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UNITED NATIONS, Nov. 1 (Reuters) - A court in Kosovo, the Serbian province governed by the United Nations since 1999, sentenced an official of the organization to three years in prison after finding him guilty of sexual abuse of a minor, United Nations officials said Tuesday.

Rashidoon Khan of Pakistan, an official of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, was also convicted on one count of falsifying official documents after he used office stationery to report his travel documents as lost, so he could obtain duplicates after the court seized them, the officials said.

At the same time, a juvenile co-defendant, a female Kosovo Albanian, was found guilty of two counts of facilitating prostitution and was sentenced to two years in a youth prison.

The events in question took place between September and December 2004, the officials said, adding that both defendants intended to appeal the judgment.

The ruling demonstrates both the zero-tolerance policy of the United Nations on sexual abuse and the independence of Kosovo's judiciary, said the United Nations chief spokesman, Stephane Dujarric.

