United Nations Denies Press Credentials to Israeli Reporter 

June 6, 2004 
Israel National News

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/print.php3?what=news&id=63532 

(IsraelNN.com) The United Nations has informed journalist, Israel Resource News Agency bureau chief, David Bedein, who holds press credentials that have been issued by the Israeli government and the Washington DC Police Department, that it will not recognize Bedein's press credentials to cover the special conference on Palestinian refugees that the UN has scheduled in Geneva, June 7th and June 8th. A UN spokesman in Geneva said that the UN would only allow reporters to attend this conference if they are credentialed by the government of Switzerland or by the United Nations itself.

The special conference on Palestinian refugees is being administered by UNRWA, the United Nations agency that handles assistance to Arab refugees who have been residents of temporary United Nations transit camps since
1948 which are located in Israel, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. 67 nations will be attending the conference, which is being run on an invitation-only basis. Israel is not invited to attend.

Most recently, the Center for Near East Policy Research, located in Wellesley, Mass commissioned Israel Resource News Agency to conduct its second investigation of UNRWA administrative policies. That study, now available in hard copy Jerusalem, will appear on the web site of Israel Resource News Agency on June 6th, 2004, at www.israelbehindthenews.com, where the first study of UNRWA policies The UNRWA devotes four pages on its website, www.unrwa.org, to respond to Center's critique of UNRWA policies.

Since El Al continues to fly to Geneva, David Bedein will attempt to present his press credentials to the UN international conference center on Monday, June 7th.

An Israeli government spokesperson indicates that if the UN does not recognize Israeli press credentials to cover the UN conference in Geneva, the Israeli government will consider withholding press credentials from UN personnel who currently hold Israeli government press credentials. 
