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Ambassador Bolton:  Well we had, I think, a very good consultation.  I think that we are very close to agreement, at least for the overwhelming majority of Council members.  A small number of Council members said they wanted to refer the text back to their capitals so we will see the answer, perhaps on Tuesday afternoon, when we have the next consultations.  But this draft is certainly, I think, very close to agreement and the urgency of sending a clear and strong symbol to Iran is certainly very much on our mind.  Conscious as we are, that the Iranians centrifuges are spinning with Uranium hexafluoride in them, that is a very serious matter.  Right now, I would be happy to answer any questions.  

Reporter: (Inaudible)  deadline for reporting, extended to perhaps one or two months.  What is the practical implication of the difference between 14 days and one or two months in terms of Iranian proliferation? 

Ambassador Bolton:  Well I don’t think there has really been much support for going beyond a month.  Our preference would be 14 days, that is what the original text said.  In the interest of reaching quick agreement, I think there is some flexibility on our side.  But really the main intent here is to get the Iranians to reconsider the mistake they have made these last 18 years in trying to pursue nuclear weapons.  So the sooner we get that message out and the sooner we hear their response, I think the better.   

Reporter:  The progress you have said you have made today will impact, in one way or another, on the dynamics of Monday’s meeting? 

Ambassador Bolton:  Well I think that meeting will basically consider the longer range issues, although obviously in the capitals in Moscow and Beijing, certainly, they will now have a look at this text, and I hope that their Foreign Ministers will have instructions that will allow us to make progress.  If we could have the President read this statement on Tuesday, I think that would be a good step forward.   

Reporter:  (Inaudible) China and Russia are on board because they have now agreed to send the text back to their-

Ambassador Bolton:  Well I think we have to wait and see what the reaction of their capitals is, that is certainly what they said, I would have hoped that we had more discussion here today.  But they will send the text back and we will see what the reaction is.  I think that they can clearly see that the rest of the Council, with some possible additional modification, but basically in broad substance, the Council is ready to go.

Reporter: (Inaudible)

Ambassador Bolton: Well I think the time frame is something that is open, but it’s just a number of days that is in brackets now.

Reporter: Mr. Ambassador, on the issue of the time frame, the Russian Ambassador sort of took a page from your stylistic playbook and said that if we keep going at this pace, we’ll be bombing Iran by June. What do you think of the Russian sense of pacing on this? Have you been discouraged by the fact that they are seeking such a slower pace on confronting this?

Ambassador Bolton: If I were as near to Iran as Russia is, I’d certainly want to get this resolved quickly. And I think again that we’ll just have to wait and see what the reaction is from Moscow after they review this text. I think in the Russian nuclear establishment, I think they know exactly what Iran is doing.

Reporter: (Inaudible) enter into talks with the US. Did it have any influence on the discussion of today?

Ambassador Bolton: No.

Reporter: Is time running out to wrap this up, seriously? Do they want this done in the next week or two at the latest?

Ambassador Bolton: Well I think our desire is to move expeditiously. We’ve said that repeatedly, and bear in mind that we’ve been trying to get the Iranian nuclear weapons program to the Security Council for the last three and a half years. So we’re very conscious of the amount of time that has gone by already. This is something that has been considered at length by the IAEA Board of Governors, something like 17 written reports by the Director-General, close to a dozen IAEA resolutions. As several countries said today, the IAEA has sent this here for the Security Council to take action on it and that’s exactly what we should do. 

Reporter: Now they’re talking about Iraq. Is that a diversion do you think, to bring up the Iraqi issue and now they want to talk to the Americans on Iraq all of a sudden?

Ambassador Bolton: Well they have had conversations with us on the situation on Iraq before and I think it’s the entirely the right thing to do to talk to them and that’s what we’ll be doing about Iraq through Ambassador Khalilzad.

Reporter:  You still have here that the report would goes to the Security Council, is there any understanding that it would go to the IAEA Board simultaneously?

Ambassador Bolton:  I think that is the general understanding.  Thank you very much.
