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Nikki Haley, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, set out her agenda for the U.N. during a speech Wednesday at the Council on Foreign Relations in New York, confirming that the U.S. budget for the U.N. is likely to be decreased.
“I believe you will see cuts to the U.N.,” said Haley, adding, “We don’t want to just cut for the sake of cutting. There are places we can cut. Everybody knows there’s fat at the U.N. Everybody knows there’s fat in the peacekeeping missions. So that’s why we’re taking each one.”
Earlier this month, President Donald Trump unveiled what he called an “America First” budget that promised “deep cuts to foreign aid.” It called for slashing the Department of State budget, which covers the U.S. Mission to the U.N., and for the U.S. to fund 25 percent of the U.N.’s peacekeeping budget, down from the current 29 percent. The U.S. currently funds around 22 percent of the U.N.’s overall regular budget.
During her remarks Wednesday morning, Haley said she intends to focus on two areas when the U.S. assumes the rotating presidency of the U.N. Security Council next month: the role of human rights in national security and reforming the U.N.’s peacekeeping operations, including “winding down” the missions in Haiti—“It’s not needed anymore”—Liberia and Ivory Coast. Haley added that she’s “working to change the culture” at the Security Council, which she compared to South Carolina’s Legislature: Both, she said, are clubs and have rules and cultures that need to change. (Haley is the former governor of South Carolina.)
“There is a constant pressure to comply with its culture, and soon enough, members are doing things a certain way because that’s the way they’ve always done them,” she said, without specifically naming countries. She went on to call the U.S. the “moral conscience of the world” and said the U.S. “will insist that our participation in the U.N. honor and reflect this role.” The U.N., she noted, will be “an effective tool on behalf of our values.”
“The U.N. is missing the growing discontent and the growing mistrust among the people it’s supposed to represent,” she added. “The fact is, a wave is building throughout the world, it’s a wave of populations that is challenging institutions like the United Nations and shaking them to their foundations.”
Haley said she plans to dedicate a Security Council meeting to “the broader question of how human rights abuses can lead to a breakdown in national peace and security,” which, she said, would be a first for the council. While human rights are usually discussed at the U.N. Human Rights Council, Haley claimed that the group “is so corrupt” and said she intends to “essentially put them on notice” when she addresses the body in June.
Amnesty International said Haley’s remarks were “certainly encouraging” and added that it hopes they “show that the U.S. will honor its obligations, including not reducing funding to the U.N.”  
Regarding peacekeeping operations, which have been particularly controversial in recent years due to allegations of sexual abuse by troops, Haley said it is an area with a “great potential for reform.” She emphasized the need for the U.N. to have an exit plan in many of the regions where it has peacekeeping troops.
“And if things don’t improve,” she said, “we have to have the political will to adjust the mission, even if some countries and bureaucracies are going to lose funding in the process.” Haley said the U.N.’s political mission in Afghanistan will soon be under “strategic review” because “no one has ever thought to check and see if we’re actually achieving any goals. This is unacceptable.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Meanwhile, the peacekeeping missions in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Central African Republic should be ended, she said. The bodies of two U.N. investigators—Zaida Catalan, a Swede, and Michael Sharp, an American—were believed to have been discovered in the DRC this week. Haley expressed her sadness on Tuesday.
Asked why the U.N. should have an exit strategy for its peacekeeping missions, Haley said, “Because there should never be a time we don’t want to lift up countries. There should never be a time we don’t want to make them more independent. If we’re there all the time, all you’re doing is creating dependence.” Haley also said that peacekeeping missions are “not fair to the American taxpayer.”
Haley spoke one day after she made remarks during the annual American Israel Public Affairs Committee conference, during which she called herself “a new sheriff in town” and said she would end “Israel bashing” at the U.N. On Wednesday, she alluded to “yet another ridiculously biased report attacking Israel” that resulted in the resignation of Rima Khalaf, executive secretary of the U.N. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. The report, which said that Israel has “created an apartheid regime that dominates the Palestinian people as a whole,” was also withdrawn.
“So many dollars and man-hours were spent to produce a false and defamatory report,” said Haley.
Toward the end of her talk, Haley touched upon the refugee crisis, saying Trump’s executive order—which is also referred to as a Muslim ban or travel ban—“is about keeping the terrorists out” of the U.S. She then brought up “situations like what just happened in London—that was devastating.”
Moderator Richard Haass, president of the Council on Foreign Relations, corrected Haley, noting that Khalid Masood, the attacker who killed three people in London last week, was born and lived in the U.K. and thus would not have been kept out by a travel ban. As a homegrown extremist, he did not enter the U.K. from a different country.

