TAWFEEQ AHMED ALMANSOOR (BAHRAIN):  In the name of God the Merciful and the Compassionate.  Madam President, yesterday the 29th of November coincided with the 58th anniversary of the adoption of resolution 181 of 1947, the day that has eventually become an international day of solidarity with the Palestinian people.  It is, therefore, especially painful to note that 38 years have passed since Israel first occupied Arab territories.  It has continuously refused to abide as an occupying power by the collective will of the international community by withdrawing its military forces to within its own territories, putting an end to its occupation of Arab territories.

These years were fraught with painful memories for those who have suffered under Israeli occupation, particularly since these years have passed without the realization of the final objective to achieve peace.  That is a major source of concern for those who aspire to the realization of just peace, and who are afraid that their dreams might dissipate and their aspirations might be aborted.  Their noble endeavors would be -- would not achieve the desired objectives because of maneuvers, prevarication and procrastination and because of deviation from a commitment under conventions, resolutions and other international instruments.

Undoubtedly, dealing with this impasse is currently -- that currently afflicts the peace process in the Middle East requires the intensification of international efforts in order to reach a peaceful settlement that would enhance peace in the region through the implementation of United Nations resolutions, particularly Security Council resolutions 242 of 1967 and 338 of 1973 and other resolutions.  We believe that the Road Map might represent the appropriate way to realize the objectives of the United Nations resolutions regarding the occupied Palestinian territories.

Israel, until now, as noted in the Secretary General's report in document A/60/539 has failed to play its role in the implementation of its basic obligations under the Road Map, which include inter alia a freeze on all settler activities and a dismantlement -- an immediate dismantlement of advanced centers for these settlements, and also a cessation of the construction of the wall of separation, which the Secretary General considers as a unilateral act that runs counter to the Road Map.  

The Secretary General also believes that this unilateral action, together with Israeli settler activities, represents major challenges along the way to the realization of the Road Map and the solution based on two states.

It is clear that the two main obstacles to the peace process are the construction of the wall of separation and its continued extension in contradiction with the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice on 9 July 2004; an opinion that has also called for the dismantlement of this wall of separation, as well as the settlements and their continued expansion and the construction of further settlements in the West Bank or in the occupied Arab Syrian Golan. 

This approach by Israel has been called -- the policies and practices of Israel by the Security Council, which has condemned these actions repeatedly in its resolutions and has considered them without any legal value and that they represent a grave obstacle to comprehensive and lasting and just peace in the Middle East, particularly and including in its resolution 446 of 1979 -- of 22 March 1979.  

The Security Council has also denounced Israel's failure to implement resolutions 237 of 1967 -- of 14 June 1967 and 252 of 1968 -- of 21 May 1968, and resolution 298 of 1971, which was adopted on 25 September 1971.

It has also denounced the failure to implement relevant General Assembly resolutions 2253 of 4 July 1967 and 2254, dated 14 July 1967 and resolution 32/5 of 28 October 1977 and resolution 33/113 of 18 December 1978.

It is regrettable that Israel, the occupying power, has continued to implement its designs aimed at changing the character of the occupied Arab territories in total disregard of international law, international humanitarian law and international conventions applicable to all occupied territories, such as the Geneva Convention of 12 August 1949 regarding the protection of civilians in the time of war, and the Hague Convention of 14 May 1954 on the protection of culture, property in case of an armed conflict.

It has been reported as in document A/60/271 that Israel has embarked upon effecting changes to Jerusalem that can be described as radical and as undermining the Arab character of the city and in strengthening the Jewish character of it instead in total contradiction with United Nations resolutions such as Security Council resolution 478 of 1980, which has declared null and void all measures taken by Israel in Jerusalem.  

With regard to the occupied Syrian Golan, it has been reported in document 60/65 and document A/E/205/13 that the Israeli authorities have authorized the construction of nine new settlements in addition to the expansion of the current 44 settlements, which provides irrefutable proof of Israel's intention to entrench its occupation of the Syrian Golan and of its refusal to implement international resolutions -- internationally relevant resolutions, including resolution 497 of 1981 of the Security Council dated 17 December 1981, which considered Israel's decision to impose its laws, administration and jurisprudence on the occupied Syrian Golan as null and void and without any legal effect whatsoever.

In addition to the occupied Palestinian territories and the occupied Syrian Golan, the Shabaa Farms still suffer under the yoke of Israeli occupation.

Madam President, in spite of the vital importance and the historic character of the -- historic geographic and economic character of the Middle East, it has not enjoyed any stability for many decades due to the Israeli occupation of Arab territories; an occupation that has depleted the resources and capacities and capabilities of the Arab states and their peoples.  

Stability will not returned to the Middle East, so long as the Israeli government continues its insistence to adopt suppressive policies and practices leading to all these years of deterioration in the situation in the occupied territories, harming the people of the region and causing the emergence of successive crises.  Because of that same approach that results to excessive force in order to impose security and expansion and in order to build further settlements to entrench the Israeli occupation and create a new fait accompli.

The Kingdom of Bahrain reiterates its full support to the right of the Palestinian people to attain its full, legitimate political rights, including its right to establish its own independent state with holy Jerusalem as its capital.

We demand Israel to implement its legal obligations in accordance with resolutions 242, 338, 425, 1397 and 1515, together with a principle of land for peace, and the implementation of the Road Map.

We demand Israel to withdraw from the Syrian -- the occupied Syrian Golan to the line of the 4 June 1967 and to implement Security Council -- relevant Security Council resolutions, particularly resolution 497.  Israel's continued occupation of the Syrian Golan represents a main obstacle to the establishment of last -- a just and lasting peace in the Middle East and undermines the international efforts to bring security to this vital region of the world.  

We'd also like to reiterate the importance for Israel to put an end to its occupation from the remaining Lebanese territories and implementation of resolution 425 of 1978 and to cease its targeting of Lebanese territories and to show respect for its territorial sovereignty.  Thank you Madam President.

