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STATEMENT ON THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN
PAIMANEH HASTEH (IRAN):  [INAUDIBLE] Mr. Chairman.  The United Nations Special Session on Children adopted a set of goals that not only complement but also reinforce the Millennium Declaration and the Millennium Development Goals by which a better future for all children has been promised.
Four years after the Special Session, we still have to have to accomplish these objectives for the betterment of the situation of millions of children around the world.  Despite progress made in some aspects, an estimated 150 million primary school-age children, including 62 million girls, are not -- are out of school.  Still, over 29 million children, mainly in disadvantaged countries, are not reached by routine immunization.  As indicated by the UN agency, up to 40% of children’s deaths could be prevented with improved family care.  However, there is a still growing number of children living on the streets.
Furthermore, the impact of HIV/AIDS is devastating and is likely to get worse.  In 2004, 40 million people were living with HIV/AIDS.  Of those, 2.2 million were children under 15 years old.  In addition, some 510,000 children below 15 years of age died of AIDS, and 640,000 were newly infected with HIV.

Mr. Chairman, an important issue which has so far received little attention relates to the factors increasing demands for the commercial sexual exploitation of children.  In this regard, it is worth mentioning that the impunity of sexual exploiters, the pernicious effects of a globalized free market, discriminatory attitudes (especially discrimination on the basis of race, color and ethnicity) and also traffickers’ greed are among the main factors that create and increase the demand for children or child sexual exploitation.

The demand factors go hand in hand with the reasons that push children into sexual exploitation.  They vary from poverty to family disintegration and from social inequality at the local level to economic disparities at the global level.  In this regard, it is very important to take the necessary measures to eliminate the commercial sexual exploitation of children by adopting a holistic approach and addressing the contributing factors.

Another area of concern is the situation of children in armed conflicts, which needs our particular attention.  The international community should make necessary efforts towards combatting the violation of the rights of children in situations of armed conflict and foreign occupation.  In this regard, my delegation would like to take this opportunity to draw the attention of this august body to the serious violations of the rights of Palestinian children in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, which are routinely harassed and intimidated by occupying forces of the Israeli regime through shelling houses and schools, killing and injuring or detaining children, raiding schools, beating teachers in front of students and prohibiting the construction of schools.
Mr. Chairman, let me now touch briefly upon measures taken for effective protection of the rights and well-being of children in my country.  Iran, as a party to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, has vigorously pursued the objectives set forth in the Convention, as well as the concluding observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, which was issued in January last year.  During this period, there have been numerous efforts in this regard, and the government has developed a number of plans for children.  In this connection, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs established a national committee with the participation of the government ministries, NGOs, parliamentary representatives, university professors and authorities.
The committee members committed themselves to a framework for moving forward in such areas as developing plans for improving the well-being of [INAUDIBLE] method, adequate learning materials and the promotion of hygiene and life skills education.
In conclusion, I would like to emphasize that through seeking common grounds, we should address threats to global society, especially to our children, so that we would be able to foster policies, programs and actions for protection and promotion of rights of the children.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

TUVIA ISRAELI (ISRAEL):  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Before I begin, I would like to inform my colleagues that changes have been made to the printed statements currently being circulated in the room.
Mr. Chairman, so much of the United Nations’ work, from environmental protection to the promotion of peace and security, is relevant not just for today, but for tomorrow.  Without a doubt, the most fundamental components of the tomorrow, of the future are our children and the kind of world we leave for them to inhabit.

The dividends from our investment in children are not vague expectations we will never live to see.  Rather, we see them daily as our children grow older and begin to move into roles and positions of greater responsibility.  Israel as such has long committed itself to the betterment and protection of children at home and around the world.

Today, there are 2.3 million children age zero to 18 living in Israel, making children nearly one third of Israel’s population.  10% of those children are immigrants.  The last year saw a child growth rate of 1.6%.

In Israel, concern for children begins with parental care.  Israel has developed an innovative system of mother and child health clinics called Tipat Halav, translated as “drop of milk.”  Government-sponsored and staffed by public health nurses and physicians, Israeli mothers, regardless of wealth and education, can use the clinics, and do so in high numbers, often until their child reaches the age of 6.  The success of Tipat Halav has led to Israel having one of the lowest infant mortality rates, 6.89 deaths, in the world.
As children develop, Israel continues to provide them with the first-rate and comprehensive education.  The Israeli educational system prepares children to become responsible members of a democratic and globalistic society in which people from different ethnic, religious, cultural and political backgrounds coexist.  Efforts to bolster and improve the educational system are significant and ongoing.
Mr. Chairman, this is all not to say that no obstacles challenge the welfare of children in my country.  Child poverty, for example, remains a prime concern.  35.3% of children in Israel currently live below the poverty line, an increase of 2% from the previous year.  A number of initiatives, however, are already underway to combat the rising level of children -- of child poverty.  With the goal of reducing child poverty to 15% within a decade, this year alone the Finance Ministry pledged a substantial increase in child subsidies.

