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First and foremost there remains unanswered the overarching qﬁestion of how
_ to achieve under present conditions the inalienable right of self-determination
that belongs to the Palestinian people, those under occupation and those 1iving'-
as refugees and in involuntary exile. In this report, I depict the cruelties of this
~ occupation one last time, underlining the humanitarian urgency of challengirig,
in particular, the legal implicatiotis of prolonged occupation, It is my judgment
that the existmg international law framework, a.lthotlgh indispensable for the
assessment of specific violations by a foreign Occupying Power, fails to provide A.
adequate protection to an Oeeupied people if such a “belligerent occupation”
lasts longer than _ﬂve years. To endure an occupation regime of harsh military
administration that is enterihg its 48™ year .stretch'es the moral imagination to its .
outermost limits Something must be done beyond the peﬂodic utterance ef ‘
“words of regret and censure to ensure that Palestinians enJoy the protection of

the rule of law, and above all, to bring this unlawful occupatlon to an end

In light of the relentless stream of settlement expanSions in the -West Bank,

including East J crusaletn, it is undeniable that the territorial integrity and scope

of any post-occupation Palestinian State is being stead11y diminished as a

| realistic prospect. It is notable that in 2013, during the course of dlrect

| negotlatlons between the partles the number of settlement housmg units built in

the West Bank doubled, dccordmg to Israel’s own official data ‘With each

further accumulation of facts on the ground the project of securing Palestmlan |

' rlghts through the estabhshment of an mdependent Palestlman soverelgn state

, becomes more and more fanciful. It should be recalled that the World Court and
this body have repeatedly conﬁrmed the conclusion that all Tstaeli settlements

~and outposts in Ooeupied Palestine violate Article 49(6) of the 4™ Geneva



Conventron Members of the Councrl should realrze that eaoh add1t10nal

housmg unit in these settlements compounds the 111ega11ty of the enterpnse

One encouraglng development has been the 1 mcreasmg awareness by
‘ corporatlons and tmancral 1nst1tut10ns of therr reSponsrbﬂrtres to refrain from
commerc1al transaonons Wrth the settlements I can report upon an moreasmg
momentum 1n the pnvate economre sector to refram from contnbutlng to human
rights Vrolatlons through an engagement W1th 111egal Israeh settlements My
'reports in the last two years have sought to hrghhght the potent1a1 liabilities
~under 1nternatronal law that busmesses rrsk if they act to proﬁt fromthe
: settlements I hope that my suecessor W1ll eontmue thrs effort and enjoy the
support of the Councrl 1n so dorng Thrs agenda relatmg to oorporate
. respon31b111ty 18. an 1mportant tanglble step beyond mere Words of _
. condemnatlon whlch Israel has consrstently 1gnored and also creates a bond
between UN act1v1tres and global sohdarlty 1n1t1at1ves along similar hnes in

civil socrety

Settlement expanswn has been aooompamed by mten31fy1ng vrolenoe against
Palestrnlans rnamly perpetrated by a small mmor1ty of ideolo groally motrvated o
settlers and also exhrbrted by a rrse in the number of house demolitions, an
' .unlawful Israeh practrce that mﬂrots collectlve pumshment on Palestinian

| families. Between Jz anuary and October 201 3 nearly lOOO people, 1noludmg

~ more than 400 ehrldren were dlsplaoed due to these demohtlons

In thls report I consrder the questron of whether Israeh polreles and practrces
: 1mplemented in ocoupled Palestine amount to apartherd embodying systematlo
drscrnrnnatron, The a_nalysrs is made with reference to the prohtbrtron of

- apartheid and segregatlon under international law, and by considering the facts




of the occupation as c@nﬁrmed by United'N'ations and civil society reports. The
~core conte'ntionris that the ‘maintenanc’e of administrative structures that accords
the prd_tection of the rule of law to settlers and their communities, while
subjecting Palestinians to the rightless regime of unaccountable military ruleis
‘intrlins_ically .discriminatoi’y. The apartheid nature of this regulatory stru'cturé is’
revealed by the reliance on ethnic yardsticks to d'etermine privilege and inflict
abuse, as cxhibited by the selective availability of law, the separation wall,

" settler only roads, and the overall regime of disdrin_iihatory separate treatment. .

In East Jelrusale.m',Paléstinians continue to face Israeli policies and bureaucracy - -
aimed at increasing the Jewish presence, while di_minishing that of resident |
Palestinians. Ambng other things, this has resulted‘ in the loss of the Isracli
determined residendy status in East Jerusalem for.an estimated 1 1,000 .

~ Palestinians sinc;é 1996. In addition, the provocative E-1 settlement plan would
completely sepafate East Jerusalem from the West Bank and seéms designed to
extingﬁish any lingering hopes of AEaSt,'J-erusalem‘becoming the capital of an

“unoccupied Palestine.-

In July 2014, 10 years will have passed since the Intemat}onal Court of Justice
i categoﬁ_cally stated the illegality of the Tsrael’s construction of the wall in the
.. .Wést Bank é;nd East J eruSalérn, andi called for its dismantling and the payment
of reﬁafations for hérm done to the Palestinians. The hﬁge material and
psychologiéal costs borne by the villages and families living in enforced
isblationr as a result of the wall should not be forgotten, nor should the Israeli
refusal to implement' the ihtemational law findings of the highest- judicial body
in the United Nations. It is also appropﬁate to remind the world of the bravery

~of Palestinian communities situated near the wall that continue their peaceful







" I'wish also to take this opportunity to thank the High Commissioner of the
Office of Human Rights for her suppoi‘t throughout these years, and especially
to thank Frej Fenniche and his talented MENA team for then‘ invaluable

) asmstance

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Iet me conclude b‘y summarising the recommendations of my last report, and

call upon you in this hall to do ‘your best to ensure their implementation:

1. That tangible steps be taken to ensure respect for Palestmlan human

a rlghts including the rlght to self-determination, until formal
‘a,rrangements ending the occupatlon are agreed upon;

2. That the General Assembly request International Court of Justice to issue
| an advisory opinion on the legal stafus of p_relonged. occupation of
.Palestini'an Territories and essess a].legat_ions of whether this oc'cupatioin | |
has the characteristics of “apartheid” and “ethnic cleansing”; )

13, The,t this Council appoint aﬁ expert group to determine the Jegal regime
| for any occupation 1asting more than five years; |

4. That the international community investigate businesses and ﬁn.encial

institutions under their national jurisdiction that profit from settlements
. and that Membe'r States consider impesing a ban on settlement produce;
5. That future investigations eons1der the’ corporate s001a1 resp0n31b111ty of N
~ businesses engaged with other elements of the occupa,tlon such as house
~ demolitions and the bulldmg of the wall;
6. _That Israel cease settlement expansion, proteet Palestinians from settler

v1olenee, and start the work of dismantling unlawful settlements;







