Oral statement
General Arab Women Federation

~ Special session on the situation _in-the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem

Thank you Mr Pres:dent

e

I Thls isa Jomt statement by the General Arab Women Federation and Geneva Internatlonal Centre for -
Justice

|Vlr President, the right to self- defense is enshrined in the United Nations Charter, yet two leng-
standmg prrncrples need to be respected: those of necessrty and proportlonalrty

'Operat|on Protectrve Edge wolates these provrsmns on multlple Ievels Contrary to official allegationa 7
it was the Israeli PM's publi¢ calls. for retrrbutlon after the murder of three Israeli teenagers-in July that
_set of the avalanche of vrolence, and this is only the last in a-series of aggressions. The campargn
'stands in serious. vrolatron of the UN Charter and must be conSrdered as a ciear act of aggressron in

" direct violation of the Unlted Natlons Charter

”'Operatron Protective Edge” further totally undermines all principles of. proportionality. Despite
international iaw provisions requrrrng the protectron of civilians and civilian infrastructure, thousands
“of civilian homes have become military targets, with or wrthout any. prove of. relation to mrlltary_
"actrvrtv Such acts amount to collective punrshment and-remain war crimes, even if bombings - are'

carried out with prev:ous warmngs The gravrty of such violation is compounded when mnocent
crvrhans are m;ured :

As of today the Palestlnlan fatalltles have risen to over 600 among them hundreds of c1vrI|ans victims -
rncludrng over 120 children. Entire families have been extrngurshed chl!dren on the beach killed,

' hospitals and. fisher boats come under sheilmg, hence turning alleged self- defense into cold-blood
urder The indiscriminate brutality of Operatron Protectlve Edge has become especiaﬂv v15|ble since

- the begrnnlng of Israel’s ground operatron n ShEJalva, one of Gaza's poorest and most crowded -

_Tnelghborhoods at least 100 civilians were kilted in- only one day Ambulances that tfied to rescue,r

people came under flre and even a humanltarran ceaseﬂre requested hy the ICRC was rejected:

Mr PreSIdent the Israel pollcy agalnst ‘the Palestrmans in Gaza- vrolates the fundamenta1 tules of
"mternatlonal law ‘and contravenes the basic customary moral standards Such atrocities must he
prosecuted as cnmes agamst humamty We call on this Councrl to strongl\/ condemn the indiscriminate
attacks agarnst Palestmlan crvrllans demand an |mmedrate cease fire without any de|ay, establrsh an’

urgent and mdependent commission of i mqurry and enaure that all responsrble will be brought to the
_Internatronal Crrmrnal Court, : ' :

Thank you



