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Statement Delivered by Alec Mally, Counselor, U.S. Explanation of Vote on Agenda Item 40 (Draft Resolution A/C.2/61/L.13): Permanent Sovereignty of the Palestinian People in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and of the Arab Population in the Occupied Syrian Golan over their Natural Resources, Before the Second Committee, Friday, November 10, 2006 

Madam Chairperson,  

The United States has long supported the humanitarian needs and legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian People. President Bush has articulated clearly that the U.S. objective is two sovereign, democratic states, Israel and Palestine, living side-by-side in peace and security. Through its failure to renounce terror, recognize Israel, and respect previous agreements, the Palestinian AuthorityGovernment's policies continue to create hardships for the Palestinian people and to postpone opportunities to reinvigorate the roadmap and progress toward the two-state goal. President Abbas, by contrast, remains committed to these principles and his platform of peace.  

The United States cannot support the resolution just adopted because it improperly involves the General Assembly in issues that must be resolved by the parties themselves in permanent status negotiations.  

The resolution's language is one-sided and unbalanced, placing demands on one party to the conflict without recognizing the obligations of the other parties. There is a role for the UN in this issue but that role is in supporting the two parties to the conflict. The United Nations plays a key role as a member of the Quartet ( U.S., EU, UN, Russia). Resolutions such as these undermine the credibility of the UN, which must be seen by both sides as an honest broker in the conflict.   

The Second Committee has important responsibilities and should not be used to advance one-sided and unbalanced views on the Israel-Palestinian conflict. 

  

  

