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Mr. Facilitators,

First and foremost, my delegation would like to appreciate the opportunity to participate in this important debate on Cluster I: Freedom from want, from the Report of the Secretary General, and joins the statement made by Jamaica on behalf of the G-77 and China.

In several previous statements throughout this process, we have made emphasis on the importance of development and the priority this issue shall have within the framework of the outcomes of the High-Level Meeting to be held in September. Likewise, we have thoroughly referred to the deficiencies and limitations in the analysis of this issue in the Report we have before us. Thus, this time, and replying to the call made by the President of the General Assembly and the facilitators of the negotiation process, we will focus on the outlining of some concrete proposals which we hope contribute positively to our discussion.

The general substantiation of any group of proposals aimed at achieving progress in the development agenda shall recognize each country's right to freely chose, for itself, its own development model. It is also important to acknowledge that overcoming underdevelopment requires the establishment of a new international economic order, as an essential condition, for the current unjust order, set up to perpetuate our peoples' poverty and underdevelopment is, as a matter of fact, the main cause of these ills. 

Official Development Assistance continues to be one of the main sources of resources targeted at our societies' progress. Once again, we would like to reiterate our firm rejection to any attempt to condition its granting. Besides demanding the fulfillment of this ancient commitment by developed countries, we would like to propose the establishment of a systematic follow-up mechanism to monitor its fulfillment, which may carried out through a periodical revision by the General Assembly.

Undoubtedly, the debt relief issue is one of the most important for our countries, but its cancellation is not enough to solve the problem of external indebtedness whose coefficients would, once gain, multiply without remedy in several years, due to the frank incapacity of developing countries to finance their investments with resources of their own, and their debt would become unsustainable once again. In addition to the re-definition of the debt's sustainability under more coherent and rational criteria and to relief mechanisms in a short term, we propose a more comprehensive and systematic approach and the search of new functioning means and insertion of debtor countries in the world economy.

The main role of trade for our economies is unquestionable. Nevertheless, the analysis and recommendations of the Report in this regard, are superficial and not very ambitious. We propose that besides fulfilling the term proposed for the conclusion of the Doha Round, the functioning of the principle of special but differentiated treatment is achieved, as well as, the adoption of decisions aimed at granting better access of developing countries' agricultural products to developed markets and the inclusion of the fundamental interests of developed countries in the decisions taken as regards services, that the special needs of developing countries in negotiating access to non-agricultural markets are considered and that new commitments contributing to the deindustrialization process and increase of poverty in poor nations are not established. In addition, it is indispensable to carry out collective actions to design lasting and efficient solutions to the issue of commodities, on whose export depend the survival of millions of people in the developing world. 

Mr. Facilitators,

We consider positive that the Report enshrines mentions to the importance of gender equality and to the access to sexual and reproductive health care services. Nevertheless, this issue shall not be limited only to recognize equality between men and women, but shall also encourage this necessary equality through the recognition of the unequal impact that economic policies have on men and women, and also through the adoption of a group of measures that include the passing of legislations which guarantee with no restrictions whatsoever the access of women to property, housing, credit and technical assistance.

On the other hand, the suggestions of the Report regarding environmental issues are also limited and unsatisfactory. Despite we support any perspective effort of the international community to face a climate change after 2012, it is indispensable first of all to demand the adoption of the commitments reached under the UN Convention on Climate Change and its Kyoto Protocol, by the main emitters, based on the principle of common but individualized responsibilities.

It is also important to claim for the necessary financial support, especially for Small Island Developing States, to create the appropriate infrastructures to face the issue of adjustment to climate change. Secondly, recommendations dealing with critical aspects for sustainable development of other Environmental Conventions are avoided, thus we would like to propose to include in the document the adoption of an appropriate treatment of issues related to desertification and biological diversity and also a general and explicit recognition to the unpostponable necessity to reverse the critical financial situation the Environmental Conventions face, even through the allocation of new and additional resources for their proper functioning.

We also consider positive the recommendation to establish a worldwide early warning system for all natural disasters. However, we also believe it necessary, in order to have a more comprehensive and of greater scope approach on this issue; to support the establishment and improvement of the national early warning systems of those countries very prone to disasters; to improve the national infrastructures to provide fast responses to the affected people; to propose that the United Nations along with all the international community work in close cooperation to fulfill the commitments reached at the Conference in Kobe, especially in the field of the assistance to affected countries or countries prone to natural disasters. 

Mr. Facilitators,

These are just some of the suggestions among many others that could be brought up in the field of development. My delegation is willing to closely consider every proposal from the rest of the Member States, and to constructively cooperate to the success of our deliberations. Thus, it is important that the facilitators take into account the ideas aired here and also that their proposals result from the intergovernmental agreement and not from the interpretation of "emerging consensus" which ignore the position of different countries and group of countries.

With this spirit, we ensure the support of Cuba to your work.

Thank you very much. 

  

