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Excel ler rcy,

With our last meeting on 16 March, we have cornpleted the general debate-segment of
the work in the ad hoc working group on revitalization of the General Assernbly. As
Co-Chairs we are grateful to you for your active participatior-r and inputs so far. As the
next step, we propose that we will now proceed to discuss clusters of themes in a
series of four meetinss.

Please find aftached a broad outline of the agenda and tlie tentative tirnetable for the
forthcorning thernatic meetings of the working group. Based on t l ie input received
from Member States during the general debate, we propose that two meetirrgs will be
devoted to rnaf[ers related to the role and authority of the General Assernbly, one
meeting to tl-re working methods and agenda of the General Assembly, and one
meeting to the role of the General Assembly in the selection of the Secretary-General.
We have also indicated sorne specific matters that rnay be raised during each thernatic
rneeting. While inspired by your contributions, the listings are by no means
ex,haustive.

Fol lowing the attaclred outl ine, we have the honour to invite you to t l ie fourth (and the
first thematic) meeting of the ad hoc working group on revital izat ion of the General
Assernbly on Wednesday, 29 March at 10 a.m. in the Trusteeship Counci l  Chamber.

The overall theme will be the role and authority of the General Assernbly. You may
wislr to address issues pertainin g inter alia to the relationship between the General
Assernbly and other principal organs of the United Nations, and measures to
strengthening tlie Office of the President of the General Assembly. We would also
encourage you to put forward concrete proposals for the consideration of the working
group.

AlI Permanent Representatives and
Permanent Observers to the United Nations
New York
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The President of the General Assembly, Mr Jan Eliasson, has agreed to join us for the
first parl of the rneeting on 29 March and he will also make a short address.

Yours sincerely,
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Arnbassador Abdullah M. Alsaidi
Co-Chair

Ambassador Solvei ga Si lkalna
Co-Chair
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22 MARCH 2006
CO-CHAIRS' OUTLII{E OF THEMATIC MEETINGS FOR

THE AD HOC WORKII\G GROUP ON REVITALIZATION OF
THE GtrITIERAL ASSEMBLY

Frtr tltematic' nteeting IYr.I (29 Msrch 2006)

I )  Role and Author i ty  of  the General  Assembly

A. The re lat ionship between the GA and other  orqans of  theUni ted l , la t ions system

How to ensure increased cooperat ion,  coord inat ion and complementar i ty  between
the  Genera l  Assembly ,  the  Secur i t y  Counc i l  and  the  Economic  and  Soc ia l  Counc i l
(res 58/126)?

How to encourage per iodica l  subject -or iented,  more analy t ica l  repor ts  f rom the
Secur i ty  Counci l  to  the General  Assembly ( res 58/126)?

B.  The  Pres idency  o f  the  GA

Horv to fur ther  s t rengthen the Of f ice of  the Pres ident  of  the General  Assembly? By
extending the term of  the Pres ident  of  the GA and/or  e lect ing the Pres ident  of  GA
ear l ier  ?

As the ro le of  the Pres ident  of  the General  Assembly is  growing,  would h is  of f ice
need to be st rengthened and g iven st ronger  suppor t  by the Secretar ia t?

For thentotic meeting [r{r.2 (6 April 2006)

C. Substance of  c lebates and resolut ions.  re levance of  GA work

Could the General Assembly effect ively revital ize i tself  by focusing thematical ly on
current  issue of  g lobal  re levanc€ -  such as water ,  d isaster  re l ie f ,  g lobal  epidemics
etc.  (d iscussion of  such issues can take p lace af ter  December in  the resumed par t  o f
t h e  s e s s i o n ) ?

I fo lv  could the General  Assembly p lay a more robust  ro le in  the implementat ion of
major  UN tvor ld  summit  decis ions (MDGs) etc?

FIow to ensure that  the General  Assembly wi l l  adopt  more concise,  focused and
act ion-or iented resolut ions wi th d iscern ib le impact  on the wor ld?
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In  what  tYays could the General  Assembly consider  greater  par t ic ipat ion by and
interact ion wi th NGOs and other  key p layers (pr ivate sector ,  par l iaments etc . )  in  i ts
w o r k ?

Horv can the work of  the General  Assembly be made more v is ib le to  the publ ic?

For tlt emttlic nteeting IYr.3 (dute to be fin nounced)

I I )  Working Methods and Agenda of  the General  Assembly

A.  Agenda

How do we go about  re-examining and st reaml in ing the agenda of  the General
Assembly in  order  to  avoid redundancy and ease the burden on smal l  de legat ions?

Is a mechanism to moni tor  implementat ion of  GA resolut ions necessar l ,?  Would an
annual  char t  on implementat ion be advisable?

How can \ r l /e  avoid the apparent  dupl icat ion of  work between the p lenary and the
Ma in  commi t tees?

B.  Rat ional izat ion of  the work of  Main Commit tees

In order  to  achieve a bet ter  balance of  lvork load between the Main Commit tees,
should there be a reassignment  of  i tems f rom one commit tee to another?

Should the Main Commit tees be asked to reconsider  the t ime a l lo t ted to the
cons idera t ion  o f  g i ven  i tems?

Cou ld  fu r the r  c lus te r  and /o r  e l im ina t ing  o f  i t ems be  cons idered?

C.  Ro le  o f  the  Genera l  Commi t tee

What  ro le may the General  Commit tee p lay in  advis ing the General  Assembly on
the ef f lc ient  organizat ion,  coord inat ion and management  of  i ts  work?

What  ro le  may  the  Genera l  Commi t tee  p lay  in  rev iew ing  the  agenda  o f  the  Genera l
Assembly?

D. E, lect ions

Do we need to reth in l< the process of  e lect ions in  the General  Assembly,  par t icu lar ly
e lec t ions  o f  j udges  to  va r ious  in te rna t iona l  t r i buna ls?
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What is  the status of  implementat ion of  the recommendat ion to consider  the use of
opt ica l  scanners dur ing e lect ions in  the General  Assembly?

E.  Documenta t ion

How do  we  ensure  tha t  the  amount  o f  documenta t ion ,  i nc lud ing  the  number  o f
repor ts  asked of  the Secretary-General  wi l l  be reduced?

Should we consider  a rearrangement  in  the U.N.  Dai ly  Journal  so that  meet ings of
the General Assembly are l isted f irst?

For t l temutic meeting IYr.4 (clute to be untloLrrr(,ed)

I I I )  Role of  GA in Elect ion of  the Secretary-General

How do we rev i ta l ize the ro le of  the General  Assembly in  th is  respect?
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