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Sixtieth session

Agenda items 46 and 120

Integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up 
to the outcomes of the major United Nations conferences and 
summits in the economic, social and related fields

Follow-up to the outcome of the Millennium Summit



Belarus, China and Russian Federation: draft resolution



Working Group of the General Assembly on the issue of 
the creation of a human rights council


The General Assembly,


Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
 and other international human rights instruments,


Reaffirming that the United Nations was established with the aim inter alia, of achieving international cooperation in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion,


Bearing in mind that the United Nations is a multilateral and universal organization based on the principle of sovereign equality of all its Members, as stated in Article 2 of the Charter,


Welcoming the 2005 World Summit Outcome adopted by the General Assembly at its High-level Plenary Meeting attended by Heads of State and Government and held in New York from 14 to 16 September 2005,
 in particular the declared resolve to create a human rights council,


Recalling the request to the President of the General Assembly, contained in the Summit Outcome, to conduct open, transparent and inclusive negotiations with the aim of establishing the mandate, modalities, functions, size, composition, membership, working methods and procedures of the council,


Recalling also the report of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change entitled “A more secure world: our common responsibility”
 and the report of the Secretary-General entitled “In larger freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all”
 and the Plan of Action submitted by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to the Secretary-General,
 as called for in the Secretary-General’s report,


1.
Decides to establish an open-ended Working Group of the General Assembly with the mandate to conduct open, transparent and inclusive negotiations to determine the mandate, modalities, functions, size, composition, membership, working methods and procedures of the proposed human rights council;


2.
Requests the Working Group in its deliberations to take into consideration the relevant proposals regarding the reform of the United Nations human rights machinery contained in the report of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change entitled “A more secure world: our common responsibility”5 and the report of the Secretary-General entitled “In larger freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all”6 and the Plan of Action submitted by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to the Secretary-General7 as called for in the Secretary-General’s report, and to take stock of the various views and proposals made during the drafting of the 2005 World Summit Outcome;2

3.
Reaffirms that the deliberations of the Working Group shall be open to all States Members of the United Nations, observers, and relevant intergovernmental and United Nations organizations; 


4.
Requests the President of the General Assembly to work out arrangements that would allow the Working Group to benefit from the input and expertise of non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council;


5.
Reaffirms that the expenses in relation to the establishment and functioning of the Working Group shall be borne from within existing resources;


6.
Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Working Group with all the resources and facilities necessary for it to carry out its mandate;


7.
Requests the Working Group to report on its deliberations and its recommendations for their possible adoption by the General Assembly;


8.
Decides that the Commission on Human Rights, including all its mechanisms and procedures, will continue to function pending the commencement of the work of the human rights council.


	� 	Resolution 217 A (III).


	� 	Resolution 60/1.


	� 	Ibid., para. 157.


	� 	Ibid., para. 160.


	� 	See A/59/565.


	� 	A/59/2005 and Add.1-3.


	� 	A/59/2005/Add.3, annex.
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