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(check against del ivery)  

M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  

I have  the  h o n o u r  to in t roduce  d ra f t  resolut ion Al59 lL .64  on beha l f  o f  the  fo l lowing  co -  

s p o n s o r s :  Afghan i s t an ,  Be lg ium,  Bhu tan ,  Czech Repub l i c ,  D e n m a r k ,  Fi j i ,  F r a n c e ,  Georg ia ,  

Germany ,  G r e e c e ,  H a i t i ,  I-Ionduras, I ce l and ,  Ind ia ,  J apan ,  Ki r iba t i ,  Latvia ,  M a l d i v e s ,  Nauru ,  

Pa lau ,  P a r a g u a y ,  P o l a n d ,  Por tuga l ,  Sololnon Is lands ,  Tuva lu ,  Ukra ine  and  Brazi l ,  as wel l  as o f  the  

c o - s p o n s o r s  which h a v e  jo ined  the  in i t ia t ive  s ince  las t  Thursday  Ju ly  7, namely  Marsha l l  I s lands ,  

L i thuan ia .  

A t  the  ou t se t ,  I express  o u r  s ince re  thanks  to  you ,  P res iden t  J e a n  P ing ,  fo r  conven ing  th i s  

t imely  d e b a t e  and commend  y o u r  ou t s t and ing  l eade r sh ip  in c o n d u c t i n g  the  Genera l  Assembly ' s  

work  a t  i t s  59 th  s e s s i o n ,  a n d ,  in pa r t i cu la r ,  t he  p repa ra to ry  p r o c e s s  fo r  t h e  Sep tember  S u m m i t .  

M r .  P res iden t ,  

As  w e  a p p r o a c h  the  s ix t i e th  ann ive r sa ry  o f  the  Uni ted  N a t i o n s ,  t h e  membersh ip  as a  whole  

sha res  a  s e n s e  o f  u rgency  in p romot ing  i t s  e f f ec t iveness  in al l  a r e a s ,  and  pa r t i cu la r ly  in the f ield 

o f  the  ma in tenance  o f  in t e rna t iona l  peace  and secur i ty .  Awareness  o f  the  need f o r  change  is 

e spec ia l ly  p ronounced  anlong a l l  o f  us .  



T h e  c o - s p o n s o r s  a r e  keen ly  a w a r e  that  t he  cons ide ra t ion  o f  t h i s  d ra f t  p roposa l  by  the 191 

members  o f  t h e  Uni t ed  N a t i o n s  cons t i tu t e s  a  h i s to r i c  s t e p  in mul t i l a t e ra l  d i p l o m a c y .  I t s  

p rov i s ions  wou ld  s ign i f i can t ly  s t r eng then  th i s  wor ld  O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a n d  t ru ly  r e fo rm t h e  Secur i ty  

Counc i l  - t h e  m a i n  o rgan  en t rus t ed  by the  Char t e r  wi th  t h e  p r i m a r y  r e spons ib i l i t y  for  the  

tna intenance  o f  in t e rna t iona l  peace  and  secur i ty .  

A c c u ~ n u l a t e d  e x p e r i e n c e  acqu i red  s i n c e  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  Uni t ed  N a t i o n s  demons t ra t e s  

tha t ,  in the  e y e s  o f  ou r  p e o p l e s ,  t h e  r ea l i t i e s  o f  power  o f  1 9 4 5  h a v e  long  been s u p e r s e d e d .  The  

secur i ty  s t r u c t u r e  then  e s t ab l i shed  is  now g la r ing ly  o u t d a t e d .  In  o r d e r  to  e f fec t ive ly  ca r ry  out i t s  

func t ions  and  p o w e r s ,  t h e  Secur i ty  Coulici l  n e e d s  to  u n d e r g o  a  t h o r o u g h  re fo rm,  which inc ludes  

an  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  pe rmanen t  members ,  in o r d e r  t o  b r ing  it in l ine with the  

c o n t e m p o r a r y  wor ld .  

