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The m e e t i n g was c a l l e d t o o r d e r a t 3.20 p.m. 

STATEMENT BY MR. M. ROCARD, PRIME MINISTER OF FRANCE 

1. The CHAIRMAN, s p e a k i n g on b e h a l f o f the Commission on Human R i g h t s and on 

h i s own b e h a l f , s a i d t h a t the p r e s e n c e o f Mr. R o c a r d , Prime M i n i s t e r o f 

F r a n c e , who was a bout t o a d d r e s s the C ommission, d e m o n s t r a t e d t h e i m p o r t a n c e 

w h i c h F r a n c e a t t a c h e d t o r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s . 

2. I n h i s a d d r e s s on the o c c a s i o n o f the f o r t i e t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e 

U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s , P r e s i d e n t F r a n ç o i s M i t t e r r a n d had s a i d 

t h a t F r a n c e would s u p p o r t any p r o p o s a l aimed a t i n c r e a s i n g t h e r o l e o f the 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s and i t s h u m a n - r i g h t s e x p e r t s i n o r d e r t o make t h e i r m i s s i o n s i n 

t h e f i e l d more p r o d u c t i v e and t o e n s u r e t h a t t h e i r r e p o r t s were made p u b l i c , 

s i n c e o p p r e s s i o n welcomed s i l e n c e . 

3. Mr. Rocard was known as a s t a t e s m a n who, t h r o u g h o u t h i s b r i l l i a n t 

p o l i t i c a l c a r e e r , had been an o u t s t a n d i n g d e f e n d e r o f human r i g h t s and i t was 

w i t h g r e a t p l e a s u r e t h a t he i n v i t e d him t o a d d r e s s the C o m m ission. 

4. Mr. ROCARD (Prime M i n i s t e r o f F r a n c e ) s a i d t h a t h i s p r e s e n c e i n t h e 

C ommission, i n t h e year o f t h e B i c e n t e n n i a l o f t h e F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n and the 

D e c l a r a t i o n o f the R i g h t s o f Man and the C i t i z e n was, f i r s t o f a l l , an a c t o f 

f a i t h i n t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s . 

5. Some p e o p l e - and t h e r e were f a r t o o many o f them - had c a l l e d i n t o 

q u e s t i o n the v e r y u s e f u l n e s s o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s . However, t h e O r g a n i z a t i o n 

had s i l e n c e d those c r i t i c s , j u s t as i t had h e l p e d t o s i l e n c e the guns i n many 

a r e a s o f the w o r l d . Through i t s r e c e n t p r o p o s a l s f o r p e a c e f u l s e t t l e m e n t s , 

i t s p e a c e - k e e p i n g o p e r a t i o n s and the m e d i a t i o n o f i t s S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , the 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s had confounded i t s d e t r a c t o r s a g a i n and a g a i n . I n f a c e , who 

c o u l d have i m a g i n e d two y e a r s p r e v i o u s l y t h a t t h e r e would be such a r e s u r g e n c e 

o f the p e a c e f u l s e t t l e m e n t o f c o n f l i c t s , a r e s u r g e n c e w h i c h was u n d o u b t e d l y 

f a c i l i t a t e d by the East-West rapprochement but c r e d i t f o r w h i c h was due t o the 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s and i t s S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l who, t h r o u g h h i s u n t i r i n g campaign 

f o r peace and thus f o r human r i g h t s , had r a i s e d h i s o f f i c e t o an u n p r e c e n t e d 

l e v e l o f p r e s t i g e . M e n t i o n s h o u l d a l s o be made o f t h e f a c t t h a t the " B l u e 

H e l m e t s " had j u s t been awarded a Nobel P r i z e , an honour which r e f l e c t e d on the 

e n t i r e O r g a n i z a t i o n . 

6. W h i l e e x c e s s i v e o p t i m i s m was t o be a v o i d e d , i t was h e a r t e n i n g t o note t h e 

e x t e n t o f the r e c e n t i n i t i a t i v e s i n c l u d i n g peace n e g o t i a t i o n s between I r a n and 

I r a q , i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f the Geneva A c c o r d s on A f g h a n i s t a n , m e d i a t i o n o f the 

S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l i n C y p r u s , n e g o t i a t i o n o f a peace p l a n i n the 

W e s t e r n S a h a r a , development o f an independence p r o c e s s i n N a m ibia and, more 

g e n e r a l l y , a r e d o u b l i n g o f e f f o r t s i n s o u t h e r n A f r i c a . 

7. I n t h a t r e g a r d , a s p e c i a l t r i b u t e s h o u l d be p a i d t o t h e v i g i l a n c e 

e x e r c i s e d by t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s t o e n s u r e t h a t a p a r t h e i d became the s u b j e c t o f 

unanimous c e n s u r e . The Commission's u n t i r i n g p r e s s u r e t o t h a t end would 

c e r t a i n l y c o n t r i b u t e t o the d i s m a n t l i n g o f a p a r t h e i d . F r a n c e r e j e c t e d 

a p a r t h e i d u n e q u i v o c a l l y , and t h e members o f h i s Government never f a i l e d t o 

show by unambiguous g e s t u r e s t h e i r u n r e s e r v e d condemnation o f t h e a p a r t h e i d 

r é g i m e . 
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8. H i s p r e s e n c e i n t h e Commission was a l s o an a c t o f f a i t h i n m u l t i l a t e r a l 

d i p l o m a t i c a c t i o n , w h i c h the U n i t e d N a t i o n s s y m b o l i z e d . W i t h r e g a r d t o t h e 

I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n c o n f l i c t , f o r i n s t a n c e , F r a n c e was i n f a v o u r o f the 

c o n v e n i n g o f an i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e which would b r i n g t o g e t h e r t h e 

p a r t i e s d i r e c t l y c o n c e r n e d and the f i v e permanent members o f the 

S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l . Such a c o n f e r e n c e would not be a b l e t o impose s o l u t i o n s , 

but m u l t i l a t e r a l a c t i o n c o u l d and s h o u l d p l a y t h e r o l e o f a c a t a l y s t w h i c h 

a l o n e made p o s s i b l e t he convergence o f the w i l l o f the p a r t i c i p a n t s t o s u c c e e d . 

9. Another example was a c o n f e r e n c e w h i c h had r e c e n t l y been h e l d i n P a r i s on 

the i n i t i a t i v e o f P r e s i d e n t M i t t e r r a n d . One hundred and f o r t y - n i n e S t a t e s had 

adopted unanimously a d e c l a r a t i o n whereby they e x p r e s s e d t h e i r d e t e r m i n a t i o n 

t o p r e v e n t any use o f c h e m i c a l weapons by e l i m i n a t i n g them c o m p l e t e l y and 

c a l l e d on S t a t e s w h i c h had n o t y e t done so t o accede t o the 1925 P r o t o c o l . 

Ten S t a t e s had announced such a c c e s s i o n a t the end o f the C o n f e r e n c e . The 

p a r t i c i p a n t s had i n v i t e d the Geneva C o n f e r e n c e on Disarmament t o r e d o u b l e i t s 

e f f o r t s t o r e s o l v e o u t s t a n d i n g problems p r o m p t l y and t o c o n c l u d e a c o n v e n t i o n 

i n the s h o r t e s t p o s s i b l e t i m e . A new phase o f the n e g o t i a t i o n s f o r the 

a d o p t i o n o f the c o n v e n t i o n was s h o r t l y t o b e g i n and t h e M i n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n 

A f f a i r s o f h i s c o u n t r y would a t t e n d i n p e r s o n t o u n d e r s c o r e F r a n c e ' s 

commitment t o t h e s u c c e s s o f t h o s e m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

1 0. However, h i s p r e s e n c e i n t h e Commission was p r i m a r i l y f o r the purpose o f 

p a y i n g t r i b u t e t o t h e c o n s i d e r a b l e work done by t h e Commission s i n c e 1946, 

i n i t i a l l y t h r o u g h the e l a b o r a t i o n o f fu n d a m e n t a l t e x t s such as the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s and t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s , t h e C o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t 

T o r t u r e and Other C r u e l , Inhuman o r D e g r a d i n g Treatment o r Punishment and so 

f o r t h . I t was t o be hoped t h a t , a f t e r 10 y e a r s o f n e g o t i a t i o n s , t he d r a f t 

C o n v e n t i o n on t h e R i g h t s o f the C h i l d would soon be a d o p t e d . 

1 1 . However, t h e Commission had n o t c o n f i n e d i t s e l f t o s t a n d a r d - s e t t i n g . 

