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I have the great honol to speak today at the Committee on behalf of the
rneniber countr ies of the Associat ion of Southeast Asian Nations (ASE,AN).

nanrely Brunei Darussalarn, Cambodia, lndonesia, Lao People's Den-rocratic
Repirblic. Malaysia, Myanrlar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and my
orvn country-Viet Narn on agenda item "Measures to Elinrinate International
-fen-orisnr".

First of all, I wish to wannly congratulate you on your election as
Chainnan of this very irnportant Cornrnittee. My equally wann oongratulations
g,o to thc other nrembers ol- the Bureau.

Nlr. ('huirntan,

Last Saturdal, night, the world was again shocked by tenorist attacks in
l lal i  t l rat took sorlc 20 l ives and injured rnore than a hundrcd othel pcople. A
rnelnber of ASF.AN - Indonesia - again becarne victim of rnost heinous crirnes.
'l'his 

terlible act of largeting innocent people in pr.rblic area is cleally an act of
ternrrisnr. As aflirlned b1, our Fleads of State and Governrnent during the Higlt
Lcrc l  P lcn l ry  \ l ce l r r rg  , r f  rhe  60  1 '  Sess ion  o l ' thc  Gr :ncr r l  Assetn l r l r .  lL 'nor ts t t .
consti tutes one of the rnost serious threats to international peace and sccurity.
'Ihe 

ASE,AN mernber countnes condemn every act of teruorisur in all its lbmrs
and rrranifeitations antl call for iiuther strengthenirtg intenrational cooperation

at the Sixth (lommittee of the 60tn Session of the (ieneral Assemblv
on Agendr l tem "Measures to

(Nev'l'ork,

Mr. ('haintnn,
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in the fight against terrorisrn. Guided by the experience of the fight against
ten orisnr over the past years, the ASEAN member countries continue to uphold
the view that the measures to be taken against telTorism must be
oomprehelsive. balanced and irr compliance with intemational law, parlicularly
the principles of national sovereignty. territorial integriqr and non-interference
in the intemal affairs of States. At the same time. we emphasize the need to
address the root causes of terrorism and we reject any attempt to associate
tenorism with any race. religion, nationality or ethnic group.

The ASEAN member countries believe that in the fight against
temorisrn. the United Nations must play a leading role. In this context. we are
pleased to note that this year, the United Nations has recorded an important
trclrievernent in the strengthening of the international legal framework against
terorism by adopting, on l3 April 2005, the International Convention for the
Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism to which all ASEAN rnernber
countries are encouraged to consider to become parties. We look fbrward to
working with other Delegations with a view to reaching an agreernent on and
concluding a comprehensive convention on intenrational tenorism during the
60th Session of the General Assembly.

lvlr. (lhairman.

During the past year. the ASEAN mernber countries have continued
spare no efforts in building and strengthening coordination and cooperation
the region and between regions in the fight against terrorisrn.

The I0"' ASEAN Srurrmit held in Vientiane fiom 29-30 Novernber last
year adopted the Vientiane Action Program that contains rneasures to guide
r\SEAN's eflorts in countering terorism from 2005-20 10. These rreasures
serve as the preparatory steps with a view to concluding an ASE,AN Mutual
Legal Assistance Agreement and an ASEAN Convention on Counter-Terrorisn
as well as establishing an ASEAN Extradition Treaty as envisaged by the
ASEAN Security Comrnunity Plan of Action.

Intra-.ASEAN inter-sector cooperation on counler-tefforisrn conl ir)ues to
progress. The 4tl' and the 5tL Senior Officials Meetings on Transnational Crirne
(SOMTC) held respectively in September 2004 in Bandar Seri Begawan and in
June 2005 in Siern Riep discussed and reviewed the ongoing cooperation and
activities in cornbating transnational crime and terrorisrn. In addition.
coordination arnong the ASEAN Chiefs of Police (ASEANAPOL) in fighting
temorism has been further strengthened fbllowimg tl'reir 24tl' and 2 511' annual
conferences respectively held in Auppst 2004 in Thailand and in May 2005 in
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Indonesia. They called fbr, arnong other measures, enhancing the existing
rnechanisrns of cooperation and coordination arnong ASEAN member countries
in preventing and suppressing all aspects of terrorist activities and other
transnational crirnes. and enhancing the exchange of infonnation and
intelligence. They also signed the MOU and Consoftium Agrcement for the e-
ASE,ANAPOL database systern.

ASEAN lras also moved progressively to enhance extra-regional
cooperation in countering temorism with its Dialogue Pafiners. ASEAN has
signed joint declarations on cooperation to combat interrrational terrorisrn with
.f apan in Novernber 2004, and with New Zealand,, Republic of' Korea and
Pakistan all in July 2005. This brings the total number ofsuch joint declarations
to 10. At the 8'n ASEAN+3 Sur.nmit held in Noverrrber 2004 in Vientiane- the
leaders reiterated their detennination to further concefted efforts to fisht
tenorism in East Asia arld their cormnitrnent to suppofi global eflbrts to combat
intemational terrorism.

In tenns of enhancing counter-temorism capacity, the past year has
witnessed firrther efforts bv ASEAN. ASEAN and AusAlD have successfullv
completed the "Foundation Course for Senior Ot'ficers on the Theory of
Clounter-Terrorisrn Recognition and Multilateral Collaboration for Combating
Temorism" in January 2005 Within the frarnework of ASEAN-Derunark
cooperation, pro-iect ideas for strengthening the legal capacity of Mernbers
Countries to cornbat temorism and sea piracy are being fbnnulated. ASEAN
and the US are workins on activities under the ASEAN-LJS Work Plan to
cornbat international terrorisrn. ASEAN continues strengthening cooperation
with United Nations agencies and otl'rer regional organizations in combating
transnational crinre and telTonsrn.

Mr. (lhairman,

To conclude, let me on behalf of the mernber countries of ASE,AN
assurc you that ASEAN will continue to promote coordination and cooperation
with the international con'rmunity in combating intemational terrorisrn. We
believe this will ensure peace and stability, create an environment conducive to
our efforts to attain sustainable developrnent. pro€tress and prosperity in
AS EAN. thus contributing to the rnaintenance of regional and intemational
peace, securify and stability.

I thunk you, lvIr. ()hairmon


