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We'd never accuse the United Nations of lacking a taste for the absurd. But Ionesco or Beckett would have been hard pressed to come up with a better script for the U.N.'s Food and Agriculture Organization's 60th birthday party in Rome.
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Its World Food Day celebrates "sincere intercultural dialogue [that] is a precondition for progress against hunger and environmental degradation." The star attraction -- we're not making this up -- was Zimbabwe's Robert Mugabe.

This African president certainly knows a lot about hunger, if not personally. His seizures of white-owned farms have devastated Africa's former breadbasket in a mere five years. A quarter of his country's 12 million people need food aid. Unemployment is 70%.

In the past six months, 700,000 mostly black Zimbabweans were driven out of their homes and denied their right to make a living by trading in the streets of Harare and other cities. Their crime? These lower-class urban dwellers take a dim view of the Mugabe regime and sympathize with the harassed political opposition.

For his troubles, Mr. Mugabe finds himself unwelcome in most polite company. The EU and the U.S. forbid him from coming to visit. But the U.N. lets him get around the travel bans by rolling out the red carpet at its shindigs. The wily octogenarian doesn't waste his precious opportunities to grandstand on the world stage. In a lengthy speech before the FAO Monday, Mr. Mugabe compared George Bush and Tony Blair to Hitler and Mussolini. Perhaps the cheering delegates were simply grateful that Zimbabwe now provides the FAO with a fresh raison d'etre.

At this point, we shouldn't be surprised to see a man who brought famine to his land embraced at the U.N.'s food agency. Two years ago, Libya took over the chairmanship of the U.N.'s Human Rights Commission.  Among the world's altermondialistes, who value fulsome anti-Americanism and brutal domestic repression above all else, dictators are chic. In this company, Mr. Mugabe claims pride of place.