From the 1970s onwards, i t had been c o n c e r n e d w i t h m o n i t o r i n g t h e 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f such s t a n d a r d s by a d o p t i n g p r o c e d u r e s such as t h e 

c o n f i d e n t i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e s i t u a t i o n o f c e r t a i n c o u n t r i e s under t h e 

s o - c a l l e d " r e s o l u t i o n 1503 ( X L V I I I ) p r o c e d u r e " o r t h r o u g h the a d o p t i o n o f 

p u b l i c r e s o l u t i o n s , t h e appointment o f s p e c i a l r a p p o r t e u r s o r t h e d i s p a t c h o f 

o b s e r v a t i o n m i s s i o n s . I t was t r u e t h a t t he e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f those v a r i o u s 

mechanisms was s t i l l t o o l i m i t e d . The view might be v e n t u r e d , p e r h a p s , t h a t 

S t a t e s sometimes tended t o p r o t e c t one a n o t h e r and t h a t some o f them were 

r e l u c t a n t t o c o - o p e r a t e f u l l y w i t h t he Co m m i s s i o n . N e v e r t h e l e s s , o v e r the 

p a s t 15 y e a r s , p r o g r e s s had u n d o u b t e d l y been made. As t h i n g s s t o o d , no S t a t e 

i n c u l p a t e d by t h e Commission c o u l d remain i n d i f f e r e n t t o t h e f a c t . 

12. T h u s , 40 y e a r s a f t e r the a d o p t i o n o f the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human 

R i g h t s , i t was a p p a r e n t t h a t a v e r i t a b l e i n t e r n a t i o n a l e t h i c had been 

e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h r e g a r d t o human r i g h t s . L e g a l i n s t r u m e n t s e x i s t e d w h i c h made 

i t p o s s i b l e t o d e f i n e a common language on t h e b a s i s o f wh i c h d i a l o g u e had 

become p o s s i b l e . However, h i s t o r y showed t h a t i t was not enough f o r 

Governments t o s t a t e p r i n c i p l e s and t o u n d e r t a k e commitments f o r t h o s e 

p r i n c i p l e s t o be r e s p e c t e d . A c t i o n by tho s e who d i d n o t g o v e r n was a l s o 

n e c e s s a r y . 

1 3 . I n 1948, t h e Member S t a t e s o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s had s i g n e d t h e U n i v e r s a l 

D e c l a r a t i o n w h i c h enumerated i n i t s 30 a r t i c l e s t he f u n d a m e n t a l freedoms and 
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r i g h t s o f a l l human b e i n g s . He wondered, however, whether t h e r e was'a s i n g l e 

S t a t e o f tho s e w h i c h had s i g n e d t h e D e c l a r a t i o n 40 y e a r s p r e v i o u s l y w h i c h 

c o u l d a s s e r t t h a t i t had s c r u p u l o u s l y r e s p e c t e d e v e r y one o f t h o s e a r t i c l e s 

o v e r the f o u r decades i n q u e s t i o n . Human R i g h t s were e f f e c t i v e o n l y i f human 

b e i n g s s e i z e d upon them. That was where t h e e s s e n t i a l r o l e o f t h e 

non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s came i n . 

14. Whatever good w i l l m i ght e x i s t , i t c o u l d h a r d l y be e x p e c t e d t h a t 

Governments would s p o n t a n e o u s l y b r i n g b e f o r e n a t i o n a l and I n t e r n a t i o n a l p u b l i c 

o p i n i o n v i o l a t i o n s - l a r g e o r s m a l l - o f human r i g h t s p e r p e t r a t e d i n t h e i r 

t e r r i t o r y o r t h a t they would a u t o m a t i c a l l y denounce a l l t h o s e committed 

e l s e w h e r e . When Governments were s i l e n t , t he non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

s p o k e . When Governments were p o w e r l e s s , the non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

a c t e d . Then the o p p r e s s o r s h e s i t a t e d , t h e o p p r e s s e d r e s i s t e d and t h o s e who 

had been e x c l u d e d began t o hope. That was why, as P r e s i d e n t M i t t e r r a n d had 

s a i d , F r a n c e would be i n f a v o u r o f any measure t h a t c o n s o l i d a t e d the a c t i o n o f 

non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , d e f i n e d t h e i r s t a t u s more p r e c i s e l y and 

p r o t e c t e d t h e i r members and t h e i r w i t n e s s e s . 

15. L a s t l y , h i s pr e s e n c e i n t h e Commission t e s t i f i e d t o t h e eminent p o s i t i o n 

w h i c h the Commission on Human R i g h t s s h o u l d h o l d w i t h i n t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s . 

However, i t was the bounden d u t y o f any w i t n e s s t o speak the whole t r u t h and 

t h u s t o a s s e s s the c r i t i c i s m s t h a t had been made o f t h e Co m m i s s i o n . 

16. The f i r s t such c r i t i c i s m was t h a t t h e Commission on Human R i g h t s was t o o 

f r e e i n i t s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e p r i n c i p l e o f n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e i n i n t e r n a l 

a f f a i r s . C l e a r l y t h e r e was no q u e s t i o n o f c a l l i n g t h a t p r i n c i p l e i n t o 

q u e s t i o n , i n view o f i t s major c o n t r i b u t i o n t o m a i n t a i n i n g peace i n t h e 

w o r l d However, i t was a l s o r e l e v a n t t h a t A r t i c l e s 55 and 56 o f t h e C h a r t e r 

o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s s o l e m n l y a f f i r m e d t h a t human r i g h t s were e s s e n t i a l l y 

u n i v e r s a l and t h a t a l l Member S t a t e s had imposed t h a t u n i v e r s a l i t y upon 

t h e m s e l v e s as an o b j e c t i v e l i m i t a t i o n on t h e p r i n c i p l e o f n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e : 

i f human r i g h t s were i n v o l v e d , t h e n no S t a t e t h a t was a s i g n a t o r y o f the 

C h a r t e r c o u l d l e g i t i m a t e l y o b j e c t t o a n o t h e r s i g n a t o r y S t a t e and, a f o r t i o r i , 

a non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g i t s e l f w i t h the m a t t e r . 

1 7 . T h a t was the s i g n i f i c a n c e o f the i m p o r t a n t r e s o l u t i o n adopted on 
8 December 1988, on a t the i n i t i a t i v e o f F r a n c e , by the G e n e r a l Assembly o f 

the United N a t i o n s . W h i l e r e c a l l i n g t h e I m p e r a t i v e s o f n a t i o n a l s o v e r e i g n t y , 

the r e s o l u t i o n a f f i r m e d the p r i m a c y o f a c c e s s t o v i c t i m s i n the cas e o f 

n a t u r a l d i s a s t e r s and emergency s i t u a t i o n s . I n t h a t c o n n e c t i o n , he p a i d 

t r i b u t e t o the S o v i e t a u t h o r i t i e s w h i c h , on the v e r y day t h a t r e s o l u t i o n was 

a d o p t e d , had implemented i t by o p e n i n g t h e i r b o r d e r s t o t h e r e s c u e p a r t i e s , 

w h i c h had a r r i v e d t o h e l p the v i c t i m s .of the Armenian e a r t h q u a k e . That 

u n p r e c e d e n t e d a c t i o n , h e l d o u t new p r o m i s e f o r e f f e c t i v e r e c o g n i t i o n o f the 

u n i v e r s a l i t y o f human r i g h t s . I t showed t h a t , where f u l l c o - o p e r a t i o n was 

e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e s e r v i c e o f v i c t i m s , a c t i o n s i n f a v o u r o f human r i g h t s c o u l d 

no l o n g e r be r e g a r d e d as u n f r i e n d l y , b u t as the p r a c t i c a l r e f l e c t i o n o f human 

s o l i d a r i t y . 

1 8 . A se c o n d c r i t i c i s m was t h a t t h e Commission's i n d i g n a t i o n was s e l e c t i v e , a 

c o m p l a i n t f o r which t h e r e was some f o u n d a t i o n . T h a t had harmed the r e p u t a t i o n 

o f the Commission but i t was t e n d i n g t o d i m i n i s h . F o r example, t h e r e c o u l d be 

no doubt t h a t the i n d i g n a t i o n o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s had been t o o o f t e n 

e x p r e s s e d w i t h r e g a r d t o L a t i n A m e r i c a as a w h o l e . However, r e c e n t 
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i n i t i a t i v e s showed t h a t o t h e r c o n t i n e n t s were h a v i n g t h e i r t u r n and were 

i n c r e a s i n g l y becoming t h e o b j e c t o f t h e v i g i l a n t a t t e n t i o n o f the 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l community and o f i t s j u s t i f i e d s e v e r i t y . 

1 9 . H i s Government hoped t h a t t h a t t r e n d would c o n t i n u e and t h a t the 

Commission would n o t h e s i t a t e t o take up s i t u a t i o n s such as t h a t o f t h e 

u n f o r t u n a t e Romanian p e o p l e whose r u l e r s were i s o l a t i n g t h e m s e l v e s from t h e 

European mainstream t h a t had r e c e n t l y been c h a n n e l l e d by the a d o p t i o n w i t h o u t 

r e s e r v a t i o n a t V i e n n a by t h e C o n f e r e n c e on S e c u r i t y and C o - o p e r a t i o n i n Europe 

o f p r o c e d u r e s f o r the p r o t e c t i o n o f human r i g h t s . 

