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Mr President,

This year,  the Third commit tee is seized with a range of  resolut ions on country

si tuat ions.

On behalf of Switzerland and Liechtenstein I would l ike to take this opportunity to make

a general explanation of position regarding these resolutions, including the one in front

of us today.

.  We are of  the opinion that al l  these proposals must be considered on their  meri ts,

taking into account the overal l  Human Rights context  in a part icular country.  Our

strong preference continues to be for resolutions which can be adopted after

negotiations with the countries concerned and with the broadest consensus possible,

and - where necessary - with a focus on technical assistance and capacity-building.

Such resolutions offer the best guarantee to strengthen national protection systems

and to effectively contribute to the strengthening of Human Rights.

. We acknowledge the fact that the largest possible consensus is not always possible

despite all efforts.

o We support those resolutions that concern situations where grave and systematic

Human Rights violations are being committed, where national laws and institutions

fail to protect against these violations, where the government fails to cooperate with

the international community and does not respond in a satisfactory way to

recommendat ions by UN human r ights mechanisms, i f  such violat ions are in our v iew

accurately described/ referred to in the resolution. We have in mind situations where

the government needs to take concrete and urgent measures to improve the

situation of its cit izens, by putting into place structures to protect human rights and

mechanisms to provide accountabil ity for abuses.

. Where Human Rights violations happen in the context of armed conflict, resolutions

should deal with violations accurately and in a balanced way, taking into account the

respective responsibil i t ies of all parties to a conflict under International Humanitarian

Law and Human Rights Law.

o We are against "double standards". Our system of reference must be the

international Human Rights law as agreed upon in the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights and the broadly ratif ied conventions and additional protocols in this

area. A different and differentiated appreciation of the advancement of Human Rights



in countr ies under considerat ion is not a double standard,  i t  is  the appl icat ion of  the

same standards to different situations and contexts. By increasing transparency,

each country can contribute its share to the fight against double standards.

The development of adequate tools for dealing with country situations decided by the

General Assembly in its resolution 601251, is therefore a priority for us. We have

consistently advocated for the creation of an effective Universal Periodic Review

mechanism within the Human Right Counci l .  We therefore welcome a gradual

approach in dealing with country situations, which includes the possibil i ty of

convening special  sessions of  the Human Rights Counci l  for  deal ing wi th ser ious

human r ights s i tuat ions .

We firmly believe that duplication should be avoided within the United Nations for

thematic as well as for country-specific activit ies in the crucial area of Human Rights.

On the basis of all these elements, Switzerland and Liechtenstein are going to vote yes

on the draft resolution L.41 in front of us.

I  thank vou. Mr President.


