Source: http://www.un.int/usa/06_401.htm
Date: December 14, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Explanation of Vote by Ambassador Christopher Ross, Senior Advisor, on "Assistance to Palestinian People" (A/61/L.47) resolution in the Plenary of the General Assembly, December 14, 2006 

Madam President, Distinguished Delegates,

I speak with reference to Resolution A/61/L.47 on Assistance to the Palestinian People. Traditionally, the United States has been pleased to join consensus on this resolution. It regrets that it cannot do so this year and must abstain.

I must emphasize that the United States shares the concern of the international community regarding the hardships facing the Palestinian people. The Arab world and the Palestinian people in particular are aware of the United States’ significant continuing assistance to the Palestinian people for basic human needs and civil society and private sector development.

Through its substantial financial contribution to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), the United States has consistently demonstrated its support for humanitarian relief efforts for Palestinian refugees.

In 2006, the United States was the largest single contributor of assistance to the Palestinian people, committing more than $135 million to UNRWA, including $50.85 million toward UNRWA’s emergency appeal to aid refugees in the West Bank and Gaza, announced July 14 by the United States, Palestinian Authority President Abbas, and UNRWA Commissioner Abu Zayd.

Nonetheless, the United States cannot support this particular resolution because it fails to include language on the need for the Palestinian Authority Government to accept the three Quartet principles: renunciation of violence and terror, recognition of Israel, and acceptance of previous agreements and obligations, including the Road Map.

Although the resolution properly welcomes the role presently played by the Temporary International Mechanism in assisting the Palestinian people, it regrettably fails to note that this mechanism was created as a specific consequence of the failure of the Hamas-led Palestinian Authority Government to commit itself to the Quartet principles.

This being so, any resolution must make explicit reference to both the Temporary International Mechanism and the Quartet principles. It should also encourage the provision of assistance via United Nations agencies, other international organizations, and the Quartet-approved Temporary International Mechanism.

For these reasons, the United States cannot support the resolution and must abstain.

Thank you.

