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TEHRAN, Jan. 7 (Reuters) - Russian diplomats sought a compromise on Saturday to Tehran's disputed nuclear program, but Iran confirmed it was poised to resume atomic fuel research.

Hossein Entezami, a spokesman for Iran's Supreme National Security Council, told the Fars news agency that talks with Russian diplomats in Tehran had been "satisfactory" and would continue Sunday, a day before Iran has said it will resume unspecified nuclear research.

Britain, France and Germany want Iran to allow Russia to produce its nuclear fuel, to ensure it is processed only to the low grade needed for power stations, not to higher levels more suitable for use in bombs, as the Europeans and the United States contend is Iran's true goal.

Iran, which hid nuclear work from international inspectors for 18 years, until 2003, insists it needs enriched uranium to generate electricity and says it has every right to produce its own nuclear fuel from the uranium it mines it its central deserts.

Iranian envoys had been expected to meet last Thursday in Vienna with Mohamed ElBaradei, who heads the United Nations' International Atomic Energy Agency, to explain the decision to resume nuclear fuel work. However, they failed to show up.

European diplomats say resumption of Iran's nuclear activities would lead to further calls for Iran to be referred to the United Nations Security Council for possible sanctions. The United States has said Iran's actions show it does not want a diplomatic solution to the dispute.

United Nations inspectors arrived in Tehran to supervise resumption of the nuclear research, Mr. Entezami said Saturday.

Melissa Fleming, a spokeswoman for the nuclear monitoring agency, said the inspectors had gone "for routine work." She said the agency had received a letter from Iran about its plans, but "not all the required information was there." She said, "We await further clarifications."

