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Sta tement  by  H.E.  Ms.  Ad iya tw id i  Ad iwoso A
Charge d 'a f fa i res  o f  the  Indones ian  Miss ion  to  the  Un i ted  Nat ions

Spec ia l  Meet ing  o f  the  Commi t tee  on  the  Exerc ise  o f
T h e  I n a l i e n a b l e  R i g h t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  P e o p l e

To mark  40  years  o f  l s rae l i  occupat ion  o f  the  Pa les t in ian  te r r i to ry ,
i n c l u d i n g  E a s t  J e r u s a l e m

New York,7 June 20O7

M r .  C h a i r m a n ,

A l l o w  m e  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  t o  e x p r e s s  m y  d e l e g a t i o n ' s  g r a t i t u d e  a n d

a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  y o u  f o r  c o n v e n i n g  t h i s  m e e t i n g  t o  m a r k  o n e  o f  t h e  r n o s t

t rag ic  sagas  o f  h is to rY.

F i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t ,  o u r  s y m p a t h y  i s  f o r  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  w h o

c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  b a t t e r e d  b y  t h i s  s e e m i n g l y  u n e n d i n g  c o n f l i c t .  W e  p r a i s e

t h e i r  e n d u r i n g  p a s s i o n  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  e x p l o r e  p e a c e f u l  s o l u t i o n

t h r o u g h  n e g o t i a t i o n s  d e s p i t e  t h e  t u r b u l e n t  r o a d  t o  p e a c e  i n  t h e  4 0  y e a r s

o f  t h e  h o r r e n d o u s  l s r a e l i  o c c u p a t i o n .

Before  we cont inue,  we a l ign  ourse lves  w i th  the  s ta tements  de l i vered  by

t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  C u b a  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  N A M ,  a n d  b y  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  o f

P a k i s t a n  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  O l C .

M r .  C h a i r m a n ,

M y  d e l e g a t i o n  h i g h l y  a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s

a s ' a  w h 6 l e ,  a n d  t h e  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t o  a d d r e s s i n g  n e w  a n d

e m e r g i n g  t h r e a t S  t o  p e a c e  a n d  s e c u r i t y .  S o m e t i m e s '  t h e  C o u n c i l  e v e n
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t rea ts  some issues  w i th  more  has te  than the  s i tua t ion  deserves .  l t  i s  w i th
concern  tha t  we observe  tha t  th is  same commi tment  i s  lack ing  in  the
search  fo r  a  so lu t ion  to  the  Pa les t in ian  issue.  Progress  towards  peace in
th is  conf l i c t  has  been d i f f i cu l t  la rge ly  because the  Counc i l  has
demonst ra ted  l i t t le  in te res t  in  compel l ing  ls rae l  to  fu l f i l l  i t s  ob l iga t ions  to
S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l  r e s o l u t i o n s .  l t  m i g h t  b e  s a i d ,  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h a t  l s r a e l
i s  embo ldened and encouraged by  th is  a t t i tude  o f  the  Counc i l .

T h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  i s  a n  i s s u e  o f  p a r a m o u n t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y .  T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r e p e r c u s s i o n  o f  t h e
i l l e g a l  l s r a e l i  o c c u p a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  E a s t

J e r u s a l e m  s i n c e  1 9 6 7  h a s  m a d e  i t  t h e  m o s t  v o l a t i l e  s i t u a t i o n  o n  t h e  g l o b e
today.

T h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  f o r  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  o c c u p i e d  t e r r i t o r i e s
have regre t tab ly  worsened due to  the  in tens i f i ca t ion  by  ls rae l  o f  i t s
a g g r e s s i o n  a n d  o c c u p y i n g  t a c t i c s ,  c h o k i n g  t h e i r  l i v e s .

T h e  w i t h h o l d i n g  o f  r e v e n u e s ,  t h e  r e g u l a r  i n c u r s i o n s  i n s i d e  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n
ter r i to ry ,  the  wanton  assass ina t ions ,  and the  de ten t ion  o f  e lec ted
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  l e g i s l a t u r e  c a u s e  u n t o l d
m i s e r y .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  c h e c k  p o i n t s  a n d  t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  d a i l y  h u m i l i a t i o n ,
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  w a l l  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o r i e s
h a v e  m a d e  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  u n d e r  a n  o p e n  a i r  o f  m a s s i v e
i m p r i s o n m e n t ,  p a r a l y z i n g  t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .

S u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  l e a d  t o  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  h u m a n i t a r i a n
c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e .  W e  c o n d e m n  t h e s e  h a r s h  m i l i t a r i s t i c
p o l i c i e s  o f  l s r a e l ,  w h i c h  c o n t r a v e n e  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d  t h e
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  U N  C h a r t e r .

