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Many of Israel's adversaries, including the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC), have long attempted to stamp Israel with the false label of "apartheid". Recently, however, with the UNHRC's persistent allegations that Israel is an apartheid state, that label is being pushed even further in an apparent effort to make it stick. The complicity of recent reports from NGOs such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch appear to be trying to ensure that their libel will be complete.
These allegations are part of an ongoing massive campaign of incitement waged by the Palestinians and anti-Semites around the world to invalidate the State of Israel and vilify Jews.
The campaign emboldens the radicals among the Palestinians, including the Iranian-backed Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ), whose declared goal is to eliminate Israel and replace it with an Islamist state.
Terrorist groups such as Hamas and PIJ are undoubtedly happy to see non-Arabs and non-Muslims -- and even ostensible human rights organizations -- join their effort to falsely depict Israel as an apartheid state. Hamas and PIJ are hoping that such a libel -- with the UN and its agencies as a strategic ally -- will help them win worldwide support for their jihad (holy war) to destroy Israel.
The UN's obsession with, and its semi-daily condemnations of, Israel are music to the ears of all the terrorists and jihadis in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
Former UNHRC chief Navi Pillay, despite extensive evidence of massive anti-Israel bias, was recently appointed to chair the UNHRC's first and only open-ended Commission of Inquiry. Unsurprisingly, it is focused on Israel, as are more than a third of the UNHRC's special sessions criticizing specific countries.
Pillay's past statements and comments on the nature of the investigation itself belie a foregone conclusion and contradict any notions of impartiality:
"We're focusing on the root cause... part of it lies in apartheid. We will be coming to that. That's the beauty of this open-ended mandate, it gives us the scope."
The intention behind this united campaign to brand Israel as an apartheid state is best summarized by PBS News Hour in an article about Amnesty International's report:
"Their findings are part of a growing international movement to redefine the Israeli-Palestinian conflict as a struggle for equal rights rather than a territorial dispute."
Apartheid is a visceral word, evoking shameful images of former South African oppression and segregation, of signs designating beaches for "members of the White race group" and train platforms for "Non-Whites" and so forth.
International media coverage of the UNHRC's claims has been smearing the libelous conflation of the words Israel and apartheid everywhere.
Social media has also gained a tremendous influence over public policy, and a hashtag of #Apartheid in a world of tweets can gain immeasurable traction. It also makes for an excellent T-shirt slogan, which, along with other "End Israeli Apartheid" merchandise, Amnesty International evidently expects will be a best seller.
A New York Times article about Human Rights Watch's apartheid accusations proffers:
"...apartheid, with its connotations of forced segregation, police shootings and racist ideology, has a special sting, which is why most rights groups have avoided using it until now, and why H.R.W. in its report takes pains to separate its list of grievances from the horrors of South Africa."
Basically, this is saying that although the two countries cannot be equated, the comparison is being forced and twisted into place for the sake of furthering an alternate agenda which has little to do with the facts on the ground.
A comparison of the two countries will plainly demonstrate this.
The defining features of South African Apartheid were government laws deliberately designed to separate and discriminate against its Black residents. Israel's founding charter pledges to safeguard the equal rights of all residents:
"... It will ensure complete equality of social and political rights to all its inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex; it will guarantee freedom of religion, conscience, language, education and culture; it will safeguard the Holy Places of all religions; and it will be faithful to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations."
Among many of South Africa's Apartheid laws, the Bantu Homelands Citizenship Act effectively stripped all Blacks of their South African citizenship and of the right to vote.
Israeli Arabs, however, have full citizenship, including the right to vote and to public demonstration. They are represented in all levels of government, including positions as members of Knesset (parliament), in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and as Supreme Court justices. Israeli Arabs hold positions as high-ranking officers in the Israel Defense Forces, including that of major-general in the Central Command.