S u c h  a  r e f o r m  wi l l  e n s u r e  a  be t t e r  r e sponse  to  t h e  e v o l v i n g  n a t u r e  a n d  cha rac te r i s t i c s  o f  

th rea t s  to  p e a c e ,  a s  wel l  a s  a  m o r e  sys t emat i c  and  e f fec t ive  c o m p l i a n c e  wi th  i t s  dec i s ions .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e n e s s  and  e q u i t a b l e  pa r t i c ipa t ion  m u s t  b e  c l e a r l y  r e f l ec ted  in t h e  Secur i ty  

Counc i l ' s  c o m p o s i t i o n .  On ly  th rough  an upda ted  o b s e r v a n c e  o f  t h e s e  p r inc ip le s  wi l l  t he  

legi t imacy o f  the  d e c i s i o n s  o f  the  Counc i l  be  ensured .  

M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  

Dra f t  r e so lu t ion  L.64 ainis a t  the  expans ion  o f  the  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  the  Secur i ty  Counci l  t o  

ref lec t  new r e a l i t i e s .  As e x p r e s s e d  in t h e  d ra f t ,  t h i s  w o u l d  s h a p e  a  b a l a n c e  o f  fo rces  capab le  o f  

enhanc ing  the  C o u n c i l ' s  r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  to  t h e  v iews and n e e d s  o f  a l l  M e m b e r  S ta t e s ,  in pa r t i cu la r  

d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  and  o f  ensur ing  the  adop t ion  o f  improved  w o r k i n g  ~ n e t h o d s .  

I t  o b j e c t i v e l y  e s t a b l i s h e s  the  r equ i red  mechan i sms  t o  a c h i e v e  such  an  ou tcome ,  which 

include m a k i n g  f u l l  use  o f  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  and  universa l  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p rocesses  o f  t h e  Genera l  

Assembly .  I t  a l s o  de te rmines  fu tu re  cons ide ra t ion  of  the  q u e s t i o n  o f  the  ve to ,  and  fo resees  a  

review o f  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  e f f ec t iveness  a n d  compos i t ion  f i f t een  y e a r s  a f t e r  the  en t ry  in to  force  o f  

the  c h a n g e s  p r o p o s e d .  

As is wide ly  known,  o u r  d ra f t  bui lds  upon a  p r o p o s a l  p u t  f o r w a r d  by  the  High-Leve l  Panel  

on T h r e a t s ,  C h a l l e n g e s  a n d  C h a n g e  a n d  re i tera ted  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  in h is  r epor t  "In 

Large r  Freedom" ,  and  a l l o w s  fo r  enhanced  pa r t i c ipa t ion  o f  a l l  r e g i o n a l  g r o u p s  in the  Counc i l ' s  

compos i t ion .  

T h e  g r o u p  o f  c o - s p o n s o r s  compr i ses  coun t r i e s  r i ch  a n d  p o o r ,  l a rge  a n d  sma l l ,  i s l ands  and 

l and- locked  S ta t e s ,  a s  we l l  a s  a  pe rmanen t  member  of  the  Secur i ty  C o u n c i l .  

In p r e p a r i n g  the  d ra f t ,  t he  c o - s p o n s o r s  engaged  in o p e n ,  t r anspa ren t  and  ex tens ive  

d ia logue  wi th  a l l  m e m b e r  S t a t e s  o f  the  U N ,  bo th  in N e w  York  a n d  in c a p i t a l s .  T h e  r e su l t  r e f l ec t s  

the  b roades t  poss ib le  s c o p e  o f  v i ews  on  the  ma t t e r ,  i ndeed ,  the  v i e w s  o f  those  tha t  s t r ive  for a  



genuine ,  mean ingfu l  r e fo rm o f  the  Secur i ty  Counc i l ,  and  in tha t  sp i r i t  cons t ruc t ive ly  par t ic ipated  

in t h e  p rocess .  

O u r  d ra f t  is b e i n g  p resen ted  to the  Genera l  Assembly  in t ime  fo r  d e c i s i o n s  to  be taken 

before  S e p t e m b e r .  I ts  s u b ~ n i s s i o n  a f t e r  the  conc lus ion  o f  two m a j o r  summi t  mee t ings  a l lowed 

Coun t r i e s  in bo th  A f r i c a  and  the  Car ibbean  to  ca re fu l ly  ponder  t h e  p ros  and  c o n s  o f  the  p roposed  

expans ion .  

