MICHEL KAFANDO (BURKINA FASO):  Madam President, I should like to preface my statement by saying how delighted my delegation is to have this opportunity through our consideration of this agenda item, to consider the situation in the Middle East, this seething cauldron which everyday makes one fear the worst. 

Because it poses a real threat to international peace and security, the question of the Middle East deserves special attention.  It is more than a concern.  Primarily, it is a responsibility incumbent upon the entire international community.  The constant image we have of this part of the world is an image of a region beset by violence, destitution and a constant lack of security.  

In Iraq, foreign occupation has merely exacerbated the dire situation and lack of security there, and the establishment of a government of national unity following the pluralistic elections of last January or the trial of former Ba’ath party leaders will certainly not restore confidence there any time soon.

Proof of this is the upsurge of acts of violence, sometimes barbaric in nature, which could long doom this country to instability, the consequences of which for the entire region could be catastrophic.

Madam, on this question, Burkina Faso believes that there is a need to speed up the process of the Iraqis assuming power themselves, a need once again to place the United Nations at the center of any initiative that would support the peace-building actions of the government.

Furthermore, we assert the Iraqi peoples' right to have exclusive control over their natural resources.  

With regard to other countries in the Middle East, the outlook is practically the same.  In Lebanon, despite the withdraw of Syrian troops and the organization of a free and transparent election, which led to the establishment of a new government, the assassination of the former prime minister, Rafik Hariri, was a stark demonstration to the world that that country is not yet close to emerging from this period of turbulence.  

Burkina Faso welcomes the establishment of an independent commission of inquiry authorized by the Security Council and hopes that this murky business will be thoroughly clarified.

Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt, just to refer to these countries, have not been spared either, and have experienced waves of attacks also.  This is why we think it is important to encourage any initiative, any type of solution that could provide a remedy, such as the recent consultations organized by Egypt that my country sincerely welcomes.

Clearly, given this climate of ongoing tension, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has likewise been affected and has even caused acts of violence that the Middle East has experienced in the West Bank.  Palestinians continue to suffer because of serious violations of their inalienable rights which have caused massive displacements of population and the establishment of many refugee camps in the occupied territories and in neighboring countries.

Likewise, we cannot ignore arbitrary arrests, targeted assassinations of Palestinian leaders, and of course, the building of the separation wall, notwithstanding the contrary opinion of the International Court of Justice.  

Madam President, the passing of President Yassir Arafat has left a huge vacuum.  Fortunately, it was soon filled by his worthy successful, Mahmoud Abbas, the head of the Palestinian Authority. 

At his instance, positive initiatives were taken, particularly the suspension of the Intifada and robust action against acts of terrorism, which definitely have helped to establish the beginnings of a direct dialogue with Israel.  

There is no doubt that this new calm prompted the withdrawal of Israeli troops from the Gaza Strip as well and led to the dismantlement of Jewish settlements.  

I wish to say that Burkina Faso's government is pleased at this withdrawal, which demonstrates that there is still hope.  We call upon the belligerent parties to work further to diffuse the situation.  

Madam President, for my country, working to diffuse the situation means establishing a constructive dialogue between the parties on the basis of the relevant resolutions; that is 242 and 338 of the Security Council.  

We urge them to commit definitely and without further ado to that approach, even if, unfortunately, we must admit that the multitude of efforts of the international community embodied in specific proposals such as the Road Map, have not always produced the effects we hoped they would.

Clearly, Burkina Faso unreservedly supports resolution 1397 of the Security Council, which advocates the establishment of an independent Palestinian state living side-by-side with Israel in secure internationally recognized borders.

Accordingly, how can we not welcome the statement made by the Prime Minister of Israel made right here on the occasion of the commemoration of the 60th anniversary of the United Nations in which he clearly recognizes that Palestinians have the right to a free, independent state.

Madam President, for us the appeal made by the Quartet that met in September on the margins of the Millennium Summit must be heeded by both belligerents to re-launch the process of negotiation in order to implement the Road Map.  This is an opportunity that must be grasped, and it is high time that the protagonists heed reason and bury the hatchet once and for all so that both parties, and particularly the Israeli and Palestinian children whose future truly is at stake here, may finally coexist in peace and security.  Thank you.