Israeli Arabs are deans, department heads, scientists, and professors at prestigious universities and hospitals. They are news anchors, journalists, actors, athletes, and are represented in every aspect of Israeli society.
A good deal of the accusatory rhetoric and false allegations about "systematic discrimination" derive from a misunderstanding of the cultural, religious and language factors that have shaped the Israeli social structure.
The false allegations also come from incorrectly confusing the nearly two million Israeli Arabs -- who make up about 21% of Israel's population and are full citizens of Israel -- with thousands of Arabs whose families left Israel when five Arab counties attacked Israel in 1948. After the Arab armies lost the war they had started, they were surprised to find that they were not welcomed back. They have since settled in other countries – such as Lebanon, Jordan, and the West -- as "Palestinians," but are not citizens of Israel and therefore, of course, not subject to Israeli laws. The declared goal of their leaders has been to take over all the land and replace the Jews. If all the Arabs in the area are called "Palestinians," however, it makes it easier to claim grievances, merited or not.
The West Bank (of the Jordan River), previously belonged to Jordan; Gaza previously belonged to Egypt. Both are now disputed territories where the Arabs totally run their own affairs, and have officially committed to direct, bilateral negotiations with Israel about "final status" issues, including where the borders should be. Lately, the Palestinians have refused to negotiate, apparently in the hope that the international community will hand them a better deal. They have been offered their own Palestinian state three times, and each time have said no, without so much as a counteroffer.
According to a Pew Research Center report:
"When it comes to friendships as well as family relationships, Jews, Muslims, Christians and Druze often stay within their own religious communities.... Even within Israeli Jewry, different subgroups... tend to be isolated from each other..."
As Navi Pillay herself conceded (in reference to the US, certainly not Israel), "There isn't a country in the world which has a perfect human rights record...". Israel is certainly no exception.
While South Africa's Bantu Education Act mandated compulsory separation of Black and White schools, however, the Israeli Ministry of Education has attempted to bridge the mostly self-imposed community divides by establishing Hand in Hand Schools throughout Israel.
Although all public schools are open to Arabs, Jews, and all ethnicities and religions, these are public schools in which all classes are bilingual Arabic-Hebrew and feature a multicultural curriculum. Each class is co-taught by an Israeli Arab and an Israeli Jewish teacher, and social events are coordinated with students' families to facilitate cross-cultural friendship and understanding.
Apartheid is an Afrikaans word meaning "apartness". Unlike apartheid-era South Africa, Israel is actively trying to unite its citizens through funding and equalizing programs while maintaining the security of all of its citizenry.
At the beginning of the year, Israel's Department for the Economic Development of Minority Sectors at the Ministry of Social Equality invested USD $70 million in the "Impact for Arab Society" program, designed to promote economic development via entrepreneurship and high-tech in the Arab sector.
This follows on the heels of Israel's approval of a $10 billion dollar initiative last year to assist the Israeli Arab sector with economic and social development, which Israeli Arab Knesset member Mansour Abbas affirmed, "...will go a long way to close the gaps between Jewish and Arab Sectors."
Many "pro-Palestinian" activists prefer to engage in battles of semantics against Israel rather than constructive measures to actually help Palestinians in any concrete way. Palestinian NGO Al Shabaka (Palestinian Policy Network) best summarizes the strategy:
"Under international law, apartheid is a crime against humanity and states can be held accountable for their actions. However, international law has its limitations. One specific concern involves what is missing from the international legal definition of apartheid.... To address this concern, we propose an alternative definition of apartheid..."
If you are looking for real apartheid against Arabs, try Lebanon or Jordan.
The "limitations" referred to above are actually the limitations of the facts. What is missing is that Israel does not fit the legal definition of apartheid; therefore, some are forcibly attempting to recreate the legal definition with an "alternative definition" to fit Israel, to ram a square peg into a round hole. The "alternative definition" is, sadly, just a political maneuver to gather unwarranted international cover for still another attempt to replace Israel.

