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Second Right of Reply

Thank you very much Mr. President.

Mr. President, my delegation deeply regrets the fact that the distinguished delegation of the Czech Republic has insisted in perpetrating these false accusations with regard to cooperation with human rights mechanisms under the United Nations.  Our country has always, and this is well recorded, cooperated with all those thematic mechanisms of the office, those which have not been subject to the application of double-standards or politicization and in a number of occasions, we have received representatives of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on our territory, including the very first High Commissioner José Ayala Lasso in 1993.  With regard to the concerns raised by the distinguished delegate of the Czech Republic, allow me to recall, as long as Prague is not beset by amnesia, that the Czech Republic over the many years has been involved in many maneuvers to undermine solidarity of the Cuban people and it has in many cases cooperated with the United States in its attempts at undermining Cuba, both at the United Nations in Geneva and also in Prague by raising concerns with regard to the so-called human rights situation in Cuba and it has cooperated in full with the exiled Cuban terrorists in Miami and other such infamous characters worldwide.  
Therefore, let us recall that the government of the Czech Republic supported the establishment through the United States of the Association for the Liberation of a Free Cuba and sent its ambassador to Washington and appointed a coordinator for transitioning Cuba, a type of pro-consulate, which was appointed by the dominating power in order to enact its political ambitions and dreams for our country.  Therefore, the Czech government is nothing more than an accomplice and a sponsor of terrorism waged against Cuba and its people and it has played an active role in the economic embargo waged against our country.  Therefore it should be judged and indeed sentenced for its actions by the international community.  It is they, and not us, who should tremble in their seats and who should feel guilty.  Our government wishes to return to this issue for the sake of our people and of our country under the leadership of its freely elected government and freely elective party.  We will not allow our revolution and our achievements to be trampled underfoot by mercenaries and by terrorists who are in the pay of a foreign power, the foreign power that the government in the Czech Republic sadly continues to support.
