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Second Committee approves text calling on member states, United Nations

system to step up promotion of agricultural technology for development

The Second Committee (Economic and Financial) approved this morning a draft resolution on agricultural technology for development, which would have the General Assembly call upon Member States and relevant United Nations organizations to step up efforts to promote technology development and transfer to developing countries under fair, transparent and mutually agreed terms.

Also by that draft, the Assembly would support the use of local know-how and technology, and the promotion of research and technology to increase agricultural productivity and food security in poor, rural areas.  The Committee approved the text by a recorded vote of 118 in favour to none against, with 29 abstentions.  (See annex for voting details)

Later in the meeting, the representatives of Togo and the Dominican Republic said they had not been present during the action and requested that their respective votes be recorded as being in favour of the draft resolution.

Further by the text, the Assembly would urge relevant United Nations bodies to support the efforts of Member States, particularly developing countries, to take full advantage of agricultural technology, innovation, research and development to eradicate poverty and hunger.  It would call on public and private institutions to further develop improved varieties of crops appropriate for various regions, especially those challenged by climate change and other environmental factors, and to harvest and manage crops in a sustainable manner.  The Assembly would also call for further efforts by all stakeholders to ensure that improved crop varieties were made available and affordable to smallholder farmers, in accordance with national regulations and relevant international agreements.

Speaking in explanation of position before the vote, Tunisia’s representative said, on behalf of the Arab Group, that none of the substantive amendments presented during informal consultations on the draft had been taken satisfactorily into consideration.  The amendments were aimed at strengthening the text and achieving development goals, rather than narrow political goals with which the Arab Group could not agree.

Noting that Israel had recently announced the building of 307 settlement housing units on Palestinian agricultural land in East Jerusalem, he said those units would add to the settlements already established on agricultural lands in the occupied Syrian Golan and Lebanon’s Shab’aa Farms, which remained under continuing Israeli occupation.  The Arab Group was convinced that Israel was neither interested in agriculture nor the peace process.  It pretended to be concerned about agricultural technology and development everywhere but the occupied Arab lands where it continued to adopt policies that undermined all forms of agriculture.

He said that, in order to express the Arab Group’s desire for consensus on the draft, he had asked the Committee Chair to present it after the co-sponsors withdrew their draft.  However, after the refusal by some co-sponsors to withdraw the text, the Arab Group had withdrawn its offered amendments, and requested a recorded vote.  The Arab Group would not vote in favour of the draft.

Indonesia’s representative said the text introduced was unbalanced, and his delegation would abstain from the voting.

Following the vote, Israel’s representative said the draft was in line with a call for action for Agenda 21 and would facilitate achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.  Affordable and available technology played a crucial role in alleviating hunger, and the approval of the text was important because it reflected Israel’s efforts and commitment to agriculture as well as its work with the United Nations.

Portugal’s representative, speaking on behalf of the European Union, said she was fully committed to the draft’s negotiation and approval.  The European Union would continue to build cooperation among Member States, no matter how small, in the expectation that consensus would be possible.

The representative of the United States said his strong support for the draft was based on core support for helping developing countries foster agricultural development through better technology.  Developing countries with technologically successful agricultural sectors had much to offer other developing countries that were yet to achieve similar success, and the draft resolution would support efforts in that direction.

He expressed disappointment with the request for a recorded vote because that could send a signal that there was no consensus on the issues at stake, which was not the case.  The United States was saddened by the inappropriate injection into the agenda item of irrelevant political considerations, characterized by inflammatory remarks that devalued the importance of the United Nations agenda.

The Committee will meet again on Friday, 14 December to take action on its sole outstanding draft resolution, on the triennial comprehensive policy review of operational activities for development of the United Nations system.

Background
The Second Committee (Economic and Financial) met today to take action on a draft resolution under its agenda item concerning sustainable development.  

Before the Committee was a draft resolution on agricultural technology for development (document A/C.2/62/L.23/Rev.2), by which the General Assembly would call upon Member States and relevant United Nations organizations to make greater efforts to promote the development and transfer of appropriate technologies in and to developing countries under fair, transparent and mutually agreed terms.  It would call on them to support national efforts to foster the effective utilization of local know-how and technology, and promote agricultural research and technologies to enable poor rural men and women to increase agricultural productivity and enhance food security.

Also by the draft, the Assembly would urge the relevant bodies of the United Nations system to support the efforts of Member States, in particular developing countries, to take full advantage of new knowledge in agricultural technology, agricultural innovation, research and development to achieve the relevant Millennium Development Goals, specifically the eradication of poverty and hunger.

By other terms, the Assembly would call on public and private institutions to further develop improved varieties of crops that are appropriate for various regions, especially those challenged by environmental factors, including climate change, and to develop and manage those crops in a sustainable manner.  The Assembly would also call for further efforts by all stakeholders to ensure that improved crop varieties are made available and affordable to smallholder farmers in a manner consistent with national regulations and relevant international agreements.  The Assembly would underscore the importance of supporting agricultural research, and call for continued support to international agricultural research systems.

Also by the text, the Assembly would invite Member States and relevant regional and international organizations to allocate financial and technical resources to support the development of efficient, productive and environmentally sound technologies for sustainable agriculture in developing countries.

