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Alpha Oumar Konare, chairman of the African Union Commission, on Monday stressed Africa's support for Japan's bid for a permanent seat on the U.N. Security Council.

In a meeting with Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi, Konare said all African nations support the Japanese bid.

Koizumi said Japan would be able to play a different role from the five current countries with permanent seats because Japan is a pacifist nation and has no nuclear weapons.

He also said Japan will continue its support for Africa's efforts to resolve its problems such as poverty.

After the meeting, Japan pledged emergency aid worth 18.7 million dollars to the conflict-hit western Sudanese region of Darfur. (Jiji Press)

