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Syria’s foreign minister arrived in Moscow Sunday on a visit expected to focus on the United Nations probe into the killing of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, the situation on the Palestinian territories and other regional issues, AP reported.

Walid Moallem said upon his arrival that Syria expects the UN panel investigating Hariri’s killing to deliver an “objective” report, the Interfax and Itar Tass news agencies reported.

The UN Security Council has twice accused Syria of failing to cooperate fully with the investigation, which has implicated Syrian intelligence officials. The new head of the inquiry, Serge Brammertz, is set to issue his first report to the UN Security Council later this week.

Russian Foreign Ministry spokesman Mikhail Kamynin said in a statement posted on the ministry’s Web site that Moscow would strongly back the UN probe into Hariri’s killing.

“It’s important that all the parties offer their full assistance to the international probe, which must be conducted objectively and without bias,” Kamynin said, adding that Moscow was satisfied with Syria’s readiness to cooperate with the UN inquiry.

A massive truck bomb killed Hariri, a powerful anti-Syrian figure, and 20 other people in central Beirut in February 2005.

Russia has opposed sanctions against its Soviet-era ally Syria but strongly urged Damascus to cooperate with the UN investigators.

Under joint pressure from the United States and France, Syria withdrew its long-standing military presence from Lebanon last year. But despite the election of a parliament in which anti-Syrian forces hold a majority, Syria remains a dominant political force in its smaller neighbor.

The top UN envoy for Syria and Lebanon, Terje Roed-Larsen, will also be in Moscow for talks at the same time as the Syrian foreign minister, the Itar Tass news agency reported.

Kamynin said in his statement that Russian officials’ talks with Moallem would also touch on the situation in the Palestinian territories after the militant group Hamas’ rise to power in January elections.

Earlier this month, Russia hosted a high-level delegation from Hamas, breaking an international front to isolate the group, which has carried out dozens of suicide bombings against Israel and is considered a terrorist organization by the United States and the European Union.

