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Mr. Facilitator,

Firstly, our delegation wishes to appreciate the celebration of these informal consultations on the eventual decisions to be taken for the reform of some of the key aspects of the work of our Organization, which shall give back - and that is our delegation's hope- to the United Nations' Agenda the highly required balance and comprehensiveness gradually lost during the last years.

Likewise, Cuba expects that as a result of these deliberations, and differently from the process we experienced before the publishing of the Report of the Secretary General, A/59/2005, the text submitted to Member States for its negotiation comprises delegations' views in a real transparent way and attempts to seek consensus on US reform, does not introduce further divisions, and is not manipulated either under the interests of a certain group of countries. 

On the other hand, we would like to reiterate that Cuba understands clearly the existent link among all the aspects of the work of the United Nations, and that reforms of the System are required, but firmly rejects the line stated in the Report of the Secretary General. My delegation would be willing to consider different proposals, without any unnecessary rush, so that the decisions adopted reflect the consensus of all Member States from well-grounded, moderate and objective reviews.

Mr. Facilitator, 

As previously stated, the Report of the Secretary General considers human rights issues within the narrowest possible frame, aiming only at the attempt to set aside States' role as the center of UN activity and create, at the same time, the conceptual base to justify the interference and violation of the sovereignty of States, using as a pretext an alleged commitment with the defense of human rights. 

So much manipulated concepts as good governance, democracy and accountability appear, in the light of the Report, only deficient in developing countries, paving the way to conditionalities for the granting of development assistance, investments and other resources. 

In these circumstances, the unilateral coercive measures which are contrary to International Law implemented by the unipolar world superpower, the international corruption of the great transnational corporations, the blatant interference in the democratic processes against those governments that are not of the liking of the great centers of international power and the atrocious killings of civilians we watch on our TV screens committed by the intelligent missiles of the largest army in the world have been unexplainably ignored.
The Secretary General goes beyond the distortion of the human rights Agenda in the United Nations system. 

Contrary to the view that the Commission on Human Rights (CHR) has lost credibility as some countries only belong to it in order to avoid criticism, that body has lost prestige due to political manipulation, selectivity, politicization, double standards, blackmailing and hypocrisy which is evident in the work of a group of developed countries that are moved by the sole objective of making worth their own political interests.

Instead of recommending a real democratization of the Commission and advocating for greater transparency in its works, the Report proposes -as a solution- the creation of a Human Rights Council, with even more reduced membership, so that those same ones who have almost destroyed the CHR have now more favorable conditions so that the body entitled to assure cooperation in human rights is used as private property of the powerful ones and the inquisitor tribunal to condemn Southern countries, especially, those actively opposing their re-colonization strategy.

The strategy of those supporting this approach is clear: to eliminate the Third Committee of the United Nations' General Assembly, which is the only body of universal and unique composition where sovereign equality of States is exercised in the consideration of human rights within the general context of the other social, cultural and humanitarian issues of States.

Additionally, when separating the CHR from the Economic and Social Council, the consideration of economic, social and cultural rights is weakened, the mere existence and recognition of these rights is questioned once more and the principle of recognizing the universal, interdependent and interrelated nature of all human rights is disregarded.

There is no reason to impose such treatment and privilege to only one of the items considered comprehensively by Article 3, paragraph 3, or Article 55 of the Charter. The enjoyment of human rights, pursuant to the Vienna Declaration, is inseparable and it is strengthened mutually with the promotion of development and democracy. 

The choice of prioritizing one of the components of the equation to the detriment of the others can only bring about greater distortion of the system, greater political questioning and manipulation. 

Mr. Facilitator, 

The so-called "responsibility to protect" has been debated for years and it has not found, in any of its variants, consensus in the United Nations, including human security which has been attempted to be used in order to sweeten its presentation.

When the illegal war against Iraq broke out, some of the most feverish advocators of the so-called "responsibility to protect" chose to remain silent, while others allied to the aggressor, resulting in the death of hundreds of thousands of Iraqi civilian casualties in this cruel assault. They neither blinked when everybody in the globe knew of the indescribable tortures carried out in prison facilities in Iraq, Afghanistan and the Naval Base in Guantánamo.

Not few advocators of the "responsibility to protect" deterred the analysis in the CHR of the humanitarian situation in Iraq after the conflict's outbreak; they opposed to the adoption of a draft resolution attempting to investigate the arbitrary detentions in the illegal US Naval Base in Guantánamo. Besides, within the framework of the substantive session of ECOSOC (2004), these advocators also voted against the adoption of a text calling not to torture prisoners in the name of the war on terror.

It would be suicidal to validate the so-called "right to intervention", used so many times nowadays, within the circumstances of a unipolar and neoliberal world characterized by the existence of an economic and military dictatorship exerted by the superpower, where only one society model is attempted to be imposed, there is a "nuclear Club", "preemptive wars" are promoted, double standards dominate the actions of the Security Council, some shape the contempt towards the General Assembly, the implementation of coercive unilateral measures proliferates and human rights are politically and selectively manipulated.

Cuba firmly rejects, even by means of a vote, the endorsement of such doctrine, which only serves the interests of those making a multimillionaire business out of war. 

Mr. Facilitator,

Among its proposals, the Report contains a very questionable one: the creation of a UN Democracy Fund. The procedure to define which will be the countries having access to the Fund in order to establish or reinforce their democracies is not clear. Would it start off from defining that democracy is based on the freely expressed will of the people to determine their own political, economic, social and cultural regime and on its full participation in all aspects of life, as established by the Vienna Declaration and Program of Action, or would it impose a distorted and selective concept without Member States' consensus?

Our delegation calls the attention so that this Fund is not used as a sort of certification mechanism of whether who is democratic or not. Likewise we reject the attempt to continue to erode the work of the UN Development Programme as regards concrete development programmes and plans, with diversionary works that overlap the activities that shall be assumed by the Department of Political Affairs. 

Mr. Facilitator,

We shall remind, in terms of the role of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, that when adopting resolution 52/12, the General Assembly adopted measure 15 from the Report of the Secretary General entitled: "Renewing the United Nations: A Programme for Reform", which refers to the inter-sectoral participation of the High Commissioner's Office in the works of the Executive Committees on Peace and Security, Economic and Social Affairs, Development Activities and Humanitarian Affairs, which are coordination structures only at Secretariat level. It is simply unacceptable to extend that role to the intergovernmental mechanisms.

The search for development, peace, international security and other important issues is important in all the system's entities; thus, all UN organs are involved in the adoption and consideration of decisions in the matters. This shall operate likewise in the human rights issue.

On the other hand, in the case that the General Assembly considers granting new and additional resources to the High Commissioner's Office, these shall be justly distributed among the different sub-programmes, after Program of Action 2 receives clear intergovernmental endorsement, a question which is still pending. 

The proposals of the Secretary General in this area tend to establish priorities among priorities and violate the principles established referring to the fact that the level of resources shall be in line with that of duly mandated activities. Any resource level review of the Office shall be analyzed within the context of the proposed programme budget, or in the light of reviewed estimates resulting from the adoption of reform proposals. As it may be inferred in the Report, this process is not a prerogative of the Secretary General but of Member States.

Mr. Facilitator,

To end, our delegation would like to point out that the aforementioned comments do not cover all the serious concerns of the Cuban delegation as to this Cluster.

In this way and facing the coming negotiations, our delegation reserves the right to make a statement on the rest of the Secretary General's initiatives.

Thank you very much.

  

