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Andres Oppenheimer, the Miami Herald's correspondent for Latin America, points out in a column on our Commentary page that the U.N. Human Rights Council is proving to be even more of a disgrace than the discredited Human Rights Commission it replaced two years ago. 

The election of a Cuban, beholden to dictators Raul and Fidel Castro, to chair the newly formed advisory committee will help ensure that the worst human rights violators will continue to influence the organization that is supposed to defend the freedom of individuals throughout the world. 

The new head of the committee, Miguel Alfonso Martinez, is described as a jurist and law professor. Both titles are meaningless in totalitarian Cuba, where there is no justice and no independent legal system. 

He will be ably assisted in suppressing criticism of dictatorial regimes by Vladimir Kartashkin, a Russia jurist and former diplomat, and an Egyptian lawyer, Mona Zulfikar, who was described by Cuba's Prensa Latina as a "women's rights activist." Russia and Egypt are both role models for repressive regimes. 

If Mr. Martinez were serious about defending human rights he would be listening to the voices of the few brave people in his own country who dare to speak up for human rights. He could, for example, take notice of a Havana blogger, Yoani Sanchez, who describes what everyday life is like in the Cuba of Raul and Fidel Castro. 

She told National Public Radio when Mr. Martinez assumed his new job in Geneva that the changes introduced by Raul Castro, after he took over from his elder brother Fidel, are almost meaningless. 

She said the Cuban people want more social freedoms — freedom to express their opinions, to migrate and freedom to work to earn a living. "Every year that passes," she said, "means the dreams of having your own home, having a salary with which you can maintain a family — particularly with children — are postponed again and again."

Mr. Martinez' real job, of course, is to make a mockery of human rights and deny the dreams of having a home and living in freedom — dreams that Ms. Sanchez and a majority of Cubans hope to realize one day. 