20. The t h i r d c r i t i c i s m was t h a t , g i v e n t h e v a r i e t y o f p r o c e d u r e s employed, 

i t was s u r e l y a d v i s a b l e t o r a t i o n a l i z e them f o r the sake o f e f f i c i e n c y . I f i t 

t r i e d t o p e r f e c t a s i n g l e p r o c e d u r e , however, t h e Commission might w e l l l o s e 

what had been t o d a t e i t s most v a l u a b l e a d v a n t a g e : the i n n o v a t i v e f l e x i b i l i t y 

w h i c h had e n a b l e d i t t o e s t a b l i s h new p r o c e d u r e s whenever n e c e s s a r y . I t would 

be p r e f e r a b l e t o e n s u r e , f o r i n s t a n c e , t h a t t h e r e p o r t s b e i n g p r e p a r e d by 

s p e c i a l r a p p o r t e u r s were g i v e n g r e a t e r p u b l i c i t y . The Commission's o n l y 

s a n c t i o n was p u b l i c i t y , w h i c h a c t e d a s a d e t e r r e n t t o o p p r e s s o r s . Whenever a 

g e n u i n e s p i r i t o f c o - o p e r a t i o n e x i s t e d , o f c o u r s e , a c o n s t r u c t i v e 

recommendation s h o u l d be the r u l e . O nly i n the c o n t r a r y c a s e , would p u b l i c i t y 

be needed. 

2 1 . F a s t e r r e a c t i o n on t h e p a r t o f the Commission s h o u l d be promoted when 

f l a g r a n t and ma s s i v e v i o l a t i o n s o c c u r r e d . P u b l i c o p i n i o n had d i f f i c u l t y i n 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g the long-drawn-out r e a c t i o n t i m e s which gave r i s e t o do u b t a n d , 

i n the l o n g r u n , harmed the c r e d i b i l i t y o f the O r g a n i z a t i o n . 

22. The f o u r t h , and l a s t , c r i t i c i s m c o n c e r n e d the i n s u f f i c i e n t i m p o r t a n c e 

a t t a c h e d t o a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s . The p r o t e c t i o n o f human r i g h t s s h o u l d n o t 

n e g l e c t t h a t o t h e r a s p e c t : the p r o m o t i o n o f human r i g h t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y when a 

d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e s s began f o l l o w i n g a p e r i o d o f o p p r e s s i o n . I t was f i n e t h a t 

the d e f e n d e r s o f human r i g h t s s h o u l d m o b i l i z e a g a i n s t o p p r e s s o r s . A l l t o o 

o f t e n , however, they abandoned the campaign once an a p p a r e n t l y d e c i s i v e 

v i c t o r y had been won, whereas t h e most d i f f i c u l t t a s k s t i l l remained t o be 

t a c k l e d : t he r e s t o r a t i o n o f a d u r a b l e d e m o c r a t i c f a b r i c . Democracy was 

f r a g i l e ; n o n e o f i t s a t t r i b u t e s was p e r m a n e n t l y g u a r a n t e e d . I t was an 

ongoing f i g h t , a p e r p e t u a l hope, sometimes t h r e a t e n e d w i t h r e t r o g r e s s i o n and 

alw a y s c a p a b l e o f f u r t h e r improvement. N e e d l e s s t o s a y , such a d v i s o r y 

s e r v i c e s s h o u l d n o t be a l l o w e d t o become a c o v e r f o r régimes p a y i n g mere 

l i p - s e r v i c e t o democracy. 

23. He c o n g r a t u l a t e d t h e U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l f o r Human R i g h t s on h i s 

d e c i s i o n t o a c c o r d p r i o r i t y t o the development o f a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s as a 

s p e c i a l i n s t r u m e n t f o r t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f human r i g h t s . H i s Government 

s u p p o r t e d t h o s e e f f o r t s and h i s c o u n t r y would make a major c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the 

f i n a n c i n g o f the a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s . 

24. Two c e n t u r i e s p r e v i o u s l y , t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the F r e n c h p e o p l e , 

meeting i n a N a t i o n a l A s s e m b l y , had t a k e n the v i e w t h a t , even b e f o r e 

e l a b o r a t i n g a c o n s t i t u t i o n , i t was e s s e n t i a l t o s e t f o r t h i n a solemn 

D e c l a r a t i o n the i n a l i e n a b l e and s a c r e d n a t u r a l r i g h t s o f man so t h a t i t would 

c o n s t a n t l y r e c a l l t h e i r r i g h t s and d u t i e s t o a l l members o f t h e s o c i a l body. 

That D e c l a r a t i o n o f 26 August 1789 had become a m i l e s t o n e i n the h i s t o r y o f 

t h e w o r l d because i t c a t e g o r i c a l l y s t a t e d t h a t human r i g h t s were u n i v e r s a l and 
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t h a t a p o l i t i c a l régime had no p u r p o s e o t h e r t h a n t o p r e s e r v e t h e n a t u r a l and 

i n d e f e a s i b l e r i g h t s o f man, namely, freedcwi, p r o p e r t y , s e c u r i t y , and 

r e s i s t a n c e t o o p p r e s s i o n , t h a t were i n h e r e n t i n t h e human b e i n g and p r i o r t o 

a l l s o c i e t y and a l l power. 

2 5. The a d o p t i o n o f the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s i n 1948 c l e a r l y 

m a n i f e s t e d a f t e r the h o r r o r s o f the Second World War, the d e c i s i o n o f the 

Member S t a t e s o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s t o make th e u n i v e r s a l i t y o f r i g h t s 

e f f e c t i v e . I n p r o p o s i n g what they c a l l e d "a common s t a n d a r d o f a c h i e v e m e n t 

f o r a l l p e o p l e s and a l l n a t i o n s " , t h e a u t h o r s o f the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n had 

s e t a k i n d o f i m p o s s i b l e a i m , s i n c e the h u m a n - r i g h t s dawn appeared a t the time 

t o be e x t r e m e l y r e m o t e . However, because women and men, g o v e r n o r s and 

g o v e r n e d , had, i n e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g numbers a p p r o p r i a t e d t o t h e m s e l v e s t h a t 

common s t a n d a r d , what was p o s s i b l e i n r e s p e c t o f human r i g h t s had c o n s t a n t l y 

expanded. A c c o r d i n g t o the words o f the p h i l o s o p h e r , a l l h i s t o r i c a l 

e x p e r i e n c e c o n f i r m e d t h a t t h e p o s s i b l e c o u l d never have been a c h i e v e d w i t h o u t 

c o n s t a n t and i n c e s s a n t e f f o r t s t o a t t a i n the i m p o s s i b l e . 

26. The CHAIRMAN, s p e a k i n g on b e h a l f o f the C o m m i s s i o n , t h a n k e d the 

Prime M i n i s t e r o f F r a n c e f o r h i s s t a t e m e n t w h i c h would be a s t i m u l u s t o 

e veryone s t r i v i n g t o promote human r i g h t s t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d . I t was most 

e n c o u r a g i n g t o know t h a t the Commission c o u l d c o u n t on the f i r m s u p p o r t o f the 

government o f F r a n c e i n i t s endeavours t o a c h i e v e t a n g i b l e r e s u l t s i n t h e 

campaign t o s e c u r e r e s p e c t f o r a l l human r i g h t s and t h e i r enjoyment by a l l 

human b e i n g s . 

The meeting was suspended a t 4 p.m. and resumed a t 4.10 p.m. 

THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND ITS APPLICATION TO PEOPLES 

UNDER COLONIAL OR ALIEN TOMINATION OR FOREIGN OCCUPATION (agenda i t e m 9) 

( c o n t i n u e d ) (E/CN.4/1989/13, 14, 49, 52, 53, 55, 59 and 61; 

E/CN.4/1989/NGO/33; A/43/735) 

27. Mr. TRAN mm (Observer f o r V i e t Nam) s a i d t h a t the V i e t n a m e s e p e o p l e , 

w h i c h had made innumerable s a c r i f i c e s d u r i n g more t h a n 30 y e a r s o f war i n 

o r d e r t o r e g a i n i t s r i g h t t o d e c i d e on i t s own d e s t i n y , r e s p e c t e d the r i g h t o f 

o t h e r p e o p l e s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . H i s Government f i r m l y s u p p o r t e d the 

P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e ' s s t r u g g l e f o r t h e r i g h t t o e s t a b l i s h an i n d e p e n d e n t S t a t e 

and t o l i v e i n a r e g i o n o f peace and s e c u r i t y . I t a l s o s u p p o r t e d the e f f o r t s 

o f the Arab p e o p l e s t o r e g a i n t h e i r t e r r i t o r i e s from t h e Z i o n i s t o c c u p i e r s , 

and encouraged the p e o p l e s o f s o u t h e r n A f r i c a i n t h e i r s t r u g g l e f o r the 

independence o f N a m i b i a . 

28. V i e t Nam s t o o d s i d e by s i d e w i t h the f r a t e r n a l p e o p l e s o f Cuba, N i c a r a g u a 

and A n g o l a i n t h e i r j u s t f i g h t t o d e f e n d t h e i r independence and s o v e r e i g n t y 

a g a i n s t the t h r e a t o f i m p e r i a l i s t a g g r e s s i o n . I n t h a t c o n n e c t i o n , h i s 

d e l e g a t i o n vehemently condemned the i m p e r i a l i s t f o r c e s ' use o f m e r c e n a r i e s as 

a means o f p r e v e n t i n g t h e e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n C e n t r a l America and s o u t h e r n A f r i c a . 

