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A d.c!d. ago, fo.mer S.crcEry-Cmeal Kofi Annad has mad. a c0ll to lh. iirqnalioBl
communiry ro find a new comdon denominator on how Io npond lo m6s 0n@itics and
$f@id* ln ode. b prevent such crimes aCainn huhdity. And a! lh. Wo d Summit
Our-m. in 2005, ve allrachcd a comnon d.noninlrot to rhk.nd. W.lll rsgnizcd L\e
.csponsibiliry oleach individuol State to procd it papul.lions fiom gcnocide, *e crin.s,
erhnic cl.ansing and crim.s a3linsr hunaniiy V. .ko collcclivcly rccqiizcd rh.
rcsponsibiliry ofrhc intcmarional mmmuniry, th.ough Ihc UN, !o h.lp 1o prcter popularions

Adootion or rhe conceDt ot th. tsDonsibilit ro pot€t" (RTP) B ot. of lhe dajor
achieveh.nb ol rh. (JN worLd sumnir in 2005. son. impodant slcts hav. b..n bken
*iriin rh. UDiled Narions rclatiry to RTP sinc. th. wodd summit, suci rs sdoption of
LNSC R.solution 1674 (2006)6 w.ll6 appoinim.nt ol.h. UN spccialAdvis Howv.r,
the cof€orualwo* petuini',8 to RTP is y.t to b. compl.tcd for ev.El rasoN

Th. sercrary'G.n.dlt Eport (4/63/577) on RTP is anoth.t inpotur ftp. It k a prcduct of
a m.ticulous study, opcning n.w hodzons lor thc dcv.lopn.nt s w.lla op.dtiomlis.tion
dd i6plcn.nrati. n of lh is oonc.pl Ii su E ly is r *clcom. sr.p in rhis dn.dion n eadjnly
nc.ds funncr clabodtion. TltEloE, ou! di$u$ion tdat hce would hop€tully onribute lo
t he co.c.ptual d.ve lopmen I of rhk im pottlit @ncep.

11 is E8rctbbl. to wihe$ lhat crimc of gcndid., war crim.\ .thnic cldsinE dd .ria6
aeflnt l-u-an D aR !I I b?.n3 lommidrd N..dl6s lo qJ. prol(rion €lcivilirs k a
.;mmon -on€m od .on5titn?r 0 DnoriD 'o' all n.ned of th. hkmlhoD (dmmuniD
Ho*vd, ndslatiru rh. codept of RTP inro cuftnl lttio. is 0 dilig.ni ffiis Il is rue
rhar p. ihould stick to lhc srcfully d6f..d and baluced text of rhc Summit OuleFe
Deum.nr on RTP, but we should al$ b. ablc to tunh.r idenriry and cltrit the .lcments of
rhe 6nc.pr to avoid mispcrccprions.

The r.sp.nsibility to p@tect populations fom 3endid., *& crimcs, clhnic clcesing ud
! dm.s 

'erinfl 
humnir, cs\ rams ly Pnh d. sblcs PFreflion of e.h dim.s ov shk

aurhonri; in a lo*iul Md t.nclr nlmr k u. mon dsmble K) ro.krc& $b
r6Donsibiliry. Thu: rule or law and a popcrly fuoclioning judioial sysid .ppd 6 lhc kcv
d.tcdcnr aacrod for potential p.rpekalo6 of th.s. cnm.s Suslinabl€ prcvi.ti@ would bc
ooslble otrLy ilrhcc k !o idpunity. Prondiion ofd.m@@y mav help prcvht rh. $Tc of
itrman tas.dias which iali udd.r thc purvi.t olRTP H.nce,lhe inlemaiional ofrmunirv
hasa durv rodo morc in thG direction lhrcugh dpacitv buildin8 ind techn idl asislancc

ln 6er *h.n pev.nrion is il* po$ible, &letion of c.is .l th.ir inilnl ph66 is oi uim6r
imNrllncc ao lhat lheir.ppallin3 coNqu.n@s could be pGv. .d o. ai k n miiSoted. Fo!
thi; ou@se. rh. LN, irs n.mb.r slatcs lnd oths st k holdeB mat *ork a a qhol. in d
coodinat d. cohcEnrsnd coopeatv. ntnner



In dceptional cM Rh.ft St.t s could nor and would not protdt th.n populalions, th.
int darioml comnuniry has th. rcsponsibility lo do so th@ugh a r.ng. of m4ns, fM
$nctions tq !s r hn lw4 @lleciive lct on. Ho*.v.r, we must be cxnefrely caEtul in
rBnins to th.sc @rciv. m6uEs Md al*ys $9k to enable lhe sbtes in questio. to
6em. .nd delivs thcn rcsponsibilnies. Thc v.ry conccpt ol RTP h, fiN and fmfrost,

W. hclicvc tfiar tl& RTP h not only limi&d lo prcv.nrion and rcadion. Ir ako cov.6 pon-
connid Ehabilibrion. Ind*d, aor tlE prcl(tiotr ofcivilians ii th. longrcm, n is cruci!lro
.6rc tiat Srrr.s would not lind them*lvs al rhe ad oldE day stillchall.ngina with th.
und.rlying prblcms rhat hav. causcd or tiggered th. .isis ic.la Thus, th. aolloa-up df
sk.s n 6 inpodnr 6 monaeing thefr, ryiilr a vie\y ro bolh rcbuilding shali.red soci.ri.s and
pEwnting rhe @uF.nc. olcries.

Furtnomorn a confulion ol concpls (RTP an,l Poi.ction ol civilians) with this ho&

Fidlly, Mr. Prcsidcnt, th.r. h Mother inpona din.nsion that we illhave ro focus on. This
con@Dt ha bm nisu*d on difLEnt occaion. in ihc pat. lt snouB therctore, be ro
surFis. ro all olls lhal Eu, SraEs pcMiy. Ud tn.y ir. fe.d wirh a n.rv conc.pt oan.o
olonialhm. RTP. rherfoR $ould b. b.tlcr d.lin d &d b.@r @ouniot.d in ord.r lo
ov.rcon. nGFrc.9tiotu. Othceis, it mdd b. dimcul for lhc prohoE^ ofthk corc.pt to
gain rh. confid.n€ ind supporr ofrhe *idd h.mb.6hip.