W e  have  b e e n  g r e a t l y  encouraged  by the  fac t  t ha t  the  Af r i can  H e a d s  o f  S ta t e ,  speak ing  

with o n e  voice  a t  S i r t e ,  h a v e  taken a  s t and  s o  s imi la r  to  o u r s ,  a s  wel l  a s  by the  St .  Lucia  

C A R I C O M  H e a d s  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  mee t ing ,  in which a  s ign i f i can t  number  o f  those  S ta t e s  indicated  

that  they a r e  inc l ined  t o  s u p p o r t  the  p roposa l .  

M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  more  ba lanced  compos i t ion  o f  t h e  Secur i ty  Counc i l  can only  

be r ea l i zed  th rough  a  d e m o c r a t i c  expans ion  o f  bo th  the  pe rmanen t  and non-pe rmanen t  member  

ca tegor i e s .  T h i s  i s  a c h i e v e d  by means  o f  the  se l ec t ion  o f  the  new pe rmanen t  members  by the  

Genera l  A s s e m b l y ,  in o r d e r  t o  r ed ress  the  cu r ren t  s i tua t ion  and  e n s u r e  pe rmanen t  r ep resen ta t ion  

for  deve loped  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  coun t r i e s  a l ike .  

M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  new pe rmanen t  m e m b e r s  se l ec ted  by t h e  Genera l  Assembly 

e s t ab l i shes  a  d i r e c t  l ink  o f  accoun tab i l i t y  be tween  the  new pe rmanen t  members  and  the  gene ra l  

membersh ip .  T h e  e n v i s a g e d  rev iew mechanism cons t i tu t e s  an  add i t iona l  gua ran tee  t o  tha t  e f f ec t .  

P romot ing  s u b s t a n t i v e  a n d  mean ingfu l  s t ruc tu ra l  changes  to the  Secur i ty  Counc i l  wi l l  a l so  resul t  

in a  r ev i s ion  o f  i t s  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  work ing  me thods .  

T a k i n g  a  d e c i s i o n  o n  th i s  d ra f t  means  pu t t ing  underway  a  p rocess  tha t  wi l l  n o  doub t  g ive  

t r emendous  impul se  to  lnu l t i l a t e ra l i sm and to democra t i za t ion  o f  in t e rna t iona l  r e l a t ions ,  a s  well  

a s  b r ing  a b o u t  a  m o r e  b a l a n c e d  and  e f f i c i en t  Secur i ty  C o u n c i l .  

I t  i s  a  p r o c e s s  t h a t ,  o n c e  s t a r t ed ,  wil l  be owned by t h e  en t i r e  UN membersh ip .  

M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  

As  the  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  p repa res  for  the  conven ing  o f  the  Sep tember  Summi t ,  it has  become 

inc reas ing ly  e v i d e n t  tha t  s ecur i ty  and deve lopment  a re  in t e rconnec ted  in a  manner  tha t  does  not  

a l low fo r  p rogress  in  o n e  a r e a  wi thou t  cons i s t en t  advances  in the  o the r .  

A  m o r e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  upda ted  def in i t ion  o f  p resen t -day  th rea t s  conf ron t ing  mankind is 

e s sen t i a l  to ensure  tha t  t h e  s o c i a l ,  economic  and  human  r ights  conce rns  o f  t h e  peop les  of  the  

Uni ted  Na t ions  a r e  d u l y  t aken  in to  accoun t  as the  UN advances  t o w a r d s  more  e f f i c i en t ly  ensur ing 

peace  and s e c u r i t y .  



T h e  ghas t ly  th rea t  o f  t e r r o r i s t  a t t acks ,  which o n c e  m o r e  have  r evea led  in shock ing  manner  

the  ind i sc r imina te  b ru ta l i ty  a n d  c rue l ty  of  th i s  scourge ,  is a n o t h e r ,  a n d  s a d l y  r ecur ren t ,  r eminder  

o f  t h e  need  to  upda te  o u r  t h r e a t  p e r c e p t i o n s  and  a d a p t  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t r u c t u r e s  to dea l  with them.  