2 9. Over t h e p a s t y e a r , a number o f v e r y p o s i t i v e developments i n Kampuchea 

and S o u t h - E a s t A s i a i n g e n e r a l had opened the way f o r a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n t o 

the problem o f Kampuchea. At t h e end o f 1988, V i e t Nam had c o m p l e t e d i t s 

w i t h d r a w a l o f 50,000 v o l u n t e e r t r o o p s , and had s o l e m n l y d e c l a r e d t h a t t h e 
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r e m a i n i n g t r o o p s would be w i t h d r a w n by September 1989 a t the l a t e s t , as p a r t 

o f a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n t o t h e problem o f Kampuchea. I f no p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n 

were r e a c h e d , a l l V i e t n a m e s e t r o o p s would be wi t h d r a w n from Kampuchea i n 1990. 

30. Another s i g n i f i c a n t development was t h a t , f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e , 

a f t e r 10 y e a r s o f c o n f r o n t a t i o n and d e a d l o c k , the two gro u p s o f 

S o u t h - E a s t A s i a n c o u n t r i e s and the f o u r Kampuchean f a c t i o n s had met a t 

J a k a r t a f r o m 25 t o 28 J u l y 1988 i n the " J a k a r t a I n f o r m a l M e e t i n g " (JIM) i n 

o r d e r t o seek a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n t o t h e p r o b l e m o f Kampuchea. I n h i s 

c l o s i n g s t a t e m e n t a t the J I M , the I n d o n e s i a n M i n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s had 

s t a t e d t h a t a l l the p a r t i e s s h a r e d t h e view t h a t t h e two c r u c i a l i s s u e s i n the 

p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n o f the Kampuchean pr o b l e m were the w i t h d r a w a l o f Vietnamese 

t r o o p s and the p r e v e n t i o n o f a r e t u r n t o t h e p o l i c i e s and g e n o c i d a l p r a c t i c e s 

o f P o l P o t . 

3 1 . The p r e s e n c e o f V i e t n a m e s e v o l u n t e e r t r o o p s i n Kampuchea by no means 

s i g n i f i e d an armed f o r e i g n o c c u p a t i o n o f Kampuchea, w h i c h p r e v e n t e d the 

Kampuchean p e o p l e from e x e r c i s i n g i t s r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . On t h e 

c o n t r a r y , V i e t n a m e s e t r o o p s were i n t h a t c o u n t r y p r e c i s e l y i n o r d e r t o 

g u a r a n t e e t h a t the Kampuchean p e o p l e was a b l e t o e x e r c i s e a l l i t s r i g h t s , t h e 

most f u n d a m e n t a l o f w h i c h was the r i g h t t o l i v e f r e e from t h e t h r e a t o f 

g e n o c i d e . 

32. S i n c e t h e f i r s t J I M i n J u l y 1988 had produced i m p o r t a n t r e s u l t s , a l l the 

p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d had a g r e e d t o h o l d a second J I M from 19 t o 21 F e b r u a r y 1989 

f o r t he purpose o f f u r t h e r i n g the p r o c e s s o f d i a l o g u e among the c o u n t r i e s o f 

S o u t h - E a s t A s i a and between t h e Kampuchean f a c t i o n s i n o r d e r t o a c h i e v e a j u s t 

and l a s t i n g p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n i n t h e i n t e r e s t o f t h e Kampuchean p e o p l e and o f 

peace and s t a b i l i t y i n S o u t h - E a s t A s i a . 

33. R e s o l u t i o n 1988/6 o f t h e Commission on Human R i g h t s , e n t i t l e d " S i t u a t i o n 

i n Kampuchea" i n no way r e f l e c t e d the s p i r i t o f d i a l o g u e and c o - o p e r a t i o n t h a t 

had c h a r a c t e r i z e d the J I M and f a l s i f i e d t he a c t u a l s i t u a t i o n i n Kampuchea. 

Such a r e s o l u t i o n would o n l y p r o l o n g the d e a d l o c k on the i s s u e w i t h i n the 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s , t h u s p r e v e n t i n g t h e O r g a n i z a t i o n from c a r r y i n g o u t i t s n o b l e 

t a s k o f f i n d i n g a s o l u t i o n t o the problem o f Kampuchea. V i e t Nam a d v o c a t e d 

t h e b e g i n n i n g o f a new e r a o f c o - o p e r a t i o n among t h e c o u n t r i e s o f 

S o u t h - E a s t A s i a w i t h i n the U n i t e d N a t i o n s , which would e n a b l e the 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s t o t a k e an a c t i v e r o l e i n t h e s e t t l e m e n t o f the p r o b l e m . 

34. M i s s CHAALAN (Observer f o r the S y r i a n Arab R e p u b l i c ) s a i d t h a t , 

s i n c e 1948, t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e had been t h e v i c t i m o f one o f the most 

s e r i o u s c r i m e s a g a i n s t h u m a n i t y , w h i c h n o t o n l y d e p r i v e d i t o f i t s c i v i l , 

p o l i t i c a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s b u t a l s o t h r e a t e n e d i t s v e r y e x i s t e n c e . 

I s r a e l ' s p o l i c y o f a g g r e s s i o n and e x p a n s i o n i s m and i t s v i o l a t i o n s o f human 

r i g h t s i n d e f i a n c e o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l law posed an o b s t a c l e t o t h e achievement 

o f a j u s t and l a s t i n g peace i n the M i d d l e E a s t . The w o r l d Z i o n i s t movement 

was a t t e m p t i n g t o f o r c e t h e A r a b p o p u l a t i o n o u t o f t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s 

and t o r e p l a c e i t w i t h s e t t l e m e n t s o f Jews frcan a l l o v e r the w o r l d . To 

a c h i e v e t h a t g o a l , t h e I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s c o n f i s c a t e d Arab l a n d and p r o p e r t y , 

d e p o r t i n g o r i m p r i s o n i n g the l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n . I s r a e l ' s abominable N a z i 

p r a c t i c e s had l e d the U n i t e d N a t i o n s t o equate Zionism w i t h r a c i s m . 

35. The e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f s e t t l e m e n t s was n o t the o n l y means by w h i c h I s r a e l 

s o ught t o change t h e demographic c h a r a c t e r o f the o c c u p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s . 
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P u r s u i n g t h e i r p o l i c y o f e x p a n s i o n i s m and a g g r e s s i o n , t h e Z i o n i s t s p l a n n e d t o 

annex the West Bank, the Gaza S t r i p and the G o l a n H e i g h t s , as w e l l as 

E a s t J e r u s a l e m . I n 1981, I s r a e l had adopted a r e s o l u t i o n d e c l a r i n g t h e 

a n n e x a t i o n o f the G o l a n H e i g h t s i n d e f i a n c e o f S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 

r e s o l u t i o n 497 ( 1 9 8 1 ) . I s r a e l ' s a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e o c c u p i e d A r a b t e r r i t o r i e s 

were f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w , i n p a r t i c u l a r the F o u r t h Geneva 

C o n v e n t i o n o f 12 August 1949 and S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s 607 

and 608 ( 1 9 8 7 ) . The r u t h l e s s p r a c t i c e s o f the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s i n t h e 

o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s had a r o u s e d the i n d i g n a t i o n even o f I s r a e l ' s s t a u n c h e s t 

s u p p o r t e r s . 

36. The r e g i o n o f s o u t h e r n A f r i c a had l o n g been s u b j e c t e d t o a régime j u s t as 

o d i o u s as the r a c i s t Z i o n i s t r é g i m e . South A f r i c a v i o l a t e d the c i v i l , 

p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l , economic and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s o f i t s b l a c k m a j o r i t y ; i t had 

o c c u p i e d Namibia and engaged i n a c t s o f a g g r e s s i o n a g a i n s t the f r o n t - l i n e 

S t a t e s . 

37. I t was no a c c i d e n t t h a t t h e Z i o n i s t and a p a r t h e i d régimes c o - o p e r a t e d i n 

v a r i o u s f i e l d s , e s p e c i a l l y i n n u c l e a r r e s e a r c h . T ogether t h e y p l a n n e d t o 

dominate the Ar a b and A f r i c a n p e o p l e s t h r o u g h the use o f t h r e a t s and t e r r o r . 

The U n i t e d S t a t e s - w h i c h s u p p l i e d the a r s e n a l s o f b o t h I s r a e l and 

S o u t h A f r i c a - had c o n s i s t e n t l y opposed the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f comprehensive 

and mandatory s a n c t i o n s a g a i n s t those two r é g i m e s . 

38. S y r i a a t t a c h e d p a r t i c u l a r i m p o r t a n c e t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f m e r c e n a r i e s , 

s i n c e t h e i r t e r r o r i s t a c t s were d e s i g n e d t o d e s t a b i l i z e d e v e l o p i n g S t a t e s and 

t o p r e v e n t p e o p l e s from e x e r c i s i n g t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . The use 

o f m e r c e n a r i e s was c o n t r a r y t o the b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w , 

na m e l y , n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e i n t h e i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s o f S t a t e s and r e s p e c t f o r the 

independence and t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y o f s o v e r e i g n S t a t e s . 

