Palestinians look for early vote on UN resolution
January 6, 2010

AFP 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5i6ci6Rqad1me_FGHyBMpdgdZYYjA?docId=CNG.05a6e85bfb37cddd7fe037aaf5164bc0.dd1
UNITED NATIONS — A Palestinian resolution condemning Israel's settlement building could be voted on at the UN Security Council as early as next week, the Palestinian representative to the UN said Wednesday.

However Palestinians are not yet sure whether the United States will veto the resolution as part of its traditional support of Israel, the representative Riyad Mansour told AFP.

Mansour said he started meetings with Security Council ambassadors on Wednesday on the draft resolution drawn up with the backing of Arab states. Mansour and other Arab envoys met with Bosnian ambassador Ivan Barbalic, who is president of the Security Council for January.

"Now we are having talks about the drafting language," he said.

"There could be a vote on January 19, but it could be before, as early as next week, if countries are ready," he added. The UN Security Council is to debate the Middle East on January 19.

Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas has refused to take part in US-brokered talks with Israel since it ended a freeze on settlement building in the occupied territories at the end of September.

Despite international pressure Israel has refused to extend the freeze and insisted that the Palestinians should return to direct talks without conditions, that discuss the settlements and other key issues.

The resolution would condemn Israel's settlement activities and reiterate an existing UN demand for all building work in the occupied territories to stop.

"There are already 191 countries at the United Nations who believe that the settlements are illegal," Mansour said.

"We think that the resolution would bring us back to the path of talks," said the envoy. "We don't know what the Americans intend to do," he added.

The United States has traditionally vetoed resolutions that criticize Israel, including previous calls to end settlement building.

