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Thank you,
Madame President,

Israel sponsored resr)lution 17/19 and welcome the conyenin'g of this panel
“on discrimination  and violence based on sexual orientation and gender
identity. We thank the panelists for their valuable input and dedication and
thank as well the High Commissioner for Human Rights for her commitment
~and the exceptional report presented today. '

‘The, HC report raises coricerns of the nature and expanse of .violence and
discrimination against LGBT's worldW|de rangmg from denylng their basic
‘. legal rights, to the most dlsturblng violence, including rape, torture and

“'murder -We fully agree with and support the recommendations contamed o

- in the report and request they be anchored ina resolution to be adopted by

_ thls council.

- All UN member states- have the obllgatlons and the duty to- prevent such-
- violence'and discrimination and to promote and protect human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all, de/ure and defacto We call upon countnes -
- that retain laws that crlmlnahze homosexuahty to repeai such laws and to
. enforce the rule of law in cases of vrolence based on sexual or|entat|on

\
'

Madame President,
~The prohibition of .discrim'i-nation on the basis of sexual orientation is an
' lmportant part of the lsraell legislation and may be found in several laws,
such as Patient's Rights Law, Equal Emp/oyment Opportunlt/es Law and
_Proh/b/t/on of Discrimination in Products Services and in Entry to Pub//c )

| P/aces Law

In recent years there were numerous court )udgments and decrsrons '
. promotlng the rtghts of homosexuals and same-sex couples in Israel and

' guaranteelng therr enjoyment of full rights like any other citizen of the




sté‘te, Among those decisions, | W_ould brieﬂy mention the milestone ones
of retognizing and registering a same-sex Wedding certificates and
'acknowl'edgement of the same;sex spousesi as’ common-law couple
" including issuing children adopfibh; orders. In addition, on 2009, two
Knesset Members (Israel"s Parliament) initiated a political action group to
support the struggle in ‘c}_he homophobia phenomena and to promote

further appropriate legislation in this man'ner._

| Furthermore, .Ed.ucational and public aWareness campaigns ére carried out
by }civil' society organizations in various educa‘tional an_d.-publicv sphefés,, :
from Kinderg’arténl toAUniversity,' to integrate b_asic concepts df‘gender
identity and;s;exuél orientatioh, so we would have a prOpéf unde'.vr's_tanding

of the reality of our world. - :

~ Madame President,

In conclusion, we wish to éxpress our commitment .and willingﬁess to
e'nvgage Inxéll‘ efforts aiming to combating all manifestations 'of 
discrimination and \-/iolenc‘e_agaivn'st LGBT's. A héélthy and progressiV'e
society is . a toierar\_t society‘free. of ‘di‘scrimihat‘io_'n, vio,lence. and. -
"defamatior'\"f based on '-relj_gious, racial, social, gender and sexual

differences.

Thank you!