3 9 . The i n t i f a d a h i n t h e o c c u p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s was a g e n u i n e p o p u l a r 

r e v o l t a g a i n s t i n j u s t i c e and o p p r e s s i o n , and S y r i a b e l i e v e d t h a t the A r a b 

P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e had no a l t e r n a t i v e b u t t o e s t a b l i s h t h e i r own S t a t e , and 

t h a t t h e r e was no a l t e r n a t i v e t o the r e t u r n o f the G o l a n H e i g h t s t o S y r i a . 

A l l t h a t i m p l i e d t he t o t a l w i t h d r a w a l o f I s r a e l i t r o o p s from t h e o c c u p i e d 

t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m . The c o n v e n i n g o f an i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace 

c o n f e r e n c e on t h e M i d d l e E a s t under U n i t e d N a t i o n s a u s p i c e s and w i t h t h e 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f a l l p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d , i n c l u d i n g t h e P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n 

O r g a n i s a t i o n and the permanent members o f the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , was t h e o n l y 

way t o ensure a j u s t and l a s t i n g peace i n the r e g i o n . 

40. W i t h r e g a r d t o s o u t h e r n A f r i c a , t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community s h o u l d 

i n t e n s i f y i t s e f f o r t s t o end a p a r t h e i d i n South A f r i c a t h r o u g h the r i g o r o u s 

a p p l i c a t i o n o f comprehensive and mandatory s a n c t i o n s a g a i n s t t h a t c o u n t r y . 

S y r i a hoped t h a t the t r i p a r t i t e agreement between Cuba, A n g o l a and 

South A f r i c a , t o g e t h e r w i t h the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 

r e s o l u t i o n 435 ( 1 9 7 8 ) , would l e a d t o the t o t a l independence o f N a m i b i a . 

4 1 . Mr. NGO НАС TEAM (Observer f o r D e m o c r a t i c Kampuchea), h a v i n g r e a f f i r m e d 

h i s c o u n t r y ' s unwavering s u p p o r t f o r the j u s t c a u s e s o f the p e o p l e s o f 

A f g h a n i s t a n , P a l e s t i n e , s o u t h e r n A f r i c a and Namibia i n t h e i r e f f o r t s t o 

e x e r c i s e t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , a f u n d a m e n t a l human r i g h t w i t h o u t 

w h i c h t h e r e c o u l d be n e i t h e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace nor i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y , 

s a i d t h a t i n c r e a s i n g e f f o r t s were b e i n g made t o f i n d a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n t o 
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the p r o b l e m o f Kampuchea, w h i c h had s u f f e r e d i n v a s i o n , o c c u p a t i o n and 

h u m i l i a t i o n f o r over 10 y e a r s . P r i n c e Sihanouk had r e c e n t l y p r o p o s e d a 

f i v e - p o i n t peace p l a n : f i r s t l y , V ietnamese t r o o p s would be w i t h d r a w n from 

Kampuchea a c c o r d i n g t o a s t r i c t t i m e t a b l e and w i t h o u t l i n k a g e t o t h e q u e s t i o n 

o f f o r e i g n a i d t o Kampuchean army f a c t i o n s ; s e c o n d l y , b e f o r e g e n e r a l 

e l e c t i o n s were h e l d , t h e " P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f Kampuchea" and D e m o c r a t i c 

Kampuchea ( i . e . t h e C o a l i t i o n Government) would be s i m u l t a n e o u s l y d i s m a n t l e d ; 

t h i r d l y , g e n e r a l e l e c t i o n s would t a k e p l a c e under i n t e r n a t i o n a l s u p e r v i s i o n ; 

f o u r t h l y , a p r o v i s i o n a l q u a d r i p a r t i t e government would be formed and a 

q u a d r i p a r t i t e n a t i o n a l army; a n d , l a s t l y , an i n t e r n a t i o n a l U n i t e d N a t i o n s 

p e a c e - k e e p i n g f o r c e s h o u l d be d i s p a t c h e d t o Kampuchea. 

42. The C o a l i t i o n Government o f D e m o c r a t i c Kampuchea had e x p r e s s e d i t s f u l l 

s u p p o r t f o r the f i v e - p o i n t peace p l a n , w h i c h i t r e g a r d e d as a programme f o r 

t h e Khmer n a t i o n as a w h o l e , w i t h P r i n c e Sihanouk as i t s l e a d e r . The 

S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c o f V i e t Nam h a d , on the o t h e r h a n d , r e j e c t e d i t , as i t had 

p r e v i o u s p l a n s , t h e r e b y p r e v e n t i n g t h e achievement o f a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n t o 

the problem o f Kampuchea. The Kampuchean p e o p l e would n e v e r a g r e e t o a c c e p t 

t h e V i e t n a m e s e d i k t a t , w h i c h would mean s u f f e r i n g t h e f a t e o f Kampuchea Krom 

(which had become South V i e t Nam i n the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y ) and becoming a 

Vietnamese c o l o n y . 

43. As f o r t h e V i e t n a m e s e " w i t h d r a w a l " i n September 1989, t h e V i e t n a m e s e 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e h i m s e l f had i n d i c a t e d t h a t the w i t h d r a w a l o f the l a s t 

V i e t n a m e s e t r o o p s must be s u b j e c t t o p r i o r agreement and t o t h e s a t i s f a c t o r y 

r e s o l u t i o n o f the Kampuchean pro b l e m by the f o u r Kampuchean f a c t i o n s . S i n c e 

V i e t Nam r e s o l u t e l y r e f u s e d t o a l l o w the Kampuchean p e o p l e t o e x e r c i s e t h e 

r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , such an agreement was c u r r e n t l y o u t o f the 

q u e s t i o n . 

44. W i t h r e g a r d t o g e n e r a l e l e c t i o n s , a l t h o u g h t h e C o a l i t i o n Government, 

u n l i k e the P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c , was r e c o g n i z e d de j u r e by the u n i t e d N a t i o n s , i t 

had agreed t o oppose no r e s i s t a n c e i f Hun Sen and h i s Phnom Penh régime won 

g e n e r a l e l e c t i o n s c o n d u c t e d under i n t e r n a t i o n a l s u p e r v i s i o n . There was no 

q u e s t i o n o f g e n e r a l e l e c t i o n s t a k i n g p l a c e i n t h e c o n t e x t o f the P e o p l e ' s 

R e p u b l i c o f Kampuchea, s i n c e t h a t had been c r e a t e d by communist and 

c o l o n i a l i s t V i e t Nam. The Kampuchean p e o p l e c o u l d not a c c e p t peace w i t h o u t 

f u l l n a t i o n a l independence and the r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e i r r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . V i e t Nam would be a b l e t o p r o v e t h a t i t s d e s i r e f o r peace 

was s i n c e r e o n l y i f i t a p p l i e d the G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s a d o p t e d a t the 

f o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n . 

45. The C o a l i t i o n Government a t t a c h e d t h e g r e a t e s t i m p o r t a n c e t o c o - o p e r a t i o n 

w i t h the A s s o c i a t i o n o f S o u t h - E a s t A s i a n N a t i o n s (ASEAN) i n the s e a r c h f o r a 

c omprehensive and e q u i t a b l e s o l u t i o n . V i e t Nam and the régime i t had 

i n s t a l l e d i n Phnom Penh c o n t i n u e d t o r a i s e i s s u e s , s e e k i n g t o l i n k them t o the 

w i t h d r a w a l o f V i e t n a m e s e t r o o p s from Kampuchea, an o b v i o u s manoeuvre t o a v o i d 

b e g i n n i n g t h a t w i t h d r a w a l . There was no r e a s o n f o r l i n k a g e w i t h o t h e r 

m a t t e r s , w h i c h c o u l d be r e s o l v e d r a p i d l y a t a l a t e r s t a g e . I f the V i e t n a m e s e 

were c o n c e r n e d as t o what would happen n e x t , they s h o u l d u n h e s i t a t i n g l y a c c e p t 

the p r e s e n c e o f an i n t e r n a t i o n a l p e a c e - k e e p i n g f o r c e . 

46. Between June and December 1988, V i e t Nam had d i s p a t c h e d r e i n f o r c e m e n t s 

of 40,000 men t o Kampuchea. The Hanoi a u t h o r i t i e s were f a r from r e n o u n c i n g 

t h e i r p o l i c y o f c o l o n i a l i s t e x p a n s i o n a t the expense o f t h e i r weaker 
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n e i g h b o u r s , Kampuchea and L a o s . P r i n c e Sihanouk had d e s c r i b e d the s u c c e s s i v e 

w i t h d r a w a l s o f Vietnamese t r o o p s from the c o u n t r y as mere " r o t a t i o n s " , i n 

o t h e r words, t h e e x i s t i n q t r o o p s had s i r a o l y been r e l i e v e d . 

