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The Permanent Mission of Cuba to the United Nations, in its capacity
as Chair of the Coordinating Bureau of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM
CoB) and in fulfilling the mandate of the Movement, presents its compliments
to the Chairperson of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations
and the NGO Section in the Department of Social and Economic Affairs, and
wishes to draw the attention of the Committee to an urgent matter concerning
“the World Union for Progressive Judaism”, a non-governmental organization
listed on the Roster status of the Economic and Social Council.

During the sixth special session of the Human Rights Council on
“Human Rights Violations Emanating from Israeli Military Incursions in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory”, held in Geneva on 23-24 January 2008, the
representative of the aforementioned organization attempted during his oral
intervention to delve into issues that fall beyond the scope of the Council's
mandate. The President of the Council, H.E. Mr. Doru Costea, the Permanent
Representative of Romania in Geneva, asked the representative twice to focus
on the issue at hand; nevertheless, he continued his intervention in the same
vain. When given a final third reminder to focus on the issue at hand by the
President of the Council for the sake of the whole audience and the gravity of
the topic, the representative said, “rather than speak, I will conclude with one
sentence... There is a general malaise in the air, a feeling that something is
rotten in the state of this Council...”

The full recording of this incident can be reviewed through the

following link on the United Nations webcast:
http://webcast.un.org/ramgen/ondemand/conferences/unhre/special/6th/hrco8o124am-
eng.rm?start=01:15:27&end=01:19:1

Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006, the
participation of non-governmental organizations in the Human Rights
Council is based on the arrangements and practices observed by the
Commission on Human Rights, including ECOSOC resolution 1996/31 of 25
July 1996. In fact, the repeated appeals made to the representative of the
organization by the President of the Human Rights Council came in line with
paragraph 19 of the said ECOSOC resolution, which clearly stipulates that the
nature of the consultative arrangements with non-governmental organizations
should not be such as to overburden the Council or transform it from a body
for coordination of policy and action, as contemplated in the Charter, into a
general forum for discussion. The same principle equally applies to all United
Nations organs that base their relations with non-governmental organizations
on ECOSOC arrangements and practices.
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However, the misconduct of the representative of the organization does
not only run against the nature of the consultative arrangements, but also in
contravention to the principles governing the establishment of consultative
relations with non-governmental organizations, as laid down in paragraphs 2
and 3 of ECOSOC resolution 1996/31. Instead of showing due respect to the
spirit, purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, and
undertaking to support the work of the United Nations, the representative of
the organization had frequently abused the privilege of accreditation to the
Commission on Human Rights in the past, and more recently to the Human
Rights Council, to undermine the United Nations system and make unfounded
allegations against its Member States. Yet, in this late incident, the
unacceptable insults and the defiance of the principles and arrangements
governing the work of United Nations organs and their relations with non-
governmental organizations must not be overlooked.

Correspondingly, and in light of the fact that the functions of the
Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations include, inter alia, the
responsibility for regular monitoring of the evolving relationship between
non-governmental organizations and the United Nations according to
paragraph 61 (a) of ECOSOC resolution 1996/31, the Coordinating Bureau of
the Non-Aligned Movement calls upon the Committee to promptly deal with
the matter in order to preserve the hard-won gains achieved through the
establishment of the Human Rights Council, hence ensuring that this fledgling
organ continues to work in close cooperation in the field of human rights with
Governments, regional organizations, national human rights institutions and
civil society.

The Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations is thus urged to
thoroughly consider this matter as soon as possible, and the NGO Section in
the Department of Social and Economic Affairs is kindly requested to ask the
Secretariat of the Human Rights Council and the United Nations Office in
Geneva to submit their investigation report to the Committee on Non-
Governmental Organizations for its reference, with a view to taking the
necessary decision, in accordance with ECOSOC resolution 1996/31,
particularly paragraph 57 thereof, during the upcoming resumed session of
the Committee later this month.

The Permanent Mission of Cuba to the United Nations, in its capacity
as Chair of the Coordinating Bureau of the Non-Aligned Movement, avails
itself of this opportunity to renew to the Chairperson of the Committee on
Non-Governmental Organizations and the NGO Section in the Department of
Social and Economic Affairs the assurances of its highest consideration.?

New York, 13 May 2008_
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