Islamic Bloc Says It Faces ‘Smear Campaign’ Over Religious ‘Defamation’ Push
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In a statement this week defending the resolution, OIC General-Secretary Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu pointed to non-Islamic countries’ support in past years.
 
“It is important to note that passage of these resolutions by a majority vote beyond the membership of the OIC lends international legitimacy to the OIC position on this issue,” he said.
 
Ihsanoglu said the text of the resolutions had evolved and it was now not restricted to Islam, but rather “denounced discrimination and incitement to hatred stemming from defamation of all religions.”
 
He said it was unfortunate that interest and lobby groups in the West were conducting “smear campaigns” against the OIC, “aimed at misleading the Western public opinion.”
 
The OIC, Ihsangolu said, was “merely seeking a concerted international effort aimed at elimination of acts of incitement to hatred stemming from defamation of religions.”
 
One of the U.S.-based organizations leading opposition to the resolution, the American Center for Law and Justice (ACLJ), says it has visited several dozen permanent delegations at the U.N. to draw attention to what it calls the dangerous ramifications of the resolution.

A petition organized by the ACLJ and addressed to U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon describes the resolution as “essentially anti-Christian in nature. It would not leave Christian people free to speak with regard to their faith.”
 
Sudan
 
Meanwhile, the OIC is courting fresh controversy by inviting Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir to attend an OIC summit in Istanbul, Turkey this weekend. Bashir has been indicted by the International Criminal Court for alleged war crimes in Sudan’s western Darfur region.
 
Since the ICC issued an arrest warrant for Bashir last March, the Sudanese leader has traveled to a handful of countries, including Egypt, Libya and Qatar. But Turkey is a NATO member, a non-permanent member of the U.N. Security Council, and an aspiring member of the European Union, and its decision to allow him to visit is drawing fire from human rights groups in Turkey.
 
Turkey, like the other countries Bashir has visited since March, is not a member of the ICC, and is not legally obliged to arrest him on behalf of the tribunal. The Security Council has urged all governments to cooperate with the court, however.
 
For its part, the OIC has consistently opposed any ICC action against Bashir, accusing the court of politicizing “a purely legal issue.”
 
According to U.N. estimates, some 300,000 people have been killed and more than 2.5 million driven from their homes during six years of fighting between militias backed by Khartoum and rebel groups in Darfur. The conflict largely pits Arab Muslims against black Africans who adhere to the same religion.