We be l ieve  tha t  such ac ts  by  ls rae l  w i l l  no t  ass is t  the  in te rna t iona l  e f fo r ts
t o  p r o m o t e  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n d  j u s t  s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e  i s s u e ,  a s  e n v i s a g e d
b y  t h e  c o u n t l e s s  U N  r e s o l u t i o n s .

M r .  C h a i r m a n ,

l f  p e a c e  i s  t o  b e  a c h i e v e d ,  w e  m u s t  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  o p t i m i s t i c ,  a n d  t a k e

o n e  s t e p  a t  a  t i m e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  m y  d e l e g a t i o n  i s  p l e a s e d  t o  w e l c o m e  t h e

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  b y  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  o f  a  N a t i o n a l  U n i t y  C o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d

t h e i r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  n u r t u r e  t h e  p e a c e  p r o c e s s  t h r o u g h  p o l i t i c a l

n e g o t i a t i o n .  W e  h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  p o s i t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p
l e v e l  w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  p r o c e s s  a t  t h e  g r a s s  r o o t s .
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Ul t imate ly ,  the  peace can no t  be  rea l i zed  on ly  th rough d ip lomacy.  l t
requ i res  the  commi tment  o f  the  par t ies  to  conf l i c t  to  exerc ise  res t ra in t
and avo id  any  ac t ion  tha t  compl ica tes  mat te rs  fu r ther .  In  th is  regard ,  we
w e l c o m e  t h e  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g s  b e t w e e n  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  a n d
ls rae l .  However ,  as  we have w i tnessed so  many t imes,  w i thout  an  ac t ive
e n g a g e m e n t  b y  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  b y  t h o s e
count r ies  tha t  have a  d i rec t  in f luence on  the  par t ies  concerned,  i t  wou ld
be na ' i ve  to  expec t  tang ib le  resu l ts .

ln  th is  respec t ,  we s t ress  the  v i ta l  ro le  o f  the  Quar te t  in  rev iv ing  the  peace
p r o c e s s ,  a n d  i n  i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  R o a d  M a p  i n  a  f a i t h f u l  m a n n e r .  T h e
Quar te t  shou ld  be  bo ld  and de termined in  i t s  e f fo r ts  to  es tab l i sh  an
i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t e  o f  P a l e s t i n e  w i t h  E a s t J e r u s a l e m  a s  i t s  c a p i t a l ,  c o -
e x i s t i n g  i n  p e a c e  a n d  s e c u r i t y  w i t h  l s r a e l  a n d  o t h e r  n e i g h b o r s .  T h i s
s h o u l d  b e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  r e l e v a n t  r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  t h e  U N ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
t h r o u g h  " l a n d  f o r  p e a c e "  f o r m u l a  a s  s t i p u l a t e d  b y  r e s o l u t i o n  2 4 2  ( 1 9 6 7 )
wh ich  was adopted  to  ha l t  the  conf l i c t  40  years  ago.

I t  i s  essent ia l  tha t  the  e f fo r ts  o f  Quar te t  a re  a lso  compl imented  by  the
reg iona l  s takeho lders .  We be l ieve  tha t  the  Arab Peace in i t ia t i ve  o f  2002
reaf f i rmed by  the  Arab League Summi t  he ld  in  R iyadh recent ly ,  o f fe rs  a
great  Oppor tun i ty  fo r  normalcy  in  the  Midd le  Eas t .  l t  i s  a  home-grown
formula  a f f i rm ing  the  reg iona l  count r ies  to  ta l<e  care  o f  the i r  own mat te rs
f o r  a c h i e v i n g  a b i d i n g  p e a c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  w e  s h o u l d  n o t  f a i l  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  d i r e  h u m a n i t a r i a n
s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e .  l t  i s  v i t a l  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
c o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  b y  p r o v i d i n g  f i n a n c i a l
and mater ia l  ass is tance to  overcome d i f f i cu l t ies  caused by  the  occupat ion
b y  l s r a e l .

F i n a l l y ,  M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  I n d o n e s i a  o n c e  a g a i n  r e i t e r a t e s  i t s  c a l l  f o r  t h e  e a r l y
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  v i a b l e  P a l e s t i n i a n  S t a t e  w i t h  t h e
r i g h t  o f  r e t u r n  o f  e v e r y  P a l e s t i n i a n  r e f u g e e  t o  h i s  o r  h e r  h o m e l a n d ,  l i v i n g
s i d e  b y  s i d e  i n  p e a c e  w i t h  l s r a e l  a s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  R o a d  M a p  o f  t h e

Quar te t  and the  re levant  UN reso lu t ions .

W e  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  p e a c e  a n d  j u s t i c e  i n  t h e
r e g i o n  t h a t  l s r a e l  b e  m a d e  t o  h o n o r  i t s  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  t h e s e  c o m m i t m e n t s .

T h a n k  y o u .
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