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UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Western supporters claimed enough support Tuesday for the U.N. Security Council to impose sanctions on Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe's government.

A vote on a U.S. draft resolution with proposed sanctions is expected later this week.

"Yes, we think" we have nine of the 15 votes needed to approve a sanctions resolution, France's U.N. Ambassador Jean-Maurice Ripert, told reporters. "It's obvious there is global support for tougher measures."

The 15-nation council met Tuesday to discuss Zimbabwe. Ripert said Zimbabwe's crisis poses a threat to international peace and security, a requirement for the council's involvement, "due to the massive violation of human rights."

That view gained traction Tuesday from Deputy Secretary-General Asha-Rose Migiro, who was Tanzania's foreign minister until last year. Migiro, who just returned from an African Union summit in the Egyptian Red Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheik, told the council that Mugabe's re-election "has the potential to affect regional peace and security in profound ways."

"This profound crisis of legitimacy is further compounded by the paralysis of state institutions. There is currently no functioning parliament. Civil society has been silenced and intimidated," Migiro said. "The principle of democracy is at stake."

The proposed U.N. sanctions include an international arms embargo and freeze on the personal assets of Mugabe and 11 other top government officials whom the U.S. believes played a key role in using violence to undermine Mugabe's opposition.

At the summit, African Union leaders adopted a resolution calling for dialogue in Zimbabwe, but did not directly criticize Mugabe or the runoff. The AU leaders said they were "deeply concerned" about the situation but their only promised action was be to support "the will" for a unity government.

After speaking to the council, Migiro emphasized that Mugabe must negotiate a political solution with the opposition and its leader Morgan Tsvangirai, who dropped out of a runoff election citing state-sponsored beating and killing of his followers.

Tsvangirai won a March 29 vote, but not by enough of a margin to avoid a runoff later. The council and U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon have each urged Mugabe to postpone his re-election in a one-candidate vote on June 27.

Migiro recommended that Zimbabwe forge "a government of national unity," or anything else that will return it to democracy. But she said the question of sanctions is up to the council's member nations to decide. She added that Zimbabwe's food shortage, without more international aid, "could leave about 5.1 million people at great risk."

The U.S., Britain and France, three of the council's five veto-wielding members, pushed through nonbinding resolutions condemning the election violence and intimidation against Zimbabwe's political opposition. South Africa and the other two members with veto power, China and Russia, have opposed taking further action, but agreed to the statements anyway.

Russia and China — which is sensitive to its world image as the host of this summer's Olympic Games in Beijing — could abstain from council voting on a U.N. sanctions resolution. That would allow it to pass. China and South Africa, which led a fight to water down the two previous council statements on Zimbabwe, are Zimbabwe's biggest trading partners.

On Tuesday, the world leaders attending the Group of Eight summit of industrialized nations rejected the legitimacy of Mugabe's election, but did not mention the proposed U.N. sanctions.

The United States is considering tougher unilateral sanctions by expanding the list of about 130 officials now banned from visiting the U.S. and hit with financial penalties. The European Union and Australia also have imposed their own limited sanctions on Zimbabwe's government, and the EU likewise is studying whether to add to travel bans and an asset freeze already in place on Mugabe, his Cabinet ministers and top ruling party officials.

The United States and Europe also say Tsvangirai should be Zimbabwe's next leader. Mugabe, however, has shown little sign of yielding power after 28 years as president. Despite international condemnation, he went ahead with the one-candidate vote, declared himself the winner and held an inauguration ceremony to begin his sixth term as president.

