Statement by the United States on the Panel on Discrimination and Violence
based on Sexual Orientation | '
19th™ Session of Human Rights Council
| Geneva, March 7,2012 -

The_ ‘Uni‘ted States thaﬁké the High Commiss_ionér for her
- conﬁhuéd_p\romo:tim_ljlof.\.the_ h.uman rights vbf LGET p’ersbns_,l
V'._and' _4vf0r hgr | ’ofﬁce’sv .Dec'elﬁb'el_" repoft'” clarﬁ.fying ﬂ}le
.nugmerous "s'fva_ys 1n Whlch the hufﬁan fights '.bf LGBT 1‘3_ers"‘01_1$'
are pfoteéted under .‘ intelv‘n‘gtti"ona.l_l‘aw. - We '\ ‘thaiik the 85 |
countries who jo'ineda joint statemént 'caJllling‘ fovr'gn. énd to
crim_iné_’liz::atiqn 6fviolénce agéinsf' LGBT p}eoplél in.: March
- of 2011. And _Wé express 6_ur épprec’iation for‘Soﬁfh Africa’s
le_adefship on th'e_lre‘sollution last Junefthe first-ever UN
| i‘esolution ‘a'fﬁlrming the_. h.uma'n. irigh_ts of 'LGBT pedple;
WhiCh"CE_llléd‘f(')I’v the High Con‘m-liséioner’s_'r}eport a;nd’ oﬁr
discussion today.:'
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In December, Secretary_ of,State Clint’o’n' 'spoké’ here in
Geneva abdnt how protecting the human fig;hts of all peonle,‘
| including LGBT‘ peoplé, | rnmains pnrt of th‘e urgent
‘unﬂnishedl‘ Work for vthose committed to n_laking human
rights a _hnm_an reality‘.'. ESh:e canreAin a sp.ir.it‘of-hiunility.‘ She
| | spoké about our dwn conntfy.’s Ongoing Wo'rk——iiiéluding the
‘.renealgoﬁf “don’t'j.ns'k, don’t'teil’; Wthh took V'éf‘fect: 'lnst'yenn
.andv 'allowsg‘ay nien and‘leS'bian's.' to 'Se'r‘.Je“ npenly in 'onr
o arme'dj‘ .fnrces. | And she acknowledged that for many,
" nnceptmg that sexual orlentatlon and gender 1dent1ty do not
affect a person’s l‘hun”inagn nghﬁ .rls hard. - But she also
| Ae‘xnlain_ed Why it is both niec'e"SS,éry: and rignf. |
f' So While she ndted tha-t'snmetimés religious o\r 'cuitnral «
'values ére offered as a réason to Vloléte or not to protect the

human nghts of LGBT people, she also observed that “our
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| ¢ommitments to pfotect the freédom of religion and to
defend thé dignity of LGBT peopl;e gn;anate fr‘oin a common
sourc‘e. For many of us, religious belief and practiée is a &ital
source of mea‘ning.and identity, and .fur‘ldamental to who We
are as people. And likewise, Jfor most (‘)fu_s., ‘t.he'bonds of iové
and family that We forgé a:re‘v‘ also Viital'sources. of meaning |
| a'nd.iden-ii:ityv:_..;Hlumavn'_rig_'h't‘s are uhivei‘sal and cut %c’fosé_ aﬂ _
religions'.aﬁd cultures... While we alkfe‘ each free to 'bélvi'e’.Ve
Whate\}ér‘ Wé ‘choo‘s‘e, we cannot do ’W;hat_ex'fef‘We c.hdi‘(ivs"e,thot
in aAwor’Al(:i where we prbtect the 'huir'nén righ%s of all.”

~ And so, shé:séid, “Like .b‘eivng" a: woman, like being z} récial,
'rélli‘gli_oius, 'tribél,‘ or ethnic .min(;)ri‘ty, "being’_ LGBT dog‘:s ‘not
make.yoﬁ less human. And fhét is Why gay rlghts ér.e huAn'f‘ia'n
iflights, and hﬁman r,ights are géy rights. No méttér Wlhat'

we look 'like, where Wé come -froﬁ,‘ of Who'.we are, We are all

equally entitled to our human rights and dignity."’” And
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that’s Why a commitment to the universality of human rights

* remains a central tenet of U.S. foreign policy.

There is much work to be done. “ Today, 7»6 countries still

| 'criminalize c0ns§nsual same-sex rela’tionshiI‘)s or gondqc't,

| five under pgﬁalty of déath, and in far m‘ore-cdunt‘rieS,
o LGBT peopie face hat.red,‘disériminétionﬂ,;vioﬂten’ce or eﬁfen,

de’athvbecause of WhO ﬁiéy are dr Who .they'love. |

The 'Uﬁited, States 'Wofuld Welcome thev»pénel’s. commients.on -
| hdw pr'otectio‘h of thé. humé'h fights'bf LGBT persons iS fullff B
compatible with ami in'faét e—nhahceé pmtéction of hu'mah |
,fights;iﬁ,éluding fféedorgi' of réﬁgidn, ';freedé:(“)m» of -
expfgssioﬁ,’ and _freedombf association and aééembﬁy+f0r aH

o -indiVidualfs.. |
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