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Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  At the outset, the delegation of the DPRK congratulate you on your election as chairman and other members of the bureau and hopes that your able guidance will steer this meeting to a successful conclusion.  

Elimination of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations is one of the priorities of the international community.  Acts of terrorism constitute a major factor threatening international peace and stability and state sovereignty.  The present reality in which bloodshed persists all over the world necessitates identifying the precise root cause of terrorism and combating it effectively.  We consider that the worldwide vicious circle of terrorism has stemmed from unilateralism and high-handed acts oppressing other nations with arrogance and despotism.  With regards to setting up targets of counterterrorism, it should be our prime target, to prevent high-handedness and unilateralism, causing the vicious circle of terrorism.  The elimination of the root causes of terrorism, requires the establishment of international relations based on sovereign equality, multilateralism and justice, […] of exploitation operation, social inequality and the promotion of sustainable development centered on mankind.  In this regards, it is imperative for us to root out acts of state terrorism, threatening independent sovereign states with power and violating their sovereignty.  We hold that the combat against terrorism should be waged in strict accordance with the purposes and principles enshrined in the UN Charter and in no cases be abused as a lever to seek the political and military aims of an individual country or a group. 

Branding other countries as states of terrorism, imposing upon them pressure and sanctions which cause enormous damage to the people in making a political attempt to topple their political systems represent grave acts of state terrorism.  The international community should never tolerate the imposition of pressure and sanctions and the use of armed forces against sovereign states forced unilaterally under cover of counterterrorism.  It should respect sovereign equality […], social systems, culture and customs of each country and promote international cooperation with a view to securing common development and prosperity.

Mr. Chairman, the government of the DPRK adheres consistently to the position against terrorism in all its forms and manifestations and any assistance thereto and takes steps to prevent terrorism on a regular basis.  The DPRK will continue to make every effort to eliminate cause of terrorism and ensure peace and security for all.

