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WASHINGTON -- "The culture of anti-Semitism at the U.N. is a surrogate for anti-America," exclaimed U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, John Bolton at a political dinner Friday night. The diplomat also decried "a culture of inaction" at the world body. 

Bolton, whose detractors at the time of his nomination demeaned his reputed toughness as an impediment to his effectiveness at the sensitive post, gave a Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) dinner audience a dose of his no-nonsense approach to the world body. 

As featured speaker at CPAC's Ronald Reagan Banquet at the Omni-Shoreham's Regency Ballroom, Bolton touched on a number of topics, explaining to the GOP crowd that the U.N. was in a "critical time," and emphasizing that the Security Council was going to be historically "tested" by the crisis over Iran's nuclear ambitions. 

The diplomat ominously reminded the audience that President George Bush had already clearly and forcefully laid down the gauntlet on the Iran issue, declaring as an immutable doctrine of policy: "The United States will not accept an Iran with nuclear weapons." 

Referencing Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice's clarion call for a "revolution of reform at the U.N.," Bolton noted that he was not shy about applying the terms "waste, fraud and abuse" - decrying especially the reported episodes of sexual abuse by U.N. peacekeepers. 

Bolton expressed personal shock that such "vulnerable people were subject to abuse by the very people sent to protect them." 

With the sitting secretary general Ghana-native Kofi Annan's term coming to an end at the conclusion of the year, the question of a successor has sharpened. 

Bolton noted that the great sentiment was for selecting an Asian - following an unwritten geographical rotation system for selecting the U.N.'s chief administrative officer. 

"The United States position is that we don't recognize that there is any principle of geographic rotation," Bolton said. "So we have said, for decades, that we believe that the member governments should select the best-qualified person. If that person is an Asian that will be fine ..." 

Bolton said he wanted "a world-wide search" for the successor, noting as an aside that even speaking in terms of geography, an Eastern or Central European had never served as the U.N. chief. 

The 15-member U.N. Security Council must unanimously agree upon the final selection. 

Members Russia and China have both declared support for an Asian candidate to succeed Annan. 

Bolton was tongue-in-cheek as he remarked about the movement afoot to retool the Security Council, including putting in place a "new human rights mechanism that will – hold your breath – defend human rights." 

As to the issue of placing a cap on U.N. expenditures, he argued that roping in spending authority was not a tool to put pressure on member nations, but rather a needed exercise in "intellectual discipline." 

Bolton said there needed to be a hard look at what he perceived as the growth of "harmful institutions" within the U.N. – "anti-Israel institutions." 

On the good side, Bolton also noted a shining example of "success in diplomacy," pointing to the unanimous resolution to keep the Coalition in an unstable Iraq. 

Bolton concluded with a reminder that "what American diplomats do is represent the American people." 

