Cuba
Right of Reply 

September 21, 2005

Thank you very much, Mr. President.  And good evening everyone.

Mr. President, an old comic tells us the story of a rabbit, which protected by hunters was able to tame lions until one day confronted by one of these large felines without his protectors--his usual protectors--he was devoured on the spot.  And apparently the government of the Czech Republic is playing the role of the rabbit, speaking from under the shelter of the hunters and guardians.  The Cuban revolution for some 47 years now has been combating the greatest dominion of this world which has attempted to undermine Cuba in every way possible.  However, what can one expect from cowards and lackeys.  Following instructions given thousands of kilometers away in Prague, the Czech Republic here attempts to sit in judgment on others when it comes to Human Rights, and therefore we look forward to hearing the views of this blameless example of protection of human rights.  Combating xenophobia and racial discrimination, the Czech Republic certainly is not one to hold up a mirror to other countries.  It has instead suppressed minorities in its own country, such as the Roma, for decades now.  The supreme moralists of the Czech Republic, it appears therefore, have done everything possible to combat trafficking in women and children and illegal prostitution in their country.  Does that mean, therefore, that the Czech Republic is now free from the mafia that in fact have perverted and corrupted every institution of the country and whose illegal businesses flourish in this country? That the Czech republic has managed to develop a perfect society?  I was also very surprised also to hear the recent statement of the Prime Minister who stepped down because of alleged embezzlement of public funds.  
Mr. President, the Human Rights Commission needs to be reviewed and recast in order to for once and for all do away with the sham perpetrated by countries such as these.  The spectacle that is played before us on an annual basis at the United Nations Headquarters in Geneva.  If these miserable shows are meant to pass for the Human Rights machinery of the United Nations such a demonstration of hypocrisy and if these shows are to go on then you will not be able to count on Cuba in our support for this as well as for the United States’ involvement by threatening and menacing half the world then allow us to recall that the Czech republic remained silent in the past, resoundingly silent in the past,  when we discussed the scandalous cases of torture and violence inflicted on prisoners held at the illegal base of Guantanamo.  

Mr. President, if the Human Rights Council to be established, if this new body repeats the errors of the past, the double standards, the polarization, the selectivity of view that has persisted for years now through the dominance of western powers and their satellites, then, as of now, we will not be able to support the establishment of this body.  Therefore, we do not feel that the Czech republic is in any position to sit in judgment on others, rather it should address the serious social and political problems to be found within its own borders.
Thank you very much.

