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Ilr. President,

I have the hemour to spealc on behalf of the luropean Union. This statement is based on the
Declaration on behalf of the European Union that was made earlier today by the [ligh
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs & Security Policy, Catherine Ashion.

The Acceding country Croatia, the candidate countrics the former Yugoslay Republic of
Mautduniu', Mnntenﬁgmz Iccland™ and Eierhiav, the country of the Stabilisation and
Associalion Process and potential candidate Albania, as well as the Republic of Moldova,
Armenia and Georgia, align themselves with this statement,

Mr. President,

Today's decision by the UN General Assembly to accord Non-Member Observer State stalus
i the United Nations to Palestine comes at a time when the latest escalation in the on-going
Laracli-Palestinian eonflict has causeid the death of a large number of innocent civilians. ‘This
15 a bitler reminder of the urgent necessity to move tforward Lowards the end ol the conflict.
Only a pofitical solution to the conflict can hring lasting security, peace and prosperity to
Palestinians and lsraclis. A comprehensive negotiated peace, which is a fundamental interest
ol'the KL, as well as the partics in the reégion, must and can be achieved on the basis of a two-
state solution with the State of Israel and a sovercign, democratic, contiguous and viahle State
ol Palestine, both living in agreed horders and cojoving peace and security.

T'he 1iU) has repeatedly expressed its support and wish for Palesting to become a full member

of the Uniled Nations as part of a solution to the conflict, The EU has also consistently
worked o advance the Palestinian Authority’s state-building cfforts under Prime Minister
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Croatia, the Former Yugoslay Republic of Macedoniz, Monlencgro and Serbia continue ta be pars of the-
stabilisalion and Association Pricess,
T leeland conlinues Lo be a member of EFTA and the Eurcpean Foonomic Ared,




Favvad. It will continue 1o do so. Recalling the Berlin Declaration of March 1994, the EU
reiterates its readiness to recognize a Palestinian State when appropriate.

M. President,

Laoking ahead after today’s vote, it is important tor all partics and actors involved to work
towards a settlement of the conflict with rencwed purpose and sense ol urgency. The
Europcan Union recalls its well-known positions on intra-Palestinian reconciliation behind
President Abbas, settlements and Isracl’s sccurity. The Buropean Union calls on all parties to
pursue actions conducive to an environment of conlidence necessary lo ensure meaningtul
negotiations and to refrain from actions (hat undermine the credibility of the process. The
Furopean Union urges both sides (o seek construclive ways to overcome the current obstacles
for a resumption ol dircet negotistions without delay or preconditions. It welcomes i this
regard the posilive statements previously made by President Abbas and Prime Minister
Netanyahu and urges them o maintain these commitments.

The EU reaftirms its posilion thal ¢lear parameters defining the basis for negotiations are key
elements for a successlul oulcome, logether with the avoiding of unilateral measures and acts
on the ground which undermine conlidence and the viability of the two-state solution.

The Curopean Union reaflirms that it will nol recognise any changes to the pre-1967 borders
including with regard to Jerusalem, other than those agreed by the parties and recalls its
position on negotiations, including the comclusions of the Poreign Affairs Council in
December 2009, in May 2012 as well as the stalement delivered on behalt of the Bl at the
UN Security Council on 21 April 2011,

The Eurapean Union will work actively, within the Quartet and with intermational partners, in
support of efforts to bring aboul substantive negolialions in the coming menths.




