Bomb making blueprints missing at United Nations

By Judi McLeod
June 10, 2005 
Canada Free Press

http://www.torontofreepress.com/2005/cover061005.htm

Toronto, ON-- Things tend to go missing from United Nations Manhattan headquarters. 

There’s the cockpit voice recorder discovered in a UN filing cabinet that had been missing for 10 years. Both a private firm and the U.S. National Transportation Board ultimately determined that the black box wasn’t likely linked to the 1994 Rwandan air crash that killed President Juvenal Habyarimana and his Burundi counterpart.

The only other black boxes not found after an air crash--ever--were supposedly those in 9/11.

So if the black box discovered in a UN filing cabinet isn’t the one from the downed Rwandan aircraft, then what crash does it belong to?

When reporters demanded to know why the cockpit recorder was still in a filing cabinet a decade later, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, described it as a "first-class foul-up". But his spokesman Fred Ekhard jokingly pretended to look under his desk to prove that there were no other black boxes hiding there.

Then there’s UN goodwill ambassador Angeline Jolie’s missing $3-million.

The United Nations, as Bill O’Reilly points out, cannot account for any of the money donated by the actress to UN causes.

Now electronic drawings that give comprehensive details of how to build and test equipment essential for making nuclear bombs have vanished from the UN and UN investigators are saying they could show up sale anytime on the international black market. 

Things that go missing from UN headquarters are taking a dangerous turn.

"The blueprints, running to hundreds of pages, show how to make centrifuges for enriching uranium," The Guardian International reported yesterday. "In addition, the investigators have been unable to trace key components for uranium centrifuge rigs and fear that drawings have been secreted away and could be for sale."

"Inspectors at the UN’s nuclear authority, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) have been investigating the worst nuclear smuggling racket ever uncovered," the Guardian explained.

Pakistani scientist Abdul Qadeer Khan headed the smuggling racket. Two years ago, the operation was caught selling sensitive nuclear technology to Libya and Iran.

"A senior official said several sets of blueprints for uranium centrifuges--the so-called P-1 and more advanced P-2 systems which were peddled by the Khan network--have gone missing.

In terms of build-your-own-bomb know-how, the missing blueprints are the real McCoy.

"We know there were several sets of them prepared," said the official. "So who got those electronic drawings? We have only actually got the one full set from Libya. So who got the rest, the copies?

We can depend that blueprints for bomb making won’t be found under spokesman Fred Eckhard’s desk. 

"We have no evidence they were destroyed," said the official. "One possibility is another client. "We just don’t know where they are."

"A European diploma privy to western intelligence on the Khan network added: `This is what keeps people awake at night. It’s very sensitive. The fact that there are (nuclear) proliferation manuals kicking around is very disturbing,’" said The Guardian.

In essence, the missing blueprints detail how to manufacture the components for a uranium centrifuge, what materials are needed, how to assemble the machines, and how to test them.

"The big question is who else got this stuff (apart from Iran and Libya)," the European diplomat said.

"Another diplomat pointed out that the Khan network was based in the Middle East and that Khan was known as the father of the Islamic bomb. He suggested that Syria and Egypt could be potential customers for the materials if they were still being offered.

Regarded as a Judas by the west, Khan is a national hero for creating the Pakistan nuclear bomb, but is under house arrest in Islamabad since confessing to heading the network and being pardoned in February last year.

Although the Khan network’s operations extended to Europe, Africa, the Middle East and the Far East, its official headquarters were in Dubai, where Khan maintained a luxury apartment. 

After the network was discovered in October 2003, investigators turned up at the Dubai apartment only to find that it had been emptied, apparently by Khan’s daughter, Dina.

With media fanfare, Libyan leader, Colonel Muammar Gadafy, confessed to his secret nuclear bomb program and gave it up in December 2003. But three months later in Tripoli, the UN inspectors were given two CD-rooms and one computer hard drive. One CD contained a set of drawings and manuals for the P-1 centrifuge system, the other for the more advanced P-2.

Instructions with the missing blueprints come in English, Dutch and German, and the designs are from Urenco, the Dutch-British-German consortium which is a leader in centrifuge technology and is the source of Khan’s now-how, garnered from his time working there in the 1970s. The CDs and hard drive are at IAEA headquarters in Vienna, where they have been analyzed. The investigators now know that the scanning of the original blueprints was done in Dubai and even when it was done.

In addition to these blueprints, Khan also supplied Libya with drawings for an old Chinese nuclear warhead design. The drawings, now in Washington under IAEA seal, were not complete, but were adequate to construct a crude nuclear device.

"We are still missing something from the picture in terms of critical equipment, certain parts of centrifuges …There is equipment missing important enough for us to search, an amount that makes us worried," said the official.

Around a dozen individuals, including engineers, businessmen, and middlemen, were key figures in the Khan network, with dozens of other companies operating at a secondary level, according to those in the know.

Alleged Khan associates have been arrested in the Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland, South Africa, Dubai and Malaysia, although none of those cases has yet come to full trial. British customs is also conducting an investigation into a British suspect. 

Meanwhile, we wonder why nuclear proliferation manuals were available to go missing from UN headquarters in the first place? 
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