f icant  s tep forward

in mainst reaming human r ights  in  the in ternat ional  communi ty .  Bui ld ing on the past

accompl ishments made,  par t icu lar ly  in  s tandard set t ing by the Commiss ion on

Human Rights ,  the new Human Rights  Counci l  is  expected to  develop in to a forum

which contr ibutes to  s t rengthening the capaci ty  of  s tates and communi t ies to

implement  pr inc ip les,  ru les and standards,  and thus to  make a d i f ference on the

ground in  the protect ion and promot ion of  human r ights .

However ,  we must  express some concern that  the per formance of  the Counci l  so far

has not  met  our  expectat ions.  We earnest ly  hope that  the Counci l  w i l l  f ind i ts  way to

foster  a  new spi r i t  o f  in ternat ional  cooperat ion and to  bui ld  up pract ices in  the

handl ing of  human r ights  issues,  par t icu lar ly  in  address ing massive and grave

vio la t ions of  human r ights ,  wi th  dec is iveness,  swi f tness and f lex ib i l i ty .  Japan is

commit ted to  p lay a construct ive ro le  to  that  end as a member of  the Counci l .

Japan suppor ts  the ef for ts  of  the High Commiss ioner  for  Human Rights  to  s t rengthen

the country  engagement  of  her  Of f ice through stepping up the necessary suppor t  and

assis tance to  the countr ies in  need of  such ass is tance and prov id ing a comprehensive

response ta i lored to  the speci f ic  s i tuat ions of  the countr ies concerned.

Mr .  Cha i rman ,

In the last  few decades,  the human r ights  s i tuat ion in  the wor ld  has improved

signif icantly; democratization and the rule of law have seen remarkable progress in

many par ts  of  the wor ld .  However ,  i t  is  a lso t rue that  we st i l l  w i tness numerous grave

vio la t ions of  human r ights  in  a number of  s i tuat ions around the wor ld .  The Uni ted

Nat ions must  cont inue to  be act ive in  he lp ing to  resolve these graye human r ights

v io la t ions.  In  doing so,  the in ternat ional  communi ty  must  act  in  un i ty  as much as

possib le  and send a c lear  message against  those v io la t ions.
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One example c lose to  our  shores is  the DPRK, where ser ious human r ights  v io la t ions

cont inue wi th  no s ign of  improvement .  The issue of  abduct ion of  fore ign nat ionals ,

inc lud ing Japanese nat ionals ,  by the DPRK agents remains unresolved.  The DPRK

author i t ies,  whi le  admi t t ing the fact  that  they abducted Japanese c i t izens in  the past ,

have fa i led to  prov ide sat is factory in format ion about  the e leven such abductees much

to the grief of the affected famil ies.

Japan cal ls  on the DPRK to ser ious ly  address the issue of  the i r  human r ights

v io la t ions,  inc lud ing return ing the abductees immediate ly  to  the i r  homelands.  We

cal l  on the DPRK to s incere ly  respond to the ca l ls  made in  the Genera l  Assembly

Resolut ion on the i r  human r ights  s i tuat ion adopted last  year ,  as wel l  as fhe concerns

expressed in  the recent ly  adopted Secur i ty  Counci l  Resolut ion 1718 that  c lear ly

under l ined the impor tance for  the DPRK to respond to humani tar ian concerns of  the

internat ional  communi ty .

I  would l ike to  ment ion that  today,  in  th is  conference room, some fami ly  members of

the abductees and the i r  suppor ters  are observ ing the Commit tee del iberat ions.  My

delegat ion s t rongly  hopes that  the del iberat ions in  th is  Commit tee wi l l  ass is t  in  the i r

earnest  des i re to  resolve th is  pa infu l  case of  human d igni ty  as soon as poss ib le ,  in  fu l l

r espec t  o f  human i ta r i an  and  human  r i gh ts  conce rns .

In  th is  regard,  Japan apprec iates the s incere ef for ts  by the Specia l  Rappor teur  on the

human r ights  s i tuat ion in  the DPRK, Mr.  Muntarbhorn.  We st rongly  urge the DPRK

to respond to the ca l l  f rom the in ternat ional  communi ty  and accept  the v is i t  o f  the

Spec ia l  Rappor teu r  as  soon  as  poss ib le ,  wh ich  i s  t he  l eas t  m in imum any  s ta te  wh ich

cares about  human r ights  of  c i t izens should do.  The DPRK author i t ies are expected

to show th is  min imum of  the respect  o f  the commonly held va lue;  they are expected to

engage in  d ia logue wi th  the in ternat ional  communi ty ,  and not  in  threats  wi th  a

nuclear  test  or  ba l l is t ic  miss i le  launches.



I__-

I n  conc lus ion ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,

Time is  upon us now to redouble our  ef for ts  in  order  to  promote and protect  a l l

human r ights .  Japan,  for  i ts  par t ,  is  determined to cont inue to  work construct ive ly  to

th is  end,  in  cooperat ion wi th  the in ternat ional  communi ty ,  and in  par t icu lar  wi th  the

Uni ted Nat ions.
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