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Statement of Bangladesh in the 37th Session of the Human Rights Council in the ID with the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism, on 01 March 2018, Palais des Nations, Geneva
Thank you Mme President. Bangladesh welcomes and values the work of the Special Rapporteur on terrorism and the Special Rapporteur on cultural rights.
We note with interest the Report of SR Ms. Fionnuala Ní Aoláin , specially her analysis to establish relations between unlawful denial of human rights and prolonged states of emergency. We agree with her that while terrorism is an old and global phenomenon with various forms and manifestations, it indeed lacks a comprehensive and agreed definition under international law. This gap needs to be filled up, as we are experiencing a global trend of politically motivated misinterpretation of the term "terrorism", very often resulting in atrocities and denial of human rights. As recommended by the SR, emergency powers that are created and perpetuated by counter-terrorism laws and practices should be temporary in nature. We also agree with her that States utilizing counter-terrorism laws that result in states of emergency need to maintain robust and independent judicial access and oversight.  

Mme President, 

Bangladesh has a firm position of combating the global scourge of terrorism. We strongly condemn all acts of terrorism, including State-sponsored terrorism, that has been committed and are still being committed in countries worldwide. We believe that international consensus and long-term commitment are required to address this menace, including tackling its root causes. Associating terrorism with any religion, nationality or ethnicity must be rejected outright. International, regional and national counter-terrorism regulations and subsequent prolonged emergency and covert emergency situations must not be used as tools for criminalizing and abusing civilian population. Therefore,  current paradigm of global strategy and review mechanism, including those of the UN, of countering terrorism need to be re-examined. International community needs to ensure that lawful struggle for self-determination and efforts to safeguard religious, cultural and ethnic identities of many people are not restrained by excessive manipulative use of international and state regulations on counter-terrorism. 
Thank you. 
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