Mr. Chairman, in light of the release of the United Nations study on violence against children by Dr. Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, it is worth mentioning that Israel is one of only 15 countries in the world where children are protected by law from all corporal punishment since the year 2000, when Israel’s supreme court declared all corporal punishment to be unlawful.  Parents in Israel who hit their children can be prosecuted, even if the child is not injured.  Israel welcomes Dr. Pinheiro’s report, and will study in that the various recommendations outlined.

Mr. Chairman, there are of course external challenges as well.  Israeli children are subjected, and certainly by now accustomed, to living under the constant threat of terror.  Children have been maimed, wounded and even killed by terrorists.  Those lucky enough to escape the brush with terror likely know someone else who was not.  Terrorism has become such an unfortunate part of reality in Israel that the presence of security guards at schools and bomb detectors at malls and restaurants are no longer foreign.  Alas, they are part of daily life.

Though the long-term -- Though the long-term effects of living under terror have yet to be fully measured, there is no doubt that they have had and continue to have profound consequences for our children.  Currently, children in the southern city of Sderot and other villages in the area are under the constant threat of attack from Hamas terrorists, who launch Qassam rockets at Israel from the nearby Gaza Strip.
Mr. Chairman, it was dismaying to hear from Al-Alib [?] and his colleague who took the floor last week that Israel is to blame for suffering of Lebanese children around the problems Lebanon faces for that matter.  Let there be no confusion.  It was Hizbollah who attacked Israel on the 12th of July, 2006.  It was Hizbollah who killed eight Israel soldiers that day and kidnapped two others, both who have yet to be released and are still illegally kept -- held captive.  It was Hizbollah who intensified its aggressions by launching over 4,000 rockets into Israel.  It was Hizbollah who callously hid behind Lebanese civilians, entrenched its terrorists and weaponry deep inside Lebanese society, manipulated and used innocent Lebanese civilians as human shields and held all of Lebanon hostage to its savage and unholy aspirations.
During this time, 1 million Israelis, a third of them children, were forced to flee their homes or live in bomb shelters, and the devastation, destruction and displacement caused to all civilian populations caught in the crossfire on both sides harrowingly reminds us of the extent children are affected by conflict.  This is a challenge which we as a society must confront.

Mr. Chairman, with 2.3 million children living with HIV/AIDS around the world and another 6,000 infected daily, Israel remains concerned about the impact of AIDS on children.  As HIV/AIDS knows no border, Israel works with international partners to confront its spread.  Recently, MASHAV, The Center of International Cooperation of Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, cosponsored with UNICEF workshops in Malawi and Zimbabwe on the construction of a toolkit for children providers, including -- for child care providers, including techniques and skills to provide psychological care to young children at risk.  The toolkits were adapted to the respective realities of Malawi and Zimbabwe.
Last year, Israel sent medical clowns, training in using a unique clowning language to cheer up children living with HIV/AIDS to hospitals in Ethiopia.  The medical clowns demonstrated Israel’s commitment to improve both the biological health and the quality of life of children living with AIDS.

Mr. Chairman, overall Israeli children are much like their counterparts elsewhere.  They go to school, hand out with friends and play sports and games.  Nearly 82% of Israeli children own cellular phones.  60.8% surf the Internet.  Israeli children read books and are exposed to culture and media through great public institutions.  They are part and parcel of the global village and dutifully embrace their esteemed responsibilities alongside their peers around the globe.
Children growing up in Israel are affordable -- are afforded a wealth of opportunities to guide their growth and advancement.  As such, the quality of life for children in Israel is considerably high.  Israel will continue to dedicate its efforts to ensuring a healthy and nurturing environment for all its children and for the children of the world.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

NADYA RASHEED (OBSERVER OF PALESTINE):  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, in every region of the world and in almost every aspect of their lives, children face numerous situations of hardship, limiting their opportunities for growth and development.  Today, I would like to focus on one such situation, the situation faced by Palestinian children.

For more than 39 years, the Palestinian people living in the occupied Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem, have been subjected to Israel's occupation of their land and denial of their natural and inalienable human rights.  The existence of this oppressive and brutal occupation has especially negatively impacted all aspects of life for Palestinian children.  Their safety and well-being have been gravely endangered and, in fact, seriously harmed as the occupying power has denied them even their most basic human rights, including the right to life and personal security.

Mr. Chairman, since September 2000, Israeli occupying forces have killed over 900 Palestinian children.  This number signifies the highest number of child fatalities at the hands of the Israeli occupying forces in any six-year period since the onset of the occupying in 1967.  Moreover, according to UNICEF, at least 91 Palestinian children have been killed during this year alone, almost doubling the number for the whole of 2005.

In addition to these killings, countless numbers of Palestinian children have been injured, arrested and detained.  They have been left homeless and, in many cases, motherless and fatherless.  Tragically, the lives of Palestinian children is one which they are under constant threat, for there is no refuge or safe haven when even their homes, classrooms, playgrounds and hospitals are not safe from the violence perpetrated by the occupying power.