47. Some grave measures adopted by V i e t Nam i n Kampuchea i n c l u d e d the i s s u i n g 

o f c e r t i f i c a t e s o f Kampuchean n a t i o n a l i t y t o Vietnamese s e t t l e r s e s t a b l i s h e d 

i n Kampuchea, and the t e a c h i n g o f the Khmer language t o Vietnamese s o l d i e r s i n 

o r d e r t o i n c o r p o r a t e them i n t o the army o f the i l l e g a l r e g i me. Such measures 

c o n s t i t u t e d a v e r y s e r i o u s t h r e a t t o the s u r v i v a l o f t h e Kampuchean p e o p l e , 

who were i n danger o f becoming a m i n o r i t y i n t h e i r own c o u n t r y l i k e t h e 

Khmers Krom i n what had become South V i e t Nam, and i n d i c a t e d t h a t V i e t Nam 

was, come what m i g h t , p u r s u i n g i t s p o l i c y o f a n n e x i n g Kampuchea i n t o t h e 

Vietnamese " I n d o - C h i n e s e F e d e r a t i o n " . 

48. The C o a l i t i o n Government had r e p e a t e d l y r e j e c t e d a l l agreements s i g n e d 

w i t h the i l l e g a l r é g i m e , which must, as a t h r e a t t o t h e p r o c e s s o f n a t i o n a l 

r e c o n c i l i a t i o n and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , be d i s m a n t l e d . A l l Kampucheans must, 

t h e r e f o r e , s t r u g g l e t o d e f e n d n a t i o n a l i n dependence, f r e e d o m , honour and 

d i g n i t y . A c c o r d i n g l y , the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community s h o u l d s u p p o r t the 

f i v e - p o i n t peace p l a n t o e n a b l e Kampuchea t o a c h i e v e f u l l i n d e p e n d e n c e . 

49. Mr. H e l l e r (Mexico) t o o k t h e C h a i r . 

50. Mr. BRANOO (Sao Tome and P r i n c i p e ) s a i d t h a t , t h r o u g h i t s e n s h r i n e m e n t 

i n the U n i t e d N a t i o n s C h a r t e r , t h e U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s and 

o t h e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t s , t h e r i g h t o f p e o p l e s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 

had become a f u n damental p r i n c i p l e o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s . The p e o p l e s 

and n a t i o n s o f A f r i c a , A s i a and L a t i n America had made an i m p o r t a n t 

c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e development and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h a t p r i n c i p l e , t h e i r 

commitment t o t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n b e i n g a t t h e r a i s o n d'être o f 

t h e i r s o v e r e i g n S t a t e s . 

51. The i s s u e o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was not r e s t r i c t e d t o p e o p l e s under 

d i r e c t f o r e i g n o c c u p a t i o n and c o l o n i a l d o m i n a t i o n . The h o l d i n g o f f r e e and 

p e r i o d i c e l e c t i o n s , f o r example, s h o u l d n o t be r e g a r d e d as an u l t i m a t e p r o o f 

o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . Formal e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e r i g h t t o v o t e d i d n o t 

n e c e s s a r i l y mean t h a t a l l members o f s o c i e t y were a b l e t o e x e r c i s e t h a t 

r i g h t . I t was a w e l l - k n o w n f a c t t h a t h u m a n - r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s o c c u r r e d i n 

c o u n t r i e s t h a t were no t under c o l o n i a l or f o r e i g n d o m i n a t i o n and a c c o u n t must 

be t a k e n t h e r e o f , r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e l e g a l s t a t u s o f the p e o p l e c o n c e r n e d . 

52. O c c u p a t i o n and f o r e i g n d o m i n a t i o n , however, a l w a y s i n v o l v e d f l a g r a n t and 

g r o s s v i o l a t i o n s o f b a s i c human r i g h t s . The d e b a t e s w i t h i n t h e Commission on 

agenda i t e m s 4 and 9, and the i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e on the P a l e s t i n i a n 

q u e s t i o n , A f g h a n i s t a n , N a m ibia and S o u t h A f r i c a , Kampuchea and W e stern S a h a r a , 

a l l a t t e s t e d t o t h a t . 

53. The "new mood o f u n d e r s t a n d i n g and common s e n s e " , as the 

S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l had d e s c r i b e d i t , was l a r g e l y due t o the improvement i n 

r e l a t i o n s between t h e two s u p e r - P o w e r s . There was a n o t h e r e x p l a n a t i o n 

howeverÎ time and time a g a i n , i t had been proved t h a t no Power c o u l d impose 

i t s w i l l i n d e f i n i t e l y upon a p e o p l e d e t e r m i n e d t o e x e r c i s e i t s i n a l i e n a b l e 

r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . F u r t h e r m o r e , whenever the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

community adopted a f i r m and unambiguous s t a n c e and remained v i g i l a n t i n i t s 



E/CN.4/1989/SR.10 

page 11 

d e f e n c e o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e s , t h o s e f i g h t i n g f o r t h e i r r i g h t s g a i n e d 

i n s p i r a t i o n and the courage t o c o n t i n u e t h e i r s t r u g g l e . The commitment o f t h e 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l community s h o u l d be a l l - e m b r a c i n g and e x t e n d t o any s i t u a t i o n i n 

w h i c h the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n had n o t y e t been e x e r c i s e d . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , some g r o s s and f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s o f b a s i c human r i g h t s 

a p p e a r e d c o v e r e d by a c o n s p i r a c y o f s i l e n c e o r , worse s t i l l , t o have been 

o b s c u r e d by g e o p o l i t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . 

54. I n t h e c a s e o f the T e r r i t o r y o f E a s t T i m o r , s i n c e t h e I n d o n e s i a n i n v a s i o n 

o f 1975 numerous non-governmental b o d i e s had e x p r e s s e d c o n c e r n and denounced 

the g r o s s v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s o c c u r r i n g t h e r e . The Commission s h o u l d 

a d d r e s s t h a t s i t u a t i o n and endeavour t o persuade the Government o f I n d o n e s i a 

t o t a k e advantage o f the p r e v a i l i n g c l i m a t e o f good w i l l and c o - o p e r a t i o n i n 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s and g i v e the p e o p l e o f E a s t Timor a f a i r o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

e x e r c i s e t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . By a c t i n g i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e s , t h a t Government would make an i m p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n 

t o the t a s k o f b u i l d i n g a b e t t e r w o r l d , 

55. Mr. HACENE (Observer f o r A l g e r i a ) s a i d t h a t p r o s p e c t s f o r peace i n 

v a r i o u s p a r t s o f the w o r l d gave r e a s o n s f o r o p t i m i s m t h a t s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 

would be a t t a i n e d by o t h e r p e o p l e s . The u n i t e d N a t i o n s had f o r a number o f 

y e a r s been p u r s u i n g i t s a c t i v i t i e s i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h d e c o l o n i z a t i o n , on t h e 

b a s i s , i n p a r t i c u l a r , o f G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 1514 ( X V ) , w h i c h embodied 

r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h a t r i g h t i n r e s p e c t o f o p p r e s s e d p e o p l e s and had i n s p i r e d the 

p r o c e s s o f d e c o l o n i z a t i o n i n many p a r t s o f the w o r l d . 

56. N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e r e were s t i l l p e o p l e s , i n c l u d i n g t h o s e of P a l e s t i n e , t h e 

o t h e r o c c u p i e d A r a b t e r r i t o r i e s and South A f r i c a , w h i c h were d e n i e d t h e i r 

n a t u r a l r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . The u p r i s i n g o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e 

had u n d e r l i n e d the f a c t t h a t r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n n a t i o n and the 

r i g h t o f the P a l e s t i n i a n s t o l i v e i n t h e i r homeland c o n s t i t u t e d the c e n t r a l 

i s s u e i n the c o n f l i c t i n t h a t r e g i o n . I s r a e l ' s Z i o n i z a t i o n p o l i c y i n the 

o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s had found e x p r e s s i o n i n t h e p r o l i f e r a t i o n o f 

J e w i s h c o l o n i e s and i n the e x p r o p r i a t i o n o f P a l e s t i n i a n l a n d , f o r c i n g the 

p e o p l e i n t o e x i l e . 

57. V i o l a t i o n s , such as t h e b a r b a r o u s d e m o l i t i o n o f houses c o n t i n u e d , as d i d 

the d e p o r t a t i o n o f P a l e s t i n i a n s , i n s p i t e o f condemnation by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

community. The s o l u t i o n l a y i n an end t o t h e I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n and the 

c o n v e n i n g o f an i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e under the a u s p i c e s o f the 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s . As t h e s o l e l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the P a l e s t i n i a n 

p e o p l e , t h e P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n (PLO) must t a k e p a r t i n t h a t 

c o n f e r e n c e . I n f a c t , on t h e o c c a s i o n o f t h e d e c l a r a t i o n o f the S t a t e o f 

P a l e s t i n e , a t A l g i e r s i n November 1988, i t had been p o s s i b l e t o work o u t a 

b a s i s f o r n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h i n t h a t c o n t e x t . 