I t  is c l e a r  tha t  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  fu tu re  e f fec t iveness  is a l s o  c o n t i n g e n t  upon  t h e  pe rmanen t  

p resence  o f  m a j o r  f inanc ia l  c o n t r i b u t o r s  and  those  w h o  a r e  m o s t  wi l l ing  a n d  a b l e  t o  con t r ibu te  to  

the  work  o f  t h e  l Jn i ted  N a t i o n s .  

M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  

Cr i t i c i sm to o u r  p r o p o s a l ,  s o  f a r ,  has  fa i led  to  r ea l i s t i ca l ly  a d d r e s s  the  c o r e  i s sue  o f  

pe rmanen t  m e m b e r s h i p .  R e s t r i c t i n g  the  expans ion  o f  the  Counc i l  t o  the  c a t e g o r y  of  non-  

pe rmanen t  lnenibers w o u l d  no t  o n l y  mean  the  ma in tenance  o f  the  s t a tus  quo ,  but  a l so  r i sk  

inc reas ing  t h e  d i spa r i ty  in i t s  compos i t ion .  I t  wou ld  d o  no th ing  to  co r rec t  i t s  s t ruc tu ra l  

imba lances .  

Some  h a v e  a l so  e x p r e s s e d  tha t  a  p roposa l  such  as  o u r s  shou ld  b e  sub jec t  to  a  unan imous  

d e c i s i o n ,  a  c l a im the  t r u e  o b j e c t i v e  of  which is  p l a in  e n o u g h  f o r  a l l  t o  s e e :  s i n ~ p l y  to b lock the  

p rocess .  O u r  r e s p o n s e  i s  t o  le t  t h e  Genera l  Assembly m a k e  use  o f  i t s  un ive r sa l  a n d  democra t i c  

d e c i s i o n -m a k i n g  p rocess ,  t h e  s a m e  method  by which Pa r l i amen t s  da i ly  g o  abou t  the i r  bus iness .  

As fo r  t h e  a r g u m e n t  tha t  work ing  t o  b r ing  th i s  i s sue  t o  a  conc lus ion  - a f t e r  t ~ v e l v e  yea r s  

o f  d i scuss ion  - i s  s o m e h o w  s t i l l  p r e m a t u r e ,  we can only  c o n s i d e r  it begu i l ing .  

M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  

I  must  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  s h a r e d  pe rcep t ion ,  a m o n g  c o - s p o n s o r s  a n d  beyond ,  tha t  a  success fu l  

conc lus ion  o f  the  r e f o r m  o f  t h e  Secur i ty  C o u n c i l ,  wou ld  e n h a n c e  i ts  l eg i t imacy  and  

rep resen ta t iveness ,  and  c o n s t i t u t e  a  most  impor tan t  boos t  to the  s t r eng then ing  o f  t h e  Organ iza t ion  

and towards  ensur ing  a  s u c c e s s f u l  outconle  to the  S e p t e m b e r  Summi t  m e e t i n g .  

We  a r e  c o n v i n c e d  tha t ,  bo th  in subs tance  and in p r o c e d u r e ,  o u r  p roposa l  e f f ec t ive ly  and 

~ t n a m b i g u o u s l y  p r o m o t e s ,  in a  d i r ec t ,  conc re te  manner ,  a  democra t i za t ion  o f  in t e rna t iona l  

r e l a t ions  under  the  a e g i s  o f  t h e  Uni t ed  Na t ions  and  fac i l i t a t e s  the  ach ievement  o f  peace  and  

secur i ty  in fu l l  ha rmony  wi th  t h e  o b s e r v a n c e  of  the  p u r p o s e s  a n d  p r inc ip le s  o f  the  C h a r t e r ;  a  goa l  

now within  r each .  An o p p o r t u n i t y  such  as  th i s  one  must  not  be  missed .  