Here, it is important to highlight that a large percentage of the children killed were from Gaza, many after Israel's so-called "disengagement."  In fact, just days after Israel's official disengagement, Israeli fighter jet planes and tanks continued to bombard and to shell populated civilian areas, resulting in the deaths of hundreds of Palestinians, including children.

Even more disturbing, the deaths of Palestinian children at the hands of Israeli occupying forces are usually given only a cursory investigation, if at all.  And, in this regard, indictments for the killing or injury of civilians are rare and convictions almost unheard of.  This has fostered a culture of impunity among the occupying forces and heightened their perception that they are immune from the law and will not be held accountable for their illegal actions.  It is scarcely surprising, then, that Israeli occupying forces act with an air of moral immunity, often shooting excessively, unnecessarily and indiscriminately.  

One stark example of the Israeli indifference to the Palestinian child's right to life is the 15 November 2005 decision to clear an Israeli occupying commander of a range of charges, including illegally using his weapon after he riddled a stream of bullets (23, to be exact) into the body of already injured 13-year-old Palestinian schoolgirl in Gaza in 2004.

At the time of the incident, I brought this committee's attention to the tragic killing of the defenseless and unprotected Iman Al Hams.  As you may recall, radio exchange transcripts revealed that occupying forces in a watchtower quickly identified Iman, who was dressed in UNRWA school uniform as, quote, "a girl about 10 who was scared to death," end quote.  As Iman was running away from the army post, she was shot in the leg and fell to the ground.  At this point, the commander moved in, stood directly over the helpless child's quivering body and shot her numerous times at point blank, confirming the kill.

However, Mr. Chairman, it is the events since this incident that are most horrifying.  Not only was the commander acquitted on charges for this heinous crime, but he was also awarded $18,000 in U.S. money in compensation, the payment of his legal expenses and even received a promotion.  Iman's family, on the other hand, received only grief and heartache, forced to accept the fact that they would never see their daughter again, never see her go to college, get married or have children of her own.

Indeed, such horrifying actions are a blatant violation of the right to life, the fundamental right of any human being and a right which state parties must expressly recognize under the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  But it is not just the right of life which Israel deliberately denies Palestinian children.  The policies and practices of the occupation violate a countless number of the rights sets out in the Convention of the Rights of the Child and other binding international legal instruments, including the Geneva Convention.

Accordingly, it is imperative that measures ultimately be taken to hold the perpetrators of such crimes accountable and to bring them to justice.  For without such measures, the culture of impunity that we are now witnessing will only grow with even more disastrous consequences.

Mr. Chairman, each time I address this committee, I hope it'll be under different circumstances.  But, unfortunately, each year, the situation only worsens with little room for hope, for it is impossible for children to focus on physical, emotional and social development when they are confronted daily with the consequences of foreign occupation.  It is impossible for children to enjoy a healthy, safe childhood when their living conditions are often characterized by a lack of even the most basic needs.  And it is impossible to reconcile the ideals of A World Fit for Children with the world Palestinian children live in under occupation.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

STATEMENT IN RIGHT OF REPLY

REPRESENTATIVE OF LEBANON:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  We take the floor to exercise the right of reply.  Lebanon condemns all forms of terrorism and killing of civilians, especially children, regardless of denomination, race or nationality.  My country has become the victim of the ultimate form of terrorism, which is state terrorism that Israel has long exercised against my country and has continued -- by its continued occupation of Lebanese lands for more than 28 years now.

In our statement under this item, we expressed our condemnation of the killing of all children, whether Lebanese or Israeli, and expressed our honest plight for peace where all children can live and grow in security in Lebanon, Palestine and Israel.  We would have liked to hear the Israeli delegate express similar stances and aspirations.

Hizbollah is only a reaction against oppression, the result of occupation.  Hizbollah did not exist neither before the first Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1978 nor before the second Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1982.  Thus, Hizbollah was only a popular resistance movement in response to Israeli oppression and occupation of Lebanese lands.  Even though we deplore the loss of one single civilian -- [INAUDIBLE] -- 1,200 Lebanese citizens, 1,150 of whom were civilians and a third being children.

All that Israel succeeded in doing was killing innocent civilians and children and bombarding residential areas and the Lebanese infrastructure.  All this with no remorse.  Are they fighting Hizbollah or are they at war with our children and our civilians?

Mr. Chairman, Lebanese children are still being killed and maimed by the approximate one million bomblets that Israel deliberately, systematically and criminally targeted on the homes, farms and schools of Lebanon.  Even more frightful is that the majority of these cluster bombs were launched during the last 72 hours before the cessation of hostilities.

Mr. Chairman, today, the children of Lebanon need to play to recover from the trauma of Israel's aggression.  Unfortunately, even this simple and fundamental right has been taken from them by Israel.  Bomblets that were designed to look like toys and others even to look like chocolate bars continue to terrorize children, killing and wounding them every day.

Thank you, Mr. President.  Mr. Chairman.

[END OF MORNING SESSION]