58. I n South A f r i c a , the s y s t e m o f a p a r t h e i d c o n t i n u e d t o d e p r i v e the members 

o f the b l a c k m a j o r i t y o f t h e i r most f u n d a m e n t a l r i g h t s . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

community had become unanimous i n i t s v i e w o f t h a t s y s t e m , a g r e e i n g t h a t i t 

c o u l d be n e i t h e r amended nor r e f o r m e d . The o n l y s o l u t i o n was t o e r a d i c a t e i t 

once and f o r a l l . I t was r e g r e t t a b l e , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t some Governments 

c o n t i n u e d t o b e l i e v e t h a t p o l i t i c a l p r e s s u r e on t h e P r e t o r i a regime would 



E/CN.4/1989/SR.10 

page 12 

improve c o n d i t i o n s f o r t h e b l a c k p e o p l e o f South A f r i c a . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

community must i n t e n s i f y i t s e f f o r t s t o a c h i e v e t he t o t a l e r a d i c a t i o n o f 

a p a r t h e i d a s an e s s e n t i a l s t e p towards a j u s t and l a s t i n g peace i n 

s o u t h e r n A f r i c a . A l g e r i a had al w a y s shown s o l i d a r i t y w i t h the l e g i t i m a t e 

s t r u g g l e o f t h e South A f r i c a n p e o p l e , under t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f the A f r i c a n 

N a t i o n a l C o n g r e s s (ANC), and w i t h a l l the f r o n t - l i n e S t a t e s . 

59. He welcomed the s i g n a t u r e o f the agreement o p e n i n g the way t o Namibian 

independence t h r o u g h i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 435 ( 1 9 7 8 ) . 

H i s Government had al w a y s condemned t h e u n l a w f u l o c c u p a t i o n o f N a m i b i a and 

s u p p o r t e d the s t r u g g l e o f the Namibian p e o p l e . A l l o b s t a c l e s t o the f r e e 

e x p r e s s i o n o f t h a t p e o p l e ' s d e s i r e f o r independence must be removed. 

60. I n Western S a h a r a , the c u r r e n t p r o s p e c t s f o r peace i n d i c a t e d t h a t i t 

s h o u l d be p o s s i b l e t o a c h i e v e t h e i d e a l o f u n i t y i n t h e Maghreb, t o wh i c h the 

p e o p l e s o f t h a t r e g i o n a s p i r e d . The r e c e n t meeting between Moroccan and 

Sahrawi r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s had r e p r e s e n t e d an i m p o r t a n t s t e p f o r w a r d i n t h a t 

r e g a r d . H i s Government welcomed t h a t d i a l o g u e , w h i c h s h o u l d l e a d t o a j u s t 

and p e a c e f u l s o l u t i o n i n W e s t e r n S a h a r a . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community s h o u l d 

s u p p o r t the j o i n t e f f o r t s o f the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l and the O r g a n i z a t i o n o f 

A f r i c a n U n i t y (OAU) t o a c h i e v e peace i n t h e r e g i o n . A U n i t e d Nations-OAU 

j o i n t d e l e g a t i o n had r e c e n t l y a c c o m p l i s h e d a f a c t - f i n d i n g m i s s i o n i n 

p r e p a r a t i o n f o r t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f a referendum on t h e s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f 

the Sahrawi p e o p l e . 

6 1 . The Commission was p e r f o r m i n g v a l u a b l e work w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e e x e r c i s e 

o f t he r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . Such e f f o r t s s h o u l d be i n t e n s i f i e d i n 

o r d e r t o en s u r e t h a t t h o s e t e r r i t o r i e s s t i l l under o c c u p a t i o n o r f o r e i g n 

d o m i n a t i o n a c h i e v e d the g o a l o f e x e r c i s i n g t h a t r i g h t . 

6 2 . Mr. LITTMANN (Wor l d Union f o r P r o g r e s s i v e J udaism) s a i d t h a t t h e 

Commission had been c r i t i c i z e d - n o t u n f a i r l y - i n a r e c e n t l e a d e r i n 

The Times f o r f o c u s i n g d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e a t t e n t i o n on a s m a l l g r o u p o f 

s c a p e g o a t s and o v e r l o o k i n g we11-documented e v i d e n c e o f h u m a n - r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s 

i n l e s s u n p o p u l a r c o u n t r i e s . T hat c r i t i c i s m a p p l i e d p a r t i c u l a r l y t o i t e m 9 o f 

the Commission's agenda, on w h i c h i t had a l l o w e d i t s e l f t o be s t e e r e d i n t o a 

p o s i t i o n o f minimum f l e x i b i l i t y and maximum s e l e c t i v i t y . 

6 3. I t had become commonplace t o r e s t r i c t the n o t i o n o f " c o l o n i a l r u l e " t o 

the European v a r i e t y o f i m p e r i a l i s m ; b u t the l a t t e r was o n l y one form o f a 

u n i v e r s a l phenomenon, p r e s e n t t h r o u g h o u t h i s t o r y and s t i l l t h r i v i n g . A l t h o u g h 

some o p p r e s s e d n a t i o n s a u t o m a t i c a l l y had t h e e a r o f U n i t e d N a t i o n s forums -

o f t e n f o r w o r t h y r e a s o n s - t h e r e were many v a n q u i s h e d p e o p l e s whose v o i c e s 

remained u n h e a r d . A t h o u g h t s h o u l d be s p a r e d i n t h a t r e g a r d f o r t h e 

Arme n i a n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n vi e w o f t h e r e c e n t t r a g e d i e s t h e y had s u f f e r e d i n 

t h e i r S o v i e t homeland; t h a t a n c i e n t n a t i o n had become f o r h i s t o r i a n s a 

paragon - l i k e t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e - o f what c o u l d be endured by a p e o p l e 

d e t e r m i n e d t o r e s i s t i n o r d e r t o s u r v i v e . 

64. But i t was t h e K u r d i s h p e o p l e - the e r s t w h i l e enemies o f the Armenians -

about whom he c h i e f l y w i s h e d t o speak under t h e c u r r e n t agenda i t e m . I n t h a t 

r e g a r d , a r e s p o n s e t o the l e a d e r he had mentioned had been p u b l i s h e d i n 

The Times on 2 F e b r u a r y 1989, s i g n e d by s e v e r a l d i s t i n g u i s h e d p e r s o n a l i t i e s , 

i n c l u d i n g a former U n i t e d Kingdom r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o the U n i t e d N a t i o n s , 
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e x p r e s s i n g c o n c e r n about t h e Kurds o f I r a q , whose i d e n t i t y had been i g n o r e d 

when the U n i t e d Kingdom had i n c o r p o r a t e d the e n t i r e r e g i o n , f o r s t r a t e g i c 

r e a s o n s , i n t o the n ewly-formed Hashemite Kindgom o f I r a q . 

6 5 . The a u t h o r s s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e was o verwhelming e v i d e n c e t h a t I r a q had 

used c h e m i c a l weapons on i t s own p o p u l a t i o n and had r a z e d o v e r 3,000 v i l l a g e s , 

f o r c i b l y removing a l m o s t 500,000 p e o p l e from t h e i r homes and d r i v i n g t e n s o f 

thousands t o seek as y l u m i n n e i g h b o u r i n g S t a t e s . Human-rights abuses i n I r a q , 

however, were n o t i n c l u d e d on the agenda f o r p u b l i c d i s c u s s i o n by t h e 

C ommission. 

66. Mr. YOUSIF ( I r a q ) , s p e a k i n g on a p o i n t o f o r d e r , s a i d t h a t the s t a t e m e n t 

b e i n g made had n o t h i n g t o do w i t h agenda i t e m 9 ; the Kurds o f I r a q were p a r t 

o f the n a t i o n and n o t a p e o p l e under c o l o n i a l r u l e . 

67. The CHAIRMAN i n v i t e d the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e W o r l d Union f o r 

P r o g r e s s i v e J u d a i s m t o c o n t i n u e h i s s t a t e m e n t but t o c o n f i n e h i s remarks t o 

the s u b j e c t o f agenda i t e m 9. 

6 8 . Mr. LITIMANN (World U n i o n f o r P r o g r e s s i v e Judaism) s a i d t h a t h i s 

s t a t e m e n t d i d i n d e e d r e l a t e t o t h a t agenda i t e m , w h i c h i n c l u d e d p e o p l e s under 

a l i e n d o m i n a t i o n . The Commission's c u r r e n t s e s s i o n was t a k i n g p l a c e a few 

weeks a f t e r a c o n f e r e n c e a t w h i c h 149 S t a t e s had r e a f f i r m e d t h e i r a b h o r r e n c e 

o f the use o f c h e m i c a l weapons; i n t e r n a t i o n a l d e c l a r a t i o n s were o f l i t t l e use 

i f abuses were n o t condemned by t h e Commission as s t r o n g l y as p o s s i b l e . 

6 9 . F o l l o w i n g a f u r t h e r o b s e r v a t i o n by Mr. YOUSIF ( I r a q ) on a p o i n t o f o r d e r , 

t h e CHAIRMAN r e i t e r a t e d t h a t s t a t e m e n t s must be c o n f i n e d t o the s u b j e c t o f 

agenda i t e m 9 and i n v i t e d the speaker t o c o n c l u d e h i s s t a t e m e n t a c c o r d i n g l y . 