M r .  P res iden t ,  

As I conc lude ,  it i s  impor tan t  to r eca l l  Sec re ta ry -Genera l  Kof i  A n n a n ' s  r emark  tha t  n o  UN 

re fo rm would  be  c o m p l e t e  wi thou t  a  r e fo rm of  the  Secur i ty  C o u n c i l ,  a n d  h i s  recomrnendat ion fo r  

us to  dea l  wi th  th i s  i s sue  b e f o r e  S e p t e m b e r .  Pe rhaps  m o r e  than a n y o n e  e l se ,  he  has been  aware  o f  

the  d i r e  need to p rese rve  and  s t r eng then  the  Uni ted  Na t ions  a s  the  o n l y  mul t i l a t e ra l ,  universa l  



i n s t rumen t  f o r  a d d r e s s i n g  and  re so lv ing  the  mul t i faceted  and  inc reas ing ly  c o m p l e x  c r i se s  tha t  

a f f ec t  humani ty .  O n c e  m o r e  we wi l l  do  wel l  in heed ing  his adv ice .  

I  wish  to  make  c l e a r ,  in th i s  r ega rd ,  tha t  we d o  not s e e k  to  impose  a  vote  on  th is  mat ter  

be fo re  it has  been  c o m p r e h e n s i v e l y  d i scussed  by the  member  S t a t e s  in th i s  d e b a t e .  As has  been 

the  c a s e  s i n c e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  the  G-4 ,  t en  months  ago ,  a n d  n o w  with  full  pa r t i c ipa t ion  of  al l  

co - sponsors ,  we s t a n d  ready  t o  advance  in the  d ia logue  with a l l  t hose  g r o u p s  that  genu ine ly  wish 

t o  p romote  t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  th i s  Organ iza t ion ,  and  o f  i ts  capac i ty  to dea l  with con tempora ry  

th rea t s  to  p e a c e  and  s e c u r i t y .  

As t h e  Min i s t e r s  o f  Fore ign  Affa i rs  o f  Germany ,  Ind ia ,  J a p a n  a n d  my own Coun t ry  s t a t ed  

in London  las t  F r i d a y ,  8 Ju ly :  "Agains t  t he  backdrop  o f  the  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  recent  S u ~ n l n i t  of  the  

Afr ican Union  in S i r t e  a n d  t h e  Car i com Summi t  in S t .  Luc ia ,  t he  Min i s t e r s  r e i t e ra t ed  thei r  

r ead iness  to  c o n t i n u e  d i a l o g u e  wi th  the  Afr ican Union ,  Car i com,  a s  we l l  as co- sponsors  of  the  

d ra f t  r e so lu t ion  a n d  t h e  U N  membersh ip  a s  l a rge ."  

Pu t t ing  th i s  d e c i s i o n  to  p rac t i ce ,  t hey  me t ,  at  t ha t  o c c a s i o n ,  wi th  the  Min i s t e r  for  Fore ign 

Af fa i r s  o f  G h a n a  N a n a  A d d o  Dankwa  Akufo-Addo ,  in h is  capac i ty  as a  member  o f  t h e  co re  g roup  

o f  the  f o l l o w - u p  ~ n e c h a n i s ~ n  on the  r e fo rm o f  t h e  Uni ted  Na t ions  e s t ab l i shed  by t h e  Afr ican 

Union ,  to r ev iew d e v e l o p m e n t s  a t  t he  AU Summi t  in S i r t e  a n d  t o  d i s c u s s  p rospec t s  for  comlnon 

ac t ion  in the  immedia te  fu tu re  with r ega rd  to  t h e  expans ion  a n d  re fo rm o f  the  U N  Secur i ty  

Counc i l .  

In p resen t ing  th i s  p roposa l ,  t he  co - sponsors  have  t aken  a  bold  s t e p  that  o p e n s  t h e  way fo r  

rea l ,  mean ingfu l  c h a n g e  in th i s  Organ iza t ion .  Let  us al l  f o l l o ~ v  th rough  in our  de te rmina t ion  to 

b r ing  abou t  a  be t t e r  w o r l d .  

Thank  y o u .  




