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Thank you Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, the Cuban delegation reaffirms its firmest condemnation of all acts, methods and practices of terrorism in all its forms and manifestation wherever against whomsoever and by whomsoever they are committed and whatever their motivations including those acts in which states are directly or indirectly involved.

Mr. Chairman, my country has never permitted and will never permit the use of its national territory for the execution, planning or financing of terrorist acts against any other state without exception.  Likewise, the Cuban delegation totally condemns the use of counterterrorism as a pretext to justify interference in the internal affairs of other states, attacks on and disregard for the national sovereignty of states.  Terrorism is a phenomenon that must be tackled by the international community as a whole, in an environment of close cooperation and within the framework of respect for the United Nations charter and international law.  

Mr. Chairman, my delegation regards the adoption of a comprehensive convention on international terrorism as an urgent matter which should fill the current gaps in the instruments adopted by the United Nations to prevent and to counter international terrorism. In doing so, we require the flexibility and cooperation of all, and not just of some, delegations.  A comprehensive convention on international terrorism must contain a clear and precise definition of the crime of terrorism, including all its forms and manifestations.  It must envisage all the material and mental elements that shape this crime and it must establish responsibility both for legal and physical persons. The activities of the armed forces of states, which are not regulated by international humanitarian law, must not be excluded from the scope of application of the future comprehensive convention since such an exclusion could be used to justify the actions of some states aimed at destabilizing others.  

A comprehensive convention on international terrorism must ensure that a clear distinction is drawn between terrorism and the legitimate struggle of peoples for their independence and in defense of their right to self-determination.  We reject the manipulation by some states of the imminent right to self-defense in order to justify acts of state terrorism and to try to legitimize aggression and inference in the internal affairs of other states.  

Mr. Chairman, my delegation also wishes to express its concern at the risk of a link between terrorism and weapons of mass destruction and fully supports all legitimate international efforts to prevent the acquisition by terrorists of such weapons and their delivery systems.  My delegation considers that the only guarantee that weapons of mass destruction will not fall into the hands of terrorists is by prohibiting and totally eliminating this type of  weapons whose mere existence is in itself a threat to international peace and security.

Mr. Chairman, since 1959 the Cuban people have suffered from countless terrorist actions that have caused death or serious physical injury to thousands of persons and caused enormous damage to the country.  It is widely known that such terrorist acts are organized, financed and perpetrated from the territory of the United States where dozens of recognized and confessed terrorists live and move freely, terrorists who have acted and continue to act with impunity against my country for over 4 decades.  Let us recall that in accordance with the Security Council’s resolutions on this subject, including resolution 1373 of 2001, those who allow, protect or finance terrorist acts from their territory are just as terrorist as those who commit the acts themselves. 

Mr. Chairman, on 27 September 2005, a spokeswoman for the US office of immigration and customs announced in El Paso Texas, the ruling by Judge William L. Abbot, not to deport terrorist Luis Posada Carriles either to Cuba or to Venezuela, claiming that the detainee might be tortured in those two nations and making manipulative use of the exemptions contained in the international convention against torture.  For two months the US administration concealed the fact that terrorist Luis Posada Carriles was on US territory and to this very day the US administration is still silent as to how he entered the country.  His detention, inevitable because of Cuba’s conclusive denunciation, was carried out with a great deal of fuss and indulgence.  His stay in the migratory detention center has not gone without preferential treatment.  The administration’s spokespersons have repeatedly padded their words when referring to this terrorist to avoid calling him by this name.  This administration which in the name of the struggle against terrorism has launched wars and has sent its soldiers to die, is the same administration that is today protecting one of the most notorious terrorists of our day, the mastermind behind the dreadful sabotage of a Cuban airliner carrying 73 passengers, and responsible for many other murders of citizens from Cuba and other nations.  Today we are commemorating the 29th anniversary of that criminal act of the bombing of the Cuban civil airliner.  Washington is thus protecting one of its own pawns in the criminal war against our people, in support of former Latin American dictatorships, in the dirty wars in Central America, and in the assassination attempts against political personalities and heads of state who oppose the empire’s hegemonic interests.  It is cynical to use the argument of torture in the case of Posada Carriles when it is he who is accused in Venezuela of having brutally tortured many citizens of that nation during his term as a DSIP officer.  Moreover, Cuba did not request the terrorist’s extradition, although it had every right to do so, it was Venezuela that requested the extradition of a criminal who has many pending issues with the justice system of that country and Venezuela has offered all the necessary guarantees to bring Posada Carriles to justice.  The US administration has kept a shameful silence regarding this request showing clear complicity with this terrorist.  

Nonetheless the detention seven years ago in Miami of Cuban citizens Gerardo Hernandez, Ramon Labanino and Fernando Gonzales and of US citizens Rene Gonzales and Antonio Guerero five young Cuban fighters against terrorism, was surrounded by violence and lack of guarantees.  Their fate was 17 long months in punishment cells and a rigged partial and vengeful judicial trial by the hateful anti-Cuban mafia.  Their long and absurd sentences were a result of revenge and lies.  Last August a panel of 3 experienced judges from the 11th circuit of Atlanta reexamined the defense’s appeal and decided to declare the Miami trial against them null and void because it failed to be just and impartial and they called for a new trial in a new court.  Nonetheless, on 28 September 2005 the Federal prosecutor’s office of the US in an attempt to extend the abduction of five young Cuban anti-terrorist fighters, reported in Florida its request to the Atlanta court of appeals to fully review its ruling.  Cuba will not cease to fight until Posada Carriles, Orlando Bosch and other terrorists like these are judged for their crimes.  Cuba will continue to support the legitimate request for extradition requested by the Bolivarian republic of Venezuela.  Cuba will continue to denounce the cruel isolation of the 5 anti-terrorist heroes in US prisons where they’re held hostage.  Our people will not give up its fight for their return to their homeland with freedom and dignity.