70. Mr. LITTMANN (World Union f o r P r o g r e s s i v e Judaism) s a i d t h a t h i s 

s t a t e m e n t - w h i c h was i n d e e d r e l e v a n t t o t h e agenda i t e m under c o n s i d e r a t i o n -

c o u l d not be c o n c l u d e d q u i c k l y i f he were c o n s t a n t l y i n t e r r u p t e d . I n 

August 1988 - t h e a u t h o r s o f the l e t t e r went on t o say - t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 

had r e p o r t e d on i n t e n s i f i e d I r a q i use o f c h e m i c a l weapons, but the 

Sub-Commission had f a i l e d , by a m a j o r i t y v o t e , t o condemn I r a q p u b l i c l y ; 

a week l a t e r the w o r l d p r e s s had r e p o r t e d the a r r i v a l i n Turkey as r e f u g e e s o f 

t e n s o f thousands o f I r a q i K u r d s , many b e a r i n g f r e s h wounds from c h e m i c a l 

weapons. The a u t h o r s had e x p r e s s e d the hope t h a t the U n i t e d Kingdom 

Government and o t h e r s would ensure t h a t t h e I r a q i Government's t r e a t m e n t o f 

i t s own c i t i z e n s was d i s c u s s e d p u b l i c l y a t Geneva; a s p e c i a l r a p p o r t e u r 

s h o u l d be a p p o i n t e d on t h e m a t t e r and the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l s h o u l d be i n v i t e d 

t o make use o f h i s good o f f i c e s . 

7 1 . M r . YOUSIF ( I r a q ) , s p e a k i n g on a p o i n t o f o r d e r , s a i d t h a t , n o t f o r t h e 

f i r s t time i n t h a t f o r u m , the speaker was e m p l o y i n g d u b i o u s t a c t i c s t o a i r 

e x t r a n e o u s c o n t e n t i o n s . I f the speaker w i s h e d t o make such s t a t e m e n t s , he was 

e n t i t l e d t o do so when th e Commission came t o c o n s i d e r agenda i t e m 12. 

72. The CHAIRMAN s a i d t h a t , s i n c e the s p e a k e r ' s c o n t e n t i o n had n o t been l o s t 

on the C o m m i s s i o n , he c o u l d perhaps c o n c l u d e h i s s t a t e m e n t , b e a r i n g i n mind 

the terms o f agenda i t e m 9. 
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7 3 . M r . LITTMANN (World U n i o n f o r P r o g r e s s i v e Judaism) s a i d t h a t t h e I r a q i 

Kurds had been s u f f e r i n g f o r d e c a d e s , not j u s t s i n c e 1988, under one o f the 

most b r u t a l c o n t e m p o r a r y r é g i m e s , w h i c h was r e s o r t i n g t o t h e development and 

use o f b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l and c h e m i c a l weapons. On 15 March 1987, the O b s e r v e r 

had r e p o r t e d t h e r e t u r n , by I r a q i a u t h o r i t i e s , t o t h e K u r d i s h c i t y o f 

S u l a i m a n i y a o f 57 b o x e s , each c o n t a i n i n g a dead c h i l d , a p p a r e n t l y d r a i n e d o f 

b l o o d ; the c h i l d r e n had not been g i v e n back t o t h e i r f a m i l i e s , who had been 

f o r c e d t o a c c e p t a communal g r a v e and t o pay f o r the b u r i a l . 

74. T h a t same y e a r , the c u r r e n t U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l f o r Human R i g h t s , i n 

h i s i n a u g u r a l a d d r e s s , had s a i d t h a t , w h i l e s i l e n c e was the a c c o m p l i c e o f 

t y r a n n y , i n f o r m a t i o n was the beacon t h a t l i t t he p a t h t o human r i g h t s and 

f u n d a m e n t a l freedoms. As the E n g l i s h p o e t John Donne had w r i t t e n , no man was 

an i s l a n d . The b e l l t o l l i n g f o r t h e I r a q i K u r d s , however f a i n t l y , t o l l e d f o r 

e v e r y o n e , and s h o u l d g i v e cause t o hope t h a t t h e Commission would a c t a t once 

on t h a t awesome t r a g e d y . 

75. Mr. YOUSIF ( I r a q ) , s p e a k i n g on a p o i n t o f o r d e r , s a i d t h a t the s t a t e m e n t 

j u s t made had n o t h i n g t o do w i t h i t e m 9 o f t h e Commission's agenda, w h i c h 

r e l a t e d m a i n l y t o the i s s u e s o f S o u t h A f r i c a and N a m i b i a . I t was n o t the 

f i r s t t i m e t h a t the p r e v i o u s s p e a k e r who, as a l l members o f the Commission 

knew, r e p r e s e n t e d the i n t e r e s t s o f I s r a e l , had manoeuvred e x t r a n e o u s 

s u b j e c t - m a t t e r i n t o the d e l i b e r a t i o n s ; the o r g a n i z a t i o n t o w h i c h he b e l o n g e d 

was one o f s e v e r a l w h i c h were non-governmental i n name o n l y . The Government 

o f I r a q r e i t e r a t e d t h a t i t s K u r d i s h c i t i z e n s l i v e d i n peace and s e c u r i t y and 

were n o t under a l i e n d o m i n a t i o n . H i s d e l e g a t i o n r e s e r v e d the r i g h t t o speak 

a g a i n on the m a t t e r a t an a p p r o p r i a t e moment. 

76. Mr. B o s s u y t (Belgium) resumed t h e C h a i r . 

77. Mr. MALAEB ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l U nion o f S t u d e n t s ) s a i d t h a t the p r i n c i p l e s o f 

the U n i t e d N a t i o n s embraced the d e f e n c e o f human r i g h t s , i n c l u d i n g the r i g h t s 

t o freedom and s o v e r e i g n t y o v e r n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s . The p e o p l e o f s o u t h e r n 

Lebanon had been d e p r i v e d o f t h o s e r i g h t s s i n c e 1978, when th e f i r s t 

l a r g e - s c a l e I s r a e l i i n v a s i o n o f t h e t e r r i t o r y had t a k e n p l a c e . I s r a e l i 

f o r c e s , i n d e f i a n c e o f S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 425 ( 1 9 7 8 ) , r e f u s e d t o 

w i thdraw from the t e r r i t o r y and c o n t i n u e d t o oppose an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

m o n i t o r i n g p r e s e n c e . 

78. H aving i n v a d e d the c o u n t r y a second t i m e i n June 1982, I s r a e l had i g n o r e d 

f u r t h e r S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s , 508 and 509 ( 1 9 8 2 ) , and c o n t i n u e d t o 

occupy p a r t o f s o u t h e r n Lebanon, c o m m i t t i n g a c t s o f b r u t a l o p p r e s s i o n , 

i n t e r f e r i n g i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s o f a n o t h e r S t a t e and v i o l a t i n g the human 

r i g h t s o f i t s p e o p l e , t h u s f l o u t i n g t h e p t o v i s i o n s o f the C h a r t e r , t h e 

U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s and o t h e r i n s t r u m e n t s . The o c c u p i e r s ' 

m i s d e e d s , i n c l u d i n g t h e bcmbing o f c i v i l i a n t a r g e t s , c o l l e c t i v e s a n c t i o n s , 

a n n e x a t i o n o f t e r r i t o r y t o I s r a e l , d e m o l i t i o n o f homes, h o s t a g e - t a k i n g , 

d e t e n t i o n s and i l l - t r e a t m e n t o f p r i s o n e r s , c o n s t i t u t e d c r i m e s i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

l a w . 

7 9 . The s o - c a l l e d S o u t h e r n Lebanese Army used by I s r a e l was i n f a c t a 

mercenary f o r c e i n t o w h i c h young Lebanese were f o r c i b l y d r a f t e d . R e s i s t a n c e 

f i g h t e r s were s u b j e c t e d t o m i l i t a r y t r i b u n a l s i n I s r a e l . I s r a e l i o p p r e s s i o n 
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a l s o e x t e n d e d t o e d u c a t i o n i n s o u t h e r n Lebanon, where the s y l l a b u s was b e i n g 

d i s t o r t e d and f a c u l t y members p e r s e c u t e d . A 2 1 - y e a r - o l d wanan s t u d e n t had 

r e c e n t l y been a r r e s t e d and was d e t a i n e d i n I s r a e l . H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a p p e a l e d 

t o t he Commission t o s u p p o r t t h e P r e s i d e n t o f Lebanon i n h i s a p p e a l f o r her 

r e t u r n t h r o u g h ICRC, i n o r d e r t h a t the l e g i t i m a t e Lebanese a u t h o r i t i e s c o u l d 

c o n s i d e r her c a s e . 

80. I s r a e l s h o u l d n o t be a l l o w e d t o p e r s i s t i n i t s o c c u p a t i o n and o p p r e s s i o n , 

w h i c h i n t e n s i f i e d t he c i v i l c o n f l i c t i n Lebanon and h i n d e r e d i n t e r n a l 

d é t e n t e . The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union o f S t u d e n t s c a l l e d f o r an immediate end t o 

the i l l e g a l o c c u p a t i o n and t o I s r a e l ' s c r i m e s a g a i n s t the t e r r i t o r i a l 

i n t e g r i t y o f Lebanon and t h e human r i g h t s o f i t s p e o p l e . 

The m e e t i n g r o s e a t 6 p.m. 